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Civil  Service  Employee  Appeals  to  High  Court 


SEATTLE,  WA  —  The  American 
Civil  Liberites  Union  has  filed  a  peti¬ 
tion  for  a  writ  of  certiorari  seeking 
Supreme  Court  review  of  the  United 
States  Civil  Service  Commission’s  dis¬ 
missal  of  a  clerk-typist  who  had  been  a 
gay  rights  activist.  The  firing  of  John 
Singer,  upheld  by  the  Ninth  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  in  Seattle,  was  due  in 
part  to  the  identification  of  Singer  in 
the  media  both  as  a  gay  rights  advocate 
and  a  federal  employee.  Ironically, 
Singer  had  worked  with  the  Equal 
Employment  Opportunity  Commission, 
a  federal  agency  that  investigates  com¬ 
plaints  of  discrimination. 

According  to  a  detailed  analysis  of 
the  case  in  the  May/June  Sexual  Law 
Reporter,  the  Singer  case  is  significant 
because  of  the  First  Amendment  rights 
at  issue  and  because  the  case  involves 
the  scope  of  the  US  Civil  Service  Com¬ 
mission’s  right  to  determine  when  the 
outside  activities  of  one  of  its  employees 
affects  “the  efficiency  of  the  service.” 

In  its  petition  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
the  ACLU  states  that  the  court  “has 
been  sensitive  to  the  First  Amendment 
rights  of  government  employees,  and 
this  case  presents  an  opportunity  to 
reinforce  those  decisions  by  holding 
that  an  employee’s  advocacy  of  a 
socially  unpopular  cause  may  not  be 
grounds  for  discharge.  Moreover  a 
favorable  decision  in  this  case  would 
demonstrate  a  sensitivity  to  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  homosexuals,  who  form  a  sub¬ 
stantial  minority  of  American  citizens.” 

In  its  decision  to  fire  him,  the  Civil 
Service  Commission  charged  Singer 
with  “flaunting  and  broadcasting  his 
homosexuality,”  that  he  advocated  a 
“repugnant  concept”  and  a  “contro¬ 
versial  lifestyle.”  Such  conduct,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Civil  Service  Commission, 
constitutes  “immoral  and  notoriously 
disgraceful  conduct”  under  Section 
731.201  of  the  Commission’s  Rules 
and  Regulations.  Under  new  guide¬ 
lines,  promulgated  on  July  3  of  last 
year,  merely  being  gay  is  not  grounds 
in  itself  for  dismissal  but  “criminal, 
dishonest,  infamous,  or  notoriously 
disgraceful  conduct”  is  sufficient 
grounds. 

In  its  decision,  the  Ninth  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  listed  eight  “specific 
acts”  which  constitute  the  Commis¬ 
sion’s  evidence  of  “immoral  and 


notoriously  disgraceful  conduct.”  The 
Commission  did  not,  however,  indicate 
which  of  these  acts  might  justify  dis¬ 
missal.  One  item  states  that  Singer 
“displayed  homosexual  advertisements 
on  the  windows  of  his  automobile.” 
Another  item  includes  the  information 
that,  at  a  previous  job  in  San  Francisco, 
Singer  had  kissed  another  male  in  the 
company  cafeteria.  What  appeared 
especially  to  have  disturbed  the 
Commission  was  that,  one  month  after 
he  was  hired  in  August  1971,  Singer 


By  Tony  Russo 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Dr.  Mark 
Freedman,  a  leading  gay  psychologist, 
died  July  21  at  the  University  of  Cali¬ 
fornia  Hospital  in  San  Francisco  from 
complications  following  a  severe  case 
of  hepatitis.  Dr.  Freedman  was 
nationally  recognized  as  an  author,  re¬ 
searcher,  clinical  practitioner,  lecturer, 
and  activist  in  the  cause  of  gay  rights. 

He  first  achieved  prominence  as  the 
author  of  Homosexuality  and  Psycho¬ 
logical  Functioning.  It  was  the  first 
book  to  be  written  by  an  openly  gay 
psychologist  and  is  presently  in  its 
second  printing  by  Wadsworth  Press. 
He  is  also  author  (with  Harvey  Myers) 
of  the  recently  published  Loving  Men. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  had 
completed  the  draft  of  a  third  book, 
Personal  Definition:  A  Looking  Glass 
Analysis,  and  was  working  on  a  college 
text  book  in  psychology. 

Although  the  latter  two  works  were 
never  completed,  colleagues  in  New 
York  hope  to  see  the  manuscripts  in 
publication.  They  plan  to  set  up  a 
foundation  in  part  for  this  purpose. 
Under  a  “Freedman  Foundation,” 
proceeds  from  the  sales  of  books  will 
go  to  libraries  to  help  improve  their 
collection  of  books  on  homosexuality 
and  additional  revenues  will  go  to  help 
aid  researchers  in  continuing  Dr. 
Freedman’s  work. 

The  success  of  his  writings  made  Dr. 
Freedman  a  highly  demanded  speaker. 
He  lectured  at  scholarly  conferences 
and  universities  throughout  the  world. 
As  part  of  two  teaching  fellowships,  he 


and  another  man  unsuccessfully 
applied  for  a  marriage  license,  an  event 
which  was  widely  reported  in  the  press. 

In  an  article  in  GCN  about  the  case 
on  April  10,  David  Brill  reported  that 
National  Gay  Task  Force  co-director 
Bruce  Voeller  refused  to  get  the  Task 
Force  involved  in  the  case  because  “it’s 
not  a  gay  issue  .  .  .  It’s  a  transvestite 
issue.”  One  of  Singer’s  alleged  offenses 
was  that  he  occasionally  went  to  work 
in  drag. 

In  announcing  his  petition  to  the 


spent  two  years  teaching  in  Japan, 
Okinawa,  and  Thailand  for  the 
University  of  Maryland’s  Far  East 
Division  and  in  Australia  for  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Sydney. 

Not  content  to  limit  his  work  to  the 
academic  community,  Dr.  Freedman 
was  a  frequent  contributor  to  national 
periodicals.  After  a  year  of  negotia¬ 
tions  he  became  the  first  person  to 
write  an  article  for  Psychology  Today 
as  an  openly  gay  person.  The  article, 
written  in  March  of  1975,  was  entitled: 
Far  From  Illness:  Homosexuals  May 
Be  Healthier  Than  Straights.  At  the 
time  of  publication,  his  premise  that 
gay  people  may  in  fact  by  healthier 
than  non-gay  people,  caused  him  vast 
criticism  in  both  the  gay  and  non-gay 
communities.  Said  Dr.  Kenneth  Sher- 
rell,  professor  of  Political  Science  at 
Hunter  College,  “What  Mark  argued 
about  in  the  Psychology  Today  article 
over  a  year  ago  is  not  accepted  as  fact. 
They  wouldn’t  believe  him  then.” 

From  his  strong  belief  in  gay  civil 
rights,  Dr.  Freedman  became  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Association  of  Gay 
Psychologists,  one  of  the  first  gay 
professional  organizations  in  the 
nation.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Gay  Academic  Union  and  participated 
in  each  of  their  three  national  con¬ 
ferences. 

Dr.  Freedman  was  born  in  New 
York  and  received  a  Bachelor’s  degree 
in  English  Literature  from  Brown 
University.  He  earned  his  Master’s  and 
Doctoral  degrees  in  Psychology  at  Case 


Supreme  Court,  ACLU  Legal  Director 
Melvin  L.  Wulf  told  the  Sexual  Law 
Reporter  that  the  review  “gives  the 
[Supreme]  Court  the  opportunity  to 
announce  that  no  matter  what  the 
constitutional  status  of  actual  sexual 
conduct,  the  First  Amendment  still 
protects  the  right  of  homosexuals  to  try 
peacefully  to  secure  public  support  for 
their  views  about  homosexuality,  to 
influence  public  attitudes  towards 
homosexuals,  and  to  advocate  changes 
in  the  law.” 


Dead  at  33 


Western  Reserve  University  in  Cleve¬ 
land. 

Dr.  Freedman  believed  that  those 
hostile  to  homosexuality  were  socially 
sick.  In  a  paper  printed  recently  in 
Blueboy  Magazine,  Dr.  Freedman 
said:  “Homophobia  [fear  of  homo¬ 
sexuals]  is  a  real  problem  which  inter¬ 
feres  with  effective  functioning. 
Therapists  would  do  well  to  focus  on 
the  issue  rather  than  the  pseudo¬ 
problem  of  ‘latent  homosexuality’  or 
similar  matters.” 

As  an  upfront  gay  researcher,  Dr. 
Freedman  attempted  to  start  the  first 
gay  research  center  in  the  nation. 
Under  the  promise  of  a  federal  grant, 
he  began  work  on  the  project.  At  the 
last  minute  though,  the  grant  was  not 
accepted  and,  subsequently,  the  research 
center  could  not  materialize. 

There  is  no  question  that  Dr.  Freed¬ 
man  was  one  of  the  foremost  research¬ 
ers  on  homosexuality  in  the  country. 
Having  only  worked  in  the  field  less 
than  ten  years  he  established  himself  as 
an  authority.  Unlike  many,  he  had  the 
courage  to  research  homosexuality  and 
the  way  people  deal  with  the  issue  of 
homosexuality,  as  an  openly  gay 
person.  Said  one  person  close  to  Dr. 
Freedman,  “The  gay  movement  has 
lost  a  leader.  Mark  Freedman  was  part 
of  a  rare  breed  of  professional  people 
and  he  was  one  of  the  first  of  the 
breed.” 

Dr.  Freedman  is  survived  by  family, 
friends,  colleagues,  and  his  students  at 
San  Francisco  State  University. 


Pioneering  Psychologist 


Controversy  Shakes  Up  DOB  Building  Fund 


By  Nancy  Walker 

BOSTON  —  Boston’s  Daughters  of 
Bilitis,  the  oldest  lesbian  organization 
in  the  city,  has  been  embroiled  in  a 
dispute  over  the  organization’s 
Building  Fund  allocation.  The  dispute 
has  boiled  over  onto  The  letters  pages 
of  GCN  (see  pages  4  and  5  of  this  issue). 
According  to  Alma  Libby,  member  of 
DOB  and  prime  mover  of  the  Building 
Fund  Committee,  “The  Daughters  of 
Bilitis  [DOB]  was  presented  with  the 
opportunity  to  sponsor  a  fund-raising 
group  to  raise  money  to  purchase  a 
building  for  use  by  gay  women.  It  was 
clearly  specified  at  this  time  that  the 
venture  would  be  undertaken  only  on 
the  condition  of  the  establishment  of 
this  fund.  The  membership  of  DOB 
voted  and  permission  was  granted.” 

The  venture,  selling  Christmas  trees 
in  December  at  the  Charles  Street 


Meetinghouse,  was  successful  and 
netted  around  $600.  A  Building  Fund 
Committee  (BFC)  was  established  to 
continue  the  fund-raising  for  this 
particular  purpose:  a  building  fund.  In 
order  to  ensure  that  all  monies  raised 
for  that  purpose  would  indeed  be  used 
for  that  purpose,  plans  were  set  in 
motion  with  Attorney  Richard  Rubino 
to  create  a  trust  fund. 

At  a  business  meeting  on  June  14, 
1976,  it  was  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  members  that  general  treasury 
funds  were  dwindling  and  that  member¬ 
ship  was  decreasing.  Nothing  was 
resolved. 

Then,  Libby  says,  “without  any  ad¬ 
vance  notice  the  president  of  DOB 
[Lois  Johnson]  proposed  that  the  busi¬ 
ness  fund  committee  be  dissolved  and 
the  building  fund  money  be  returned  to 
me  to  do  with  as  I  saw  fit.  1  counter- 


proposed  that  the  activities  of  the  BFC 
be  shelved  for  a  time  ....  The 
president  of  DOB  decided  that  a  six 
month  period  of  inactivity  on  the  part 
of  the  BFC  would  be  an  acceptable 
compromise,  provided  all  attempts  to 
place  the  money  in  trust  by  Attorney 
Rubino  were  cancelled.  The  motion 
was  made  and  carried  out.  Out  of  the 
15  members  present  10  voted  to  accept 
the  proposal.  Five  members  of  the  BFC 
were  present  and  4  refused  to  vote  for 
the  termination  of  the  activities  of  the 
BFC.  The  activity  took  place  during 
the  last  few  minutes  of  the  business 
meeting  and  a  quick  motion  was  made 
and  passed  for  adjournment.” 

The  heated  controversy  began  when 
a  letter  from  Kathy  Guilmette,  BFC 
member,  appeared  in  GCN  titled  by 
the  editor:SHAKY  FOUNDATION. 
This  led  people  to  think  that  internal 


strife  was  literally  tearing  at  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  the  organization  itself.  This, 
Guilmette  assures  GCN,  is  not  the 
case.  She,  as  well  as  others,  believes 
that  DOB,  like  any  other  organization 
whose  purpose  is  to  serve  the  ever- 
changing  needs  of  a  segment  of  the 
population,  should  periodically  subject 
itself  to  some  serious  soul-searching 
and  be  aware  of  how  it  is  performing 
its  chosen  tasks.  However,  Guilmette 
regrets  that,  through  her  letter,  a 
wrong  impression  of  the  well-being  of 
the  organization  was  given. 

All  parties  on  all  sides  of  the  BFC 
question  emphasize  that  DOB  is  a 
necessary  and  worthwhile  organiza¬ 
tion  that  provides  for  many  of  the 
social  and  emotional  needs  of  gay 
women  in  and  around  Boston  and  that 
it  should  and  will  continue  to  play  a 
significant  role  in  the  gay  community. 


ATLANTA  HYSTERIA 


news  notes 


CARTER’S  GAY  NEPHEW 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Democratic 
Presidential  nominee  Jimmy  Carter’s 
nephew,  imprisoned  for  two  armed 
robberies,  has  claimed  that  the  family 
has  disowned  him  and  also  revealed  a 
prison  relationship  with  a  gay  lover. 
William  Carter  Spann,  son  of  Gloria 
Spann,  Carter’s  sister,  charged  that  as 
the  former  Georgia  governor  closed  in 
on  the  Democratic  Presidential  nomina¬ 
tion,  Spann’s  family  deserted  him. 
Spann  made  the  charges  after  testifying 
at  the  robbery  trial  of  his  prison  lover. 
Spann  testified  in  San  Francisco 
Superior  Court  last  week  that  he  met 
and  began  a  gay  relationship  with  an 
inmate  at  San  Quentin  prison  when 
both  were  serving  time  there  between 
1972  and  1975.  He  said  that  they  con¬ 
tinued  their  relationship  after  they 
were  both  released  in  1975. 

Spann’s  difficulties  with  his  family, 
as  newspaper  accounts  would  have  it, 
came  about  as  a  result  of  his  prison 
record  and  not  because  of  his  gayness. 
When  asked  at  a  news  conference 
about  his|nephew, Carter  described  him 
as  “someone  who  has  been  in  trouble 
all  his  adult  life.” 

VERMONT  BILL 

MONTPELIER,  VT  —  The  general 
penal  code  revision  attempt  in  the  Ver¬ 
mont  legisature  is  dead  for  at  least 
another  year,  according  to  the  Sexual 
Law  Reporter.  The  bill,  H.419,  which 
would  have  included  provisions  to 
repeal  proscriptions  against  private 
sexual  acts  between  consenting  adults, 
passed  the  House  last  year,  but  has 
died  in  the  Senate  Judiciary  Commit¬ 
tee. 

Vermont,  Massachusetts,  and  Rhode 
Island  were  among  New  England  states 
that  failed  to  pass  sex-law  repeal  legis¬ 
lation  this  year. 

ANNUAL  EVENT 

FLINT,  MI  —  Chases’  Calendar  of 
Annual  Events,  the  compendium  of 
thousands  of  American  and  world¬ 
wide  holidays  and  special  events,  will 
list  Gay  Pride  Week  on  its  1977 
calendar  to  be  published  in  November. 
The  calendar  has  been  called  “a  won¬ 
derful  reference  book,”  by  the  “New 
York  Times  Book  Review.”  The  insert 
in  Chases’  was  brought  about  through 
the  efforts  of  GCN’s  Distribution 
Manager,  Marion  Tholander. 

CUSTODY  RIGHTS 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  A  bill 
that  would  protect  gay  parents  from 
automatically  losing  custody  or 
visitation  rights  to  their  children  during 
divorce  settlements  on  the  sole  grounds 
of  sexual  preference  was  unanimously 
approved  by  the  Washington  City 
Council  on  June  14.  The  bill,  passed 
during  a  “first  reading,”  will  have  to 
survive  a  second  reading.  If  the  child 
custody  and  visitation  provision  is  left 
intact  during  the  second  reading,  the 
bill  will  then  go  to  Mayor.  Washington 
for  signing  and  then  to  Congress, 
which  has  30  days  in  which  to  reject  the 
measure.  If  Congress  does  not  vote  to 
reject  the  bill,  it  automatically  becomes 
law. 


WAVE  REMAINS 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  The 
Bureau  of  Navy  Personnel  in  Washing¬ 
ton  has  overturned  the  recommended 
discharge  of  a(W|ave  who  was  accused 
of  having  a  lesbian  relationship,  the 
Chicago  Gay  Life  reports.  Wave  Petty 
Officer  Patricia  Veldon  was  accused  of 
“homosexual  tendencies”  by  an 
administrative  board  at  the  Key  West 
Naval  Air  Station.  The  administrative 
board  recommended  that  she  be  given 
an  honorable  discharge. 

Meanwhile,  the  woman  with  whom 
Veldon  supposedly  had  a  relationship, 
Airman  first  class  Carmen  Banos,  was 
discharged  from  the  Air  Force. 

Carol  Scott,  who  is  Veldon’s  attorney, 
stated  that  her  client’s  victory  is  largely 
due  to  a  recent  ruling  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  that  discharge  for  gay 
servicepeople  is  not  mandatory.  Dis¬ 
charges,  according  to  new  Navy  policy, 
should  be  decided  on  a  case-to-case 
basis. 

ANARCHISTS  GATHER 

BUFFALO,  N.Y.  —  A  gathering  of 
anarcho  and  non-authoritarian  gay 
people  will  take  place  in  Buffalo  on 
Labor  Day,  the  day  that  anarchist 
Leon  Czolgosz  shot  President 
McKinley  in  the  same  city  in  1901.  The 
conference,  which  extends  from  Sept. 
3-6,  is  free,  and  has  as  its  purpose  to 
“exchange  and  create\ideas  on  how 
anarchism  relates  to  our  lives  and  our 
communities  and  how  we  can  spread 
anarchist  ideas  and  methods.” 

Any  lesbians  or  gay  men  interested 
can  contact  Joe  Cain  at  206  Rodney 
St.,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14214.  Housing  will 
be  provided  and  people  should  go  to 
264  Winspear  Avenue  in  Buffalo  on 
Friday  evening  of  Labor  Day  weekend. 
The  first  workshop  will  be  held  at  that 
address  on  Saturday  at  about  11  or  12 
in  the  morning. 

MOONIE  POLICY 

NEW  YORK  —  A  spokesperson  for 
the  right-wing  leader  of  the  Unifica¬ 
tion  Church,  Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon, 
claims  that  that  church  has  taken  no 
official  position  on  gayness,  reports 
the  Charlotte  Free  Press.  However, 
Susan  Reinhold,  national  media  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  controversial  religious  cult, 
stated,  “We  believe  very  strongly  in  the 
family  and  procreation.  The  church  is 
definitely  against  pre-marital  sex  ...  I 
don’t  think  Reverend  Moon  could 
bless  a  marriage  between  two  people  of 
the  same  sex.  God  meant  for  us  to 
procreate,  he  said  to  be  fruitful .  .  .” 

CLASS  STRUGGLE  CONF. 

EUGENE,  OR  —  A  large  farm  in 
Southern  Oregon  will  be  the  scene  of  a 
Labor  Day  weekend  conference  called 
“Faggots  and  the  Class  Struggle.” 
Workshops,  beginning  on  Saturday, 
Sept.  4,  include  “Marxist  Definition  of 
Class,”  “Socialist  Feminism,” 
“History  of  the  Father-Dominated 
Family,”  “Imperialism”  and  “Prac¬ 
tice.”  The  conference  will  be  over  on 
Monday,  Sept.  6.  Registration  is  $5 
and  the  registration  deadline  is  Aug.  7. 
Anyone  interested  should  contact  Con¬ 
ference  Planning  Group,  P.O.  Box 
10405,  Eugene,  Oregon  97401 . 


DIGNITY  EDUCATES 

PHILADELPHIA  —  When  the 
anticipated  one  million  pilgrims  from 
all  over  the  world  arrive  in 
Philadelphia  for  the  41st  International 
Eucharist  Congress  Aug.  1-8,  they  will 
be  met  by  representatives  of  Dignity, 
an  international  organization  of  Gay 
and  Concerned  Catholics. 

With  the  seven  day  theme  of 
“Hunger,”  participants  of  the 
Congress  will  be  sensitized  by  a  public 
outdoor  Mass,  several  thousand 
leaflets  and  an  hour-long  vigil  to  the 
“hunger  felt  by  gay  men  and  women 
for  justice  and  freedom  in  the  Church 
and  in  the  secular  world.” 

Organized  by  the  local  chapter  of 
Dignity  in  Philadelphia,  in  cooperation 
with  the  International  office  in  Boston, 
it  is  expected  that  there  will  be  gay 
Catholics  arriving  from  several  of  the 
over-50  chapters  located  across  the 
country.  The  outdoor  Mass  will  be  held 
at  5  p.m.  on  Tuesday,  Aug.  3,  on  the 
campus  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Congress’  theme  of  Hunger  for  Justice 
and  Freedom.  More  than  20,000 
leaflets  will  be  distributed  that  day  to 
the  persons  attending  the  Congress. 
That  evening,  Dignity  members  will  be 
present  as  a  group  at  the  official 
outdoor  Mass  of  the  Congress  at 
Veterans’  Stadium  at  8  p.m. 

From  1  a.m.  to  2  a.m.  on  Sunday, 
Aug.  8,  Dignity  members  will  join  the 
other  Congress  attendants  in  the 
scheduled  all-night  vigil  at  The 
Spectrum,  the  sports  complex  which  is 
the  site  of  the  Congress. 

Catholic  leaders  Cesar  Chavez, 
Mother  Teresa  of  Calcutta, 
Archbishop  Dom  Helder  Camara, 
Cardinal  Leo  Suenens  and  Dorothy 
Day,  will  participate  in  the  conference 
itself. 


GAY  MEN'S  CENTER 

BOSTON  —  This  week  the  Boston 
Gay  Men’s  Center  begins  with  serious 
business  and  ends  with  summer  pleas¬ 
ures.  On  Sunday,  Aug.  1,  the  organi¬ 
zation’s  General  Membership  Meeting 
will  take  up  such  potentially  contro¬ 
versial  issues  as  a  proposal  to  extend 
the  Roundtable  (GMC  Coordinating 
Committee)  members’  term  of  office  to 
Jan.  1,  1977,  and  a  proposal  to  change 
the  name  of  the  Gay  Men’s  Center  to 
the  Gay  Person’s  Center. 

Beyond  the  regular  Thursday  eve¬ 
ning  Radical  Politics  and  Coming  Out 
groups,  GMC  activity  will  turn 
towards  a  dance  to  be  held  at  the  center 
on  |Au‘g  7i,  Saturday,  at  9  p.m.  On 
Sunday,  Aug.  8,  the  GMC  plans  a 
“Summer  Pleasures  Picnic”  at  Maga¬ 
zine  Beach  on  the  Charles  River  in 
Cambridge.  Bring  your  frisbee,  beach 
ball,  and,  of  course,  lots  of  food. 
There  will  be  a  chance  to  swim  too,  as 
Magazine  Beach  has  an  MDC 
swimming  pool.  Many  people  will  be 
meeting  at  noon  on  Sunday  at  the 
Men’s  Center,  36  Bromfield  St., 
Boston,  and'  then  proceeding  to 
Magazine  Beach  near  Central  Square. 
It  is  just  across  the  Boston  University 
Bridge  near  Commonwealth  Ave.  in 
Boston.  If  you  are  driving,  just  cross 
the  river  on  to  Memorial  Drive  and 
proceed  to  just  across  the  street  from 
Stop  and  Shop. 


ATLANTA,  Ga.  —  A  well-financed 
anti-gay  campaign  involving 
newspaper  advertisements  and  radio 
programs  is  emerging  in  this  citadel  of 
Southern  liberalism. 

Sixty  members  and  supporters  of  the 
Atlanta  Gay  Pride  Alliance  demon¬ 
strated  at  the  Wieuca  Baptist  Church 
on  Sunday,  July  11,  to  protest  the 
campaign  involving  clergyman  Rev. 
Willis  J.  Self.  As  reported  in 
“Worker’s  World,”  Self  has  been 
using  his  Wednesday  morning  radio 
program  and  his  pulpit  as  platforms 
for  attacks  on  the  gay  community. 

Following  the  endorsement  of  Gay 
Pride  Week  by  Atlanta’s  Mayor 
Maynard  Jackson,  large  newspaper 
advertisements  have  appeared  in  the 
local  press,  attempting  to  use  anti-gay 
prejudice  to  discredit  the  black  mayor. 
According  to  a  statement  issued  by  the 
Atlanta  Lesbian  Feminist  Alliance 
(ALFA),  “These  same  interests 
attempted  to  prevent  Jackson’s 
election  by  inflaming  the  racial  fears 
and  hatreds  of  Atlanta’s  white  citizens. 
This  ploy  failed  .  .  .  and  the  group  is 
now  attempting  to  exploit  straight 
Atlanta’s  homophobic  prejudice  to 
attain  their  end.”  ALFA  noted  that  the 
newspaper  advertising  campaign  has 
cost  “more  than  $8,000  in  two  weeks.” 
The’  group  added  that  the  organizers  of 
the  advertisements  have  “gone  to  great 
lengths  to  conceal  their  identities  from 
the  public,”  and  that  “they  represent 
money  and  power  and  not  ordinary 
people.” 

The  church  picketing  was  supported 
by  a  wide  spectrum  of  gay 
organizations  including  Dignity, 
Integrity,  the  Atlanta  Gay  Center,  the 
Socialist  Workers  Party,  and  Workers 
World  Party. 

PORNO  BUST 

BRIGHTON,  MA  —  Lloyd  Perna, 
owner  of  Bookland  in  Brighton, 
Mass.,  has  been  arrested  twice  in  a 
period  of  five  weeks  for  selling  obscene 
material.  The  shop  carries  both 
“straight”  and  gay  pornography  and 
also  sells  GCN.  Perna  believes  this 
action  by  the  Brighton  police  depart¬ 
ment  to  be  a  case  of  “selective'enforce- 
ment.”  This  view  is  taken  in  light  of 
the  Boston  precedent  of  the  sale  of 
pornography  in  the  Combat  Zone. 
Brighton  Police  Officer,  Sergeant 
Doris  ,and  Detective  Tony  Manfra, 
have  told  Perna  that  they  will  “arrest 
[Perna]  on  a  weekly  basis.”  Pressure  in 
the  past  has  come  from  the  Brighton- 
Allston  Civic  Association  to  close  the 
shop,  but  their  involvement  with  the 
present  situation  is  unknown.  The  first 
trial  arising  from  the  arrests  will  be 
held  on  Aug.  3.  Perna  hopes  to  set 
legal  precedent  for  the  operation  of  his 
shop  and  the  sale  of  pornography 
through  the  series  of  upcoming  trials. 

U.  MASS  LESBIANS 

AMHERST,  MA  —  The  University 
of  Massachusetts  Lesbian  Union  has 
booked  Farley  Lounge  (near  the  sta¬ 
dium)  for  every  Wednesday  night  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer.  If  anyone  is  interested 
in  helping  to  organizje  the  time  and 
space  or  making  suggestions,  they 
should  call  the  Lesbian  Union  Office  in 
413  Student  Union  at  545-3438.  All 
women  are  welcome  at  the  Wednesday 
night  get-togethers. 


CORRECTION 

In  last  week’s  GCN,  we  stated  that  the 
price  of  David  Thorstad’s  compendium  of 
Socialist  Worker’s  Party  discussions  of  gay 
liberation,  “Gay .Liberation  and  Socialism” 
was  $5.  However  we  failed  to  add  that  any 
mail  orders  should  be  accompanied  by  a  $1 
postage  and  handling  fee  in  addition  to  the 
$5. 
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News  Commentary 


Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation  —  Upfront  in  NY 


By  Tony  Russo 

NEW  YORK  —  Although  only  three 
years  old,  Lesbian  Feminist  Libera¬ 
tion  (LFL)  has  established  itself  as  one 
of  the  upfront  organizations  in  the 
struggle  for  lesbian  and  gay  civilrights. 
Founded  from  the  Lesbian  Liberation 
Committee  of  the  Gay  Activists  Alli¬ 
ance  in  June  1973,  the  group  has  in  its 
three  year  herstory  gone  through  some 
major  changes. 

From  the  time  of  its  first  chair¬ 
woman,  Jean  O’Leary,  it  was  a  politi¬ 
cal  organization.  What  LFL  said  then 
represented  a  vast  segment  of  the  les¬ 
bian  community.  “Now,”  according 
to  LFL  Spokeswoman  Kitty  Cotter, 
“with  a  membership  of  15  to  20,  I 
don’t  think  anyone  would  hardly  have 
the  arrogance  to  say  that  we  represent 
the  entire  diverse  lesbian  community. 
Three  years  ago,  with  a  membership  of 
50  to  60,  we  could.” 

But  now  the  group  has  become  more 
of  a  family.  According  to  Kitty,  “We 
know  each  other,  are  friends,  and  we 
socialize  together.  We  know  each 
other’s  capabilities.  If  something  needs 
to  be  done,  we  know  who  is  the  best 
woman  to  handle  it.  Each  person  has 
their  own  specialties  and  responsibility. 
It’s  like  a  family.”  Although  not  a  col¬ 
lective,  she  feels  that  LFL  functions 
emotionally  as  a  collective.  “Some 
people  think  we  are  a  clique,”  Kitty 
says.  “We’re  not.  If  someone  wants  to 
join  our  ‘clique’  they  just  have  to  come 
to  a  couple  of  meetings,  join  a  com¬ 
mittee  and  they  will  become  known.  It 
takes  a  couple  of  months  before  one 
gets  assimilated  into  the  group.” 

To  be  an  official  member,  women 
must  attend  one  business  meeting  and 
one  committee  meeting.  To  maintain 
membership,  women  must  attend  one 
business  meeting  per  month. 

Probably  one  factor  which  separates 
LFL  from  other  organizations  is  that 
all  members  are  staunch  feminists. 
Said  Kitty,  “It  is  a  discriminating  fac¬ 
tor.  If  someone  came  in  here  and 
started  using  the  word  ‘chick’  that  per¬ 
son  might  be  ignored.  However,  if 
someone  came  in  and  said,  ‘I’m  a 
conservative  Republican  or  a  Socialist, 
that  would  not  be  an  issue.” 

The  group  meets  each  Monday  at 
8  p.m.  for  its  business  meetings  at  the 
Women’s  Center,  located  at  243  W. 
20th  Street.  Each  Sunday  at  2  p.m. 
they  have  programs  on  a  variety  of 
topics.  Some  deal  with  political  issues, 
some  are  quasi-political,  such  as  their 
program  on  Rape  Prevention  and 
Martial  Arts,  and  others  are  more 
personal,  such  as  their  forums  on 


Coming  Out  and  Romantic  Love  vs. 
Realistic  Love.  The  programs  are  also 
held  at  the  Women’s  Center.  On  Tues¬ 
day,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday  night, 
the  committees  meet.  The  Newsletter- 
Media  Committee  meeting  each  Tues¬ 
day,  publishes  a  monthly  newsletter 
and  handles  all  media  related  activities 
for  the  group.  They  were  recently  re¬ 
sponsible  for  organizing  most  of  the 
demonstrations  against  the  T.V. 
special  Born  Innocent.  The  Political 
Committee,  which  meets  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  is  responsible  for  work  on  legis¬ 
lation.  The  committee  was  recently 
responsible  for  LFL’s  active  work  on 
both  the  New  York  City  Council  and 
New  York  State  Gay  Civil  Rights  bills. 
The  final  committee,  the  Community 
Services  Committee,  meets  each  Thurs¬ 
day.  It  plans  programs,  dances, 
concerts,  and  guest  speakers.  It  is  also 
more  or  less  the  financial  arm  of  LFL, 
and  along  with  the  other  committees, 
meets  at  the  Women’s  Center. 

At  their  meetings  any  women  can 
raise  an  issue  or  make  a  motion.  Mem¬ 
bership  only  means  one  has  the  right  to 
vote.  As  far  as  rules  are  concerned, 
LFL  has  two  hard  and  fast  rules  in  its 
constitution.  Those  are:  1)  LFL  does 
not  support  violence  and  2)  LFL  does 
not  support  particular  political  parties 
or  candidates.  “However,”  according 
to  Kitty,  “anyone  can  raise  their  hand 
at  a  meeting  and  ask  for  volunteers  to 
work  on  a  campaign.  We  just  will  not 
officially  support  a  candidate.” 

One  of  LFL’s  biggest  activities  is  the 
coordination  of  their  speakers  bureau. 
Said  Kitty:  “I  sometimes  go  out  four 
times  a  week.  We  do  a  lot  of  speaking. 
Our  style  is  personal.  We  do  not  talk  as 
an  LFL  representative,  but  as  indi¬ 
viduals  with  our  own  personal  experi¬ 
ences.  Our  speaker’s  bureau  is 
coordinated  with  the  Gay  Activists 
Alliance,  the  National  Gay  Task  Force, 
and  Mattachine.” 

Oddly  enough,  with  all  of  its  activity, 
LFL  is  in  good  financial  shape.  How¬ 
ever,  every  three  mohths  they  must 
have  a  benefit.  At  almost  all  of  their 
events  donations  are  not  mandatory. 
According  to  Kitty,  “Possibly  at  one 
event  a  year  will  we  have  a  mandatory 
'charge.” 

Their  dances  are  probably  the  big¬ 
gest  success  of  the  group.  At  their  last 
dance  during  Lesbian  Pride  Week, 
over  650  lesbians  attended.  It  was  the 
largest  lesbian  dance  ever  held. 

One  of  the  many|goals  |of  jLpLis  to 
break  down  the  isolation  between 
women.  The  group  would  like  to  offer 
an  alternative  to  women.  “Unlike  most 


Martha’s  Vineyard  Men 


By  Philip  Gamhone 

VINEYARD  HAVEN,  MA  —  A 
few  gay  men  on  Martha’s  Vineyard, 
Cape  Cod’s  island  paradise  for  the 
straight  and  sedate,  have  recently 
begun  a  gay  men’s  rap  group.  The 
group  meets  every  Tuesday  at  8  p.m. 
in  a  room  provided  by  Project,  a 
community  drop-in  center  in  Vine¬ 
yard  Haven. 

“Boy,  is  this  group  ever  needed,” 
said  Lansing  Bailey,  one  iof 'its  organi¬ 
zers.  “Being  gay  on  Martha’s  Vine¬ 
yard  is  a  problem.  We  are  getting 
together  to  help  each  other  cope.  We 
discuss  ourselves  and  our  .'gayness, 
help  each  other  develop  a  more 
positive  attitude  toward  our  sexuality, 
and  then  learn  how  to  adapt  toward 
our  environment  and  eventually  help 
the  Vineyard  gentle  its  way  toward 
us.” 

During  the  summer,  the  island, 
with  its  clean  beaches,  its  countryside 
of  scrub  oak  and  pasture  land,  and 


its  six  trim  villages,  attracts  thou¬ 
sands  of  visitors.  Gay  people  who 
come  here  expecting  to  find  another 
Provincetown  are  soon  disappointed. 
There  are  no  gay  bars,  no  gay 
beaches,  no  gay  social  life,  except  the 
little  done  very  privately  among  the 
year-round  gay  population. 

The  rap  group  was  formed  to  help 
fill  this  gay  gap  during  both  the 
winter  and  summer  seasons. 

Bailey  recounts  the  story  of  one 
gay  man,  born  and  raised  on  the 
island,  who  saw  an  announcement 
for  the  group  in  GCN.  “He  said  that 
the  wildest  moment  of  his  life  was 
when  he  saw  the  listing  of  our  group 
on  the  back  page.  His  heart  stopped 
with  excitement,  fear,  wonder,  joy. 
He  simply  couldn’t  believe  it.” 

That  man  subsequently  joined  the 
group,  but  some  native  gays  have 
stayed  away.  “I’m  sorry  to  say,  my 
friends  still  don’t  come,”  Bailey  told 
GCN,  referring  to  the  20-odd  gay 


male  couples/, \a  lesbian  couple  can  live 
in  a  place  like  Queens  and  not  know 
anyone  at  all,”  Kitty  said.  “Very  often 
they  break  up  and  are  lost.  Our  basic 
goal  is  breaking  down  that  isolation.” 

Although  LFL  runs  its  meetings  by  a 
relaxed  version  of  Robert’s  Rules  of 
Order,  the  group  welcomes  feedback. 
In  their  newsletter  women  are  free  to 
criticize  the  group.  “The  only  thing  we 
don’t  allow  is  sexist  language  and 
trashing,”  says  Kitty.  “If  someone 
from  another  group  would  like  to 
submit  something  for  the  newsletter,  it 
is  signed  with  the  name  of  the  group 
the  person  is  representing.  What  is 
printed  in  the  newsletter  is  not  neces¬ 
sarily  LFL  policy.” 

Although  a  small  group,  few  people 


in  New  York  will  deny  the  impact  LFL 
has  made  on  the  movement.  If  any 
group  has  been  responsible  for  the  con¬ 
frontation  of  feminism  by  the  gay 
movement  it  is  LFL.  When  the  group 
started  there  was  little  talk  of  working 
in  a  coalition.  LFL  would  not  tolerate 
the  sexism  implicit  in  the  running  of 
gay  liberation  groups.  Now  that  much 
of  this  has  been  resolved,  LFL  has 
begun  working  in  coalitions.  “We 
realize  that  a  lot  of  the  issues  are  the 
same,”  said  Kitty.  “We  work  with 
NOW  as  much  as  we  work  with  GAA. 
We  are  in  a  strange  place  by  being  both 
feminist  and  gay.” 

To  find  out  more  information  on 
LFL,  call  212-691-5460  from  2  p.m.  to 
6  p.m.  on  weekdays. 


Linda  Lachman,  aide  to  Rep.  Elaine  Noble  and  member  of  GCN’s  Board  of 
Directors,  has  been  named  an  “Outstanding  Young  Woman  of  America.” 
Lachman,  who  was  nominated  by  Rep.  Noble,  is  one  of  7,000  women  honored 
with  the  award.  Lachman’s  name  and  credentials,  which  include  gay  radio 
programs,  work  as  former  Managing  Editor  of  GCN,  and  work  as  Rep.  Noble’s 
aide,  will  appear  in  the  annual  awards  volume  of  Outstanding  Young  Women  of 
America,  published  by  Fuller  and  Dees  Company.  /  photo  by  Neil  Miller 


Organize  for  First  Time 


men  he  knows  on  the  island  who 
tend  to  be  comfortably  established 
and  closety. 

“It  is  not  an  extremist  group  — 
politically  or  socially  —  although 
either  of  these  might  develop  naturally 
out  of  it,”  reads  a  flyer  the  group 
passed  out  last  week.  “If  one  really 
wanted  to  fantasize,  how  about  a 
regular  gay  night  at  the  bars,  or  gay 
dances,  or  electing  a  gay  selectman? 
But  we  have  to  learn  to  crawl  before 
we  can  walk,  so  we  are  starting  as 
simply  a  bunch  of  men  gathering 
strength  and  confidence  from  each 
other,  to  live  more  securely  with 
ourselves  and  each  other,  and  eventu¬ 
ally  with  the  rest  of  the  world.” 

There  is  a  hard-nosed  independent 
spirit  on  Martha’s  Vineyard,  partly 
bred  of  Yankee  individualism  and 
partly  of  the  islanders’  commitment 
to  save  their  home  from  the  ravages 
of  overdevelopment.  (The  natives 
Doint  to  the  mainland  saying. 


“That’s  America  over  there.”)  How 
this  spirit,  which  is  shared  by  all,  will 
meet  with  the  rising  tide  of  gay 
consciousness  is  anybody’ Svguess.  But 
the  early  signs  are  propitious. 

The  island’s  two  weeklies'  have 
carried  notices  for  the  group,  and 
Bailey  has  hopes  that  one  of  them 
will  eventually  do  a  story.  In 
addition  to  the  space  given/jby  Proj¬ 
ect,  the  group  has  the  support  and 
help  of  Jack  Greely,  an  Episcopal 
priest  from  Edgartown  who  has  had 
extensive  pastoral  experience  with 
Boston  gays;  David  Smith,  who  will 
give  psychological  help  when  needed; 
and  Mike  Jacobs,  who  will  treat  any 
medical  problems. 

The  Project  offices  are  Jocated  in 
the  Community  Services  Building  on 
Beach  Road  at  the  foot  of  Main 
Street  in  Vineyard  Haven.  The  Proj¬ 
ect  Hot  Line  (693-1199)  is  open  24 
hours  a  day  to  provide  further 
information. 
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It’s  the  best.” 


■ Michael’s 
Thing 


The  1976  edition,  “A  Gay  Person’s  Guide 
|  to  New  England.”  Available  at  $3.75 
*  from  finer  bookstores* gay  bars,  baths 
and  organizations  throughout  New  Eng¬ 
land  and  the  World.  By  mail,  $4.00 
postpaid  from  GPG,  Dept.  D3,  22 
Bromfield  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
Copies  sent  in  plain  brown  envelope. 
Make  cheque  payable  to  “GCN.” 
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COMMUNITY 

VOICE 


GCN  welcomes  letters  express¬ 
ing  the  views  of  Its  readers .  All 
lottors  submitted  for  publication 
must  contain  tho  name  and 
address  of  the  writer .  A  phone 
number  will  speed  verification . 
While  names  will  be  withheld 
upon  request ,  no  anonymous 
letters  will  be  considered. 


another  view 

Dear  GCN, 

I’d  like  to  thank  GCN  for  printing  Kathy’s 
letter  concerning  DOB’s  building  fund.  Perhaps 
it  will  help  clear  away  some  clouds  hanging  over 
the  organization. 

Some  of  you  may  have  read  Ruth  Simpson’s 
book  From  the  Closets  to  the  Courts.  As  a  past 
president  of  N.Y.  DOB  she  devotes  a  chapter  to 
the  problems  NY-DOB  faced  and  its  eventual 
demise.  The  pattern,  although  not  as  overt,  does 
exist  here  in  Boston  DOB. 

Getting  back  to  Kathy’s  letter,  I’d  like  to  add  a 
line  to  her  description  of  the  last  DOB  business 
meeting.  She  states  that  “the  president  suggested 
that  the  building  fund  be  dissolved.”  It  should  be 
pointed  out  that  after  the  president  made  that 
statment  Kathy  Guilmette  was  the  first  woman  to 
speak.  “I  agree  with  Lois,”  Kathy  said,  “the 
building  fund  should  be  dissolved.” 

The  underlying  contradictions  running 
through  the  letter  seems  congruent  with  her 
overall  behavior  since  joining  DOB.  Last  fall  she 
won  the  office  of  DOB’s  treasurer.  No  one 
would  argue  that  perhaps  DOB  should  “tighten 
up  their  books.”  If  she  felt  that  she  was  the  one 
person  who  could  do  that  then  why  did  she  hand 
in  her  resignation  six  months  later? 

When  she  turned  over  her  books  it  was  brought 
to  the  president’s  attention  that  a  record  had 
been  kept  of  members’  checking  account 
numbers.  This  could  be  a  trivial  point,  bom  out 
of  paranoia.  Justice  William  O.  Douglas,  in  his 
dissent  of  California  Bankers  Association  vs 
Schultz  (416  US  21, 79  [1974]),  had  other  ideas. 

Douglas  states,  “A  mandatory  recording  of 
checks  under  the  Bank  Secrecy  Act,  if  Big 
Brother  is  to  have  his  way,  the  records  of 
checks  —  now  available  to  the  investigators  — 
are  highly  useful.  In  a  sense  a  person  is  defined 
by  the  checks  he  writes  ...  —  by  pushing  one 
button  —  to  get  in  an  instant  the  names  of  the 
190  million  Americans  who  are  subversives  or 
potential  and  likely  candidates. 

As  lesbians  we  are  tucked  away  in  there  with 
those  190  million  Americans.  It  pleases  me  to 
know  that  I’m  just  a  flick  of  the  wrist  away  from 
Big  Brother.  What  of  the  women  to  whom  we 
promise  anonymity?  “Your  identity  will  only  be 
known  to  the  treasurer,  who  cashes  your  mem¬ 
bership  check  and  the  mailing  committee.”? 

To  return  to  the  letter,  I  am  a  little  confused. 
Kathy  states  that,  out  of  a  membership  of  over 
50  women,  only  5  women  sold  trees.  Further  on 
she  emphatically  states,  “WHO  worked  for  it??? 
Not  DOB  .  .  .  five  members,  but  not  DOB.” 
Does  she  mean  that  these  5  women  were  selling 
trees  in  the  name  of  DOB  while  playing  Santa 
Claus  for  some  other  cause?  If  these  5  women 
were  not  acting  as  emissaries  of  DOB  while  sell¬ 
ing  those  trees  then  it  drives  home  an  extremely 
salient  point.  Why  all  the  furor  over  whether  or 
not  we  should  have  a  building  fund? 

I  doubt  if  any  hitherto  unnoticed  altruism 
would  manifest  itself  in  a  raging  blizzard  on 
Christmas  Eve!  The  truth  is,  not  only  are  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  women  not  working  for  DOB  but  they  are 
expending  large  amounts  of  energy  working 
against  DOB.  This  is  why  the  president  suggested 
the  dissolution  of  the  building  fund.  In  doing  so 
she  hoped  to  channel  that  energy  back  into  the 
mainstream  of  the  organization. 

By  implication  Kathy  wants  you  to  believe  that 
we  felt  they  were  “undesirables.”  In  the  minds 
of  the  readers  this  places  DOB’s  president  in  an 
adversative  position.  I  can’t  recall  anyone  using 
the  word  “undesirable.” 

Is  DOB  serving  the  lesbian  community  or  are 
we  exclusive  and  meaningless,  as  Kathy  asks? 
That  question  can  best  be  answered  by  the 
women  whose  lives  have  been  touched  by  the 


organization.  Many,  many  of  the  women  I’ve 
met  through  DOB  have  brought  joy  and  enrich¬ 
ment  into  my  life.  Kathy  Guilmette  and  her  lover 
are  two  of  those  women. 

Sheri  Barden 
Past  President  DOB 
1973-74 

dob  debate 

Dear  GCN: 

Who  is  Kathy  Guilmette  and  why  does  she 
want  DOB  dead?  If  I  share  what  I  know  of  her, 
maybe  someone  can  answer  my  questions. 

Kathy  Guilmette  appeared  on  the  scene  early 
in  1975,  full  of  vim  and  vigor;  very  eager  to  work 
for  DOB.  Apparently,  she  felt  the  only  way  she 
could  serve  the  organization  was  as  treasurer.  At 
that  time,  DOB  had  an  experienced  accountant 
in  that  capacity,  so  Kathy  Guilmette  conducted  a 
whisper-smear  campaign  to  discredit  the 
incumbent  and  was  elected  treasurer. 

Another  big  question  is,  why  did  Kathy 
Guilmette  resign  from  the  office  she  had  sought 
so  ruthlessly  just  a  few  months  later?  An  even 
bigger  question  is  why  she  wanted  to  be  treasurer 
in  the  first  place  when  there  were  other  offices 
she  could  have  campaigned  for  that  she  might 
have  been  qualified  to  hold.  She  certainly  was 
not  capable  of  handling  the  job  she  chose.  I  spent 
many  months  of  long  hard  hours  straightening 
out  the  mess  she  left.  Now,  the  books,  bank 
account,  and  treasurer’s  reports  all  agree  and 
finally  reflect  a  true  picture  of  DOB’s  financial 
position. 

Now,  we  all  know  Kathy  Guilmette  is  a 
member  of  DOB  and  the  Building  Fund  Com¬ 
mittee.  So  why  is  she  trying  to  slay  DOB?  Is  it 
because  the  active  members  at  a  business  meeting 
decided  they  had  listened  to  enough  quasi-legal 
gibberish  about  a  building  fund  DOB  would  not 
control?  That  really  does  not  seem  to  be  reason 
iforlmurder!  There  have  been  people  who  have 
committed  murder  because  they  thought  money 
might  be  taken  away  from  them.  But  this  is  the 
first  time  I’ve  seen  anyone  try  to  deliver  a  death 
blow  to  an  organization  just  because  the 
members  have  said,  “Thank  you  very  much  for 
your  most  generous  offer,  but  we  don’t  believe 
we  like  the  strings  that  are  attached,  so  please 
take  your  money  back,  we  don’t  want  it.” 

Who  am  ■  I  to  question  Kathy  Guilmette’s 
identity  and  objectives?  Just  a  DOB  member 
since  1972  who  pitches  in  where  needed  because  I 
believe  the  organization  serves  a  purpose  for  the 
gay  women  in  the  Boston  area.  Why  do  1 
question  her  identity?  Because  I  cannot  believe 
any/one^ho  is  supposedlyfdedicated  tojhelping 
DOB’  would  wield  such  a  mean  hatchet. 

Do  I  have  an  open  mind  regarding  the  whole 
building  fund  concept?  I  should,  1  took  the 
initial  proposal  to  the  membership  on  behalf  of 
the  “prime  mover”  and  fought  hard  to  gain 
approval  for  the  establishment  of  a  DOB 
Building  Fund. 

Why  was  I  then  the  one  to  move  that  the 
building  fund  be  dissolved  and  the  money 
returned  to  the  prime  mover?  Because  I  saw  how 
much  time  and  energy  was  being  diverted  at  each 
business  meeting  just  to  discuss  how  and  who 
would  control  the  activities  of  the  building  fund. 
Because  I  saw  DOB  slowly  being  split  apart. 
Because  I  saw  the  possibility  of  the  generosity  of 
well-meaning  people  being  exploited  for  the 
personal  gain  of  a  few.  Because  I  knew  we  were 
in  financial  trouble  and  needed  to  concentrate 
our  energy  on  just  keeping  DOB  solvent. 

Why  did  I  withdraw* my  motion  to  dissolve 
and  then  move  to  simply  table  the  entire  issue  of  I 
the  building  fund  for  six  months?  Because  I  did 
not  want  to  cause  any  more  harm  to  the 
organization.  Because  I  felt  six  months  would 
give  us  time  to  assess  our  position  in  the  commu¬ 


nity;  time  for  us  to  determine  our  ability  to 
survive  in  these  economically  troubled  times; 
time  to  bring  us  together  and  heal  the  wounds 
inflicted  over  the  past  year.  Because  I  believed 
after  six  months  of  thought  all  of  us  would  be 
better  prepared  to  reach  a  decision  as  to  whether 
or  not  DOB  is  really  ready  for  a  building  fund. 

When  Kathy  Guilmette  told  you  the  Financial 
Planning  Committee  was  not  doing  anything 
about  fund  raising  during  the  summer  months, 
did  she  forget  about  the  raffle  tickets  we’re 
selling?  As  for  a  Halloween  Dance,  her 
calculations  are  not  only  inaccurate,  but  are  a 
little  premature  as  the  membership  has  not 
approved  anything  beyond  preliminary 
planning.  If  we  don’t  make  a  profit  on  the  raffle, 
we  probably  won’t  even  have  the  money  to 
finance  a  dance. 

If  anyone  can  answer  these  questions,  please 
let  me  know  who  is  Kathy  Guilmette  and  why  is 
she  a  member  of  DOB? 

Thank  you  for  listening. 

J.  Stewart 

Treasurer,  Daughters  of  Bilitis 

Member,  Financial  Planning  Committee 


devil's  advocate 

Dear  GCN, 

Again  I  find  myself  writing  to  you  —  but  this 
time  on  a  much  different  note  —  one  of  sadness 
borne  of  frustration  and  nursed  on  anger.  My 
letter  of  two  weeks  ago  which  you  aptly  titled 
“shaky  foundation,”  told  of  the  newly-created 
DOB  Building  Fund.  The  intent  of  my  letter  was 
not  destructive  as  many  people  think,  but  more,  I 
was  playing  Devil’s  Advocate.  After  much  bitter 
in-fighting  over  the  issue  of  the  BF  and  other 
issues,  I  felt  it  was  time  to  clear  the  air  rather 
than  deal  in  back-biting.  I  might  add  that  the 
letter  was  not  only  my  feelings,  but  those  of  the 
collective  Building  Fund  people. 

After  considerable  deliberation  on  the  part  of 
Alma,  to  whom  I  referred  as  “the  prime  mover,” 
it  was  decided  to  dissolve  the  BF  and  to  donate 
the  money  to  a  worthy  Gay  cause.  The  matter 
was  discussed  at  the  July  12  DOB  business 
meeting  and  was  passed  by  a  simple  majority 
vote.  So  the  Building  Fund  no  longer  exists. 

Again  I  speak  for  the  BF  Committee  people 
when  I  say,  “OK,  now  the  hotly  argued  issue  is 
gone  —  let’s  get  together  and  work  together  so 
DOB  doesn’t  also  die.  As  I  mentioned  in  my 
previous  letter,  DOB  is  in  real  trouble.  Let’s  stop 
the  in-fighting.  Let’s  bury  all  the  hatchets  and 
prevent  DOB  from  going  the  way  of  HYB.  It  is 
long,  long  overdue.  If  DOB  is  to  survive  we  must 
work  together  NOW.  In  a  recent  “Speaking 
Out”  column  (for  which  I  now  claim  credit),  1 
made  a  plea  which  I  now  reiterate,  specifically 
for  DOB:  we  must  communicate  with  each  other. 
A  house  divided  against  itself  cannot  stand.”  We 
cannot  forget  the  hurts  and  pain  which  have  been 
dealt  by  the  two  opposing  forces,  but  we  must 
seek  to  heal  the  wounds  and  go  forward.  Are  we 
going  to  allow  the  wounds  to  fester  until  we  die, 
or  are  we  big  enough,  collectively  and  individual¬ 
ly,  to  write  it  off  as  a  bad  experience  and  begin  to 
rebuild? 

Please,  all  you  gay  women  out  there,  please  let 
us  have  your  support  in  any  way  possible.  We 
need  not  only  money,  but  ideas  and  warm  bodies 
to  reduce  the  work  load  on  an  already  over¬ 
burdened  Financial  Planning  Committee.  Please, 
for  the  women  who  really  need  DOB,  as  many  of 
you  once  did  —  help  us.  I  write  this  letter  after 
much  soul-searching  and  many  tears  with  great 
hopes  that  we  will  find  the  strength  to  unify. 

For  the  Building  Fund  Committee, 

Kathy  Guilmette 


no  rubber  stamp 

Editor,  GCN: 

I  very  much  appreciate  the  objective  and 
balanced  coverage  the  Gay  Community  News  has 
been  giving  in  the  dispute  over  the  Vara  bars,  but 
1  would  like' to  correct  one  point  in  the  July  24 
issue.  It  is  not  true  that  Commissioner  Richard 
Arrington  has  cast  “a  consistent  vote  in  favor  of 
the  two  bars.” 

Since  coming  on  the  Board,  Commissioner 
Arrington  has  been  fair-minded  and  responsible. 
He  has  voted  against  the  Vara  bars  on  at  least 
three  occasions;  the  midnight  closing  order  now 
in  effect  would  not  have  happened  had  he  not 
supported  it. 

It  is  true  that  Commissioner  Arrington  has 
indicated  support  for  a  Vara  proposal  to  undo 
much  of  what  the  previous  vote  accomplished, 
and  to  the  extent  that  he  supports  such  a  move,  I 
and  the  residents  of  Bay  Village  disagree  with 
him.  But  even  on  this  issue  he  and  Chairman 
Byrne  have  refused  to  simply  rubber-stamp  the 
Vara  proposal  —  as  their  predecessors  on  the 
Board  generally  did. 

Commissioner  Arrington’s  position  on  the 
current  Vara  proposal  seems  to  me  a  mistaken 
one,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  an  honest 
stand,  based  not  on  the  automatic  allegiance  to 
the  Varas  shown  by  previous  Board  members, 
but  rather  on  Commissioner  Arrington’s  own 
independent  assessment  of  the  situation.  My 
respect  for  his  work  on  the  Board  can  certainly 
survive  one  disagreement  between  us. 

Sincerely  yours, 

(Rep.)  Barney  Frank,  Boston 


july  4th  blues 

Dear  GCN: 

I  must  take  exception  to  some  of  Robert 
Rosenberg’s  comments  about  what  he  calls  the 
“heartening  experience”  of  the  Philadelphia 
July  4th  rally  (GCN,  July  17).  True,  the  July  4th 
Coalition’s  position  on  gay  rights  is  indeed  a 
good  and  correct  one.  The  rally,  however,  was 
not  quite  so  positive.  This  is  not  the  fault  of  the 
July  4th  Coalition,  which  did  a  fine  job. 

I  was  scheduled  to  speak  at  the  rally  as  the 
President  of  the  Gay  Activists  Alliance/NY.  Jill 
Raymond’s  speech  wa  not  to  be  “limited”  to  the 
“gay  issue,”  so  the  National  Board  of  the  July 
4th  Coalition,  under  pressure  by  board  member 
Steve  Ault,  voted  me  on  to  address  the  question 
of  gay  liberation.  During  the  rally,  I  sat  up  on 
stage  listening  to  the  sexist  and  homophobic  * 
comments  of  some  of  the  other  speakers  (“What 
the  fuck  are  the  gays  doing  HERE?).  Some  of  the 
chants  led  by  the  people  on  stage  were  so 


blatantly  offensive  (“Black  brothers:  WE  ARE 
MEN!,  white  brothers,  WE  ARE  MEN!  .  .  .” 
etc.)  as  to  leave  me  incredulous.  The  only  up  of 
the  entire  rally,  besides  Dave  Dellinger’s 
excellent  and  relevant  speech,  was  the  chant 
started  by  the  gay  contingent  as  everyone  else 
sang  “Amen”  —  they  instead  sang  “Gay  Men/ 
Lesbian.”  I  sat  up  on  stage  feeling  ripped  off 
both  as  a  woman  and  as  a  dyke.  I  was  not 
heartened.  I  was  furious. 

And  yet,  for  some  solidarity-conscious  reason, 
1  still  think  it  was  a  good  action.  But  if  the  hope 
for  solidarity  brings  about  continued  political 
naivete  in  the  gay  movement,  something  is 
dreadfully  amiss.  Let  us  continue  to  join  forces 
with  other  oppressed  peoples  to  demand 
EQUAL  rights.  But  we  must  also  be  aware 
enough  to  see  where  a  good  cause  can  be  led  by 
people  who  are  anxious  to  get  their  own  slice  of 
the  proverbial  pie,  not  caring  what  other  causes 
they  may  in  turn  oppress.  The  gay  liberation 
struggle  must  ultimately  be  fought  by  gay  people 
ourselves  —  we  must  no  longer  stand  for  being 
turned  into  scapegoats,  either  by  the  powerful  or 
the  powerless. 

Yours  for  gay  liberation, 

Joanne  Passaro,  President 
GAA,  New  York 

parade  rest 

Dear  GCN: 

To  clarify  some  things:  1)  It  was  a  mistake  ir 
my  writing  (I  guess)  that  has  led  some  people  tc 
criticize  me  in  the  “Letters  to  the  Editor”  foi 
advocating  the  censoring  of  banners  in  the  gay 
pride  parade.  This  is  not  what  I  meant  to  express. 
I  used  the  “Cocksucking  Banner”  as  an  example 
of  another  group  of  people  who  could  be  banned 
in  the  future  from  the  gay  pride  parade.  GCN  cut 
the  last  few  paragraphs  from  the  article  that  I 
submitted  because  of  space  reservations. 

Also,  I  used  the  example  of  my  mother  to 
show  that  no  matter  how  strongly  one  feels  about 
something,  they  should  not  allow  their  personal 
values  and  opinions  to  prevent  other  people  from 
expressing  their  legitimate  opinions  (or  to 
celebrate  their  sexuality  or  whatever).  Since 
someone  else  has  brought  it  up  —  I  was  not 
selfishly  thinking  about  my  own  personal  joy  in 
being  gay  at  the  time  my  mother  was  trying  to 
fathom  the  parade,  which  was  so  opposed  to 
everything  that  she  had  been  taught  from 
infancy.  I  realized  how  hard  this  must  be  for  her 
or  anybody  to  do.  I  had  tricked  her  into  seeing 
the  parade. 

The  reason  I  wrote  to  Speaking  Out  was 
because,  as  a  gay  person,  I  am  appalled  at  the 
rising  hatred  that  seems  to  be  spreading  among 
gay  people  for  heterosexuals  and  between  our¬ 
selves.  It  is  now  common  in  the  gay  community 


to  call  heterosexuals,  hets  or  breeders ;  and  we 
have  always  been  arguing  among  ourselves.  If  it 
is  wrong  to  call  a  black  person  nigger,  wrong  to 
call  a  woman  a  chick  or  broad,  and  wrong  to  call 
gay  people  queers,  then  it  is  just  as  wrong  to  call 
heterosexuals  breeders. 

There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  definite  definition 
of  what  gay  means;  r^only  ^definitions  that  each 
individual  fantasizes  in  their  minds.  To  me  it  is  a 
flimsy  excuse  for  fascism  to  use  a  fake  definition 
of  what  gay  people  should  be  like  to  exclude 
people  from  the  parade  and  it  is  wrong  to  strike 
back  in  reverse  prejudice  against  heterosexuals 
who  are  just  as  oppressed  by  this  society  as  we 
are. 

Tony  Caporaletti,  Boston 


sybil's  speaks 

Dear  Editor, 

In  the  July  17,  1976  issue,  a  short  paragraph 
was  devoted  to  a  new  Gay  Bar/Restaurant  in 
Maine  that  is  supposedly  going  Straight,  by  the 
name  of  SYBIL’S.  The  incident  about  a  40-year- 
old  lesbian  being  carded  at  the  door  and  refused 
entry  was  taken  out  of  context.  The  supposed 
eyewitness  failed  to  report  that  there  were  two 
incidents  involving  40-year-old  lesbians.  One  was 
a  frequent  patron  and  a  jovial  banter  took  place 
at  the  door  which  resulted  in  her  remaining  the 
rest  of  the  evening.  The  other  40-year-old  lesbian 
had  her  16-year-old  daughter  who  she  tried  to 
bring  in,  whom|I  personally  refused  entry.  Legal 
age  in  Maine  is  still  18. 

At  the  present,  there  seems  to  be  some  type  of 
political  maneuver  to  discredit  this  new  Disco- 
Bar  by  local  individuals  that  would  stand  to  gain 
by  it.  Sybil’s  is  a  Gay  Bar  and  will  remain  so  as 
long  as  we  receive  support  for  the  nicest,  largest, 
and  most  congenial  Gay  night  spot  in  Ma  ne. 

Sincerely  Yours, 

Michael  Beloin 
Richard  Poulin 


fantasy  standards 

Dear  GCN, 

I  was  really  struck  by  the  irony  of  page  3  in 
your  July  3  issue  —  a  long  piece  on  the  baths, 
highlighted  by  photos  of  three  attractive  guys, 
and  a  short,  depressed,  bitter  contribution  from 
someone  who  felt  totally  excluded  from  gay  life 
because  he  didn’t  measure  up  to  the  fantasy 
standards  of  attractiveness  represented  so  well  by 
those  photos. 

My  two  visits  to  the  baths  have  left  me  feeling 
a  lot  more  like  the  author  of  the  short,  sad  piece. 


I’m  30,  not  particularly  attractive  by  gay  fantasy 
standards,  and  pretty  shy  and  awkward,  and  at 
he  baths  I  felt  like  a  walking  side  of  beef 
damped  “Grade  C.”  In  V/i  hours  at  the  San 
Francisco  Club  Baths  1  wasn’t  approached  once; 
of  the  several  dozen  guys  I  made  advances  to,  I 
got  one  taker,  a  friendly  and  attractive  guy  in  his 
40s  who  nevertheless  wasn’t  the  type  I  was 
looking  for. 

I  know  there’s  a  contradiction  in  being  a 
victim  of  fantasy  standards  and  still  evaluating 
people  by  them  myself  more  than  I  would  like.  I 
don’t  have  a  resolution  for  it  either.  I  just 
wonder  how  many  otjier  gay  brothers,  like  me 
and  your  anonymous  contributor,  see  the  young 
beauties  of  those  photos  as  oppressors  no  less 
destructive  of  our  self-worth  than  homophobic 
straights. 

L.  Peter  Deutsch 

Menlo  Park,  CA 


right  to  reeds 

Dear  GCN: 

Elaine  Noble’s  letter  on  the  Fenway  Reeds 's 
carefully  worded  rhetoric. 

“Cruisers  often  smash  vegetables”  could  also 
be  put:  “accidentally  step  on  vegetables  at 
night.”  As  if  anyone’s  against  vegetables! 

The  ecological:  that  the  reeds  won’t  be 
destroyed  “immediate”ly  is  not  reassuring. 
Their  destruction  (the  specific,  small  part  where 
we  cruise)  is  not  “improving  and  rehabilitation” 
or  “visually  beautiful,  useful”  (one  doesn’t  have 
to  see  the  river  at  every  point)  nor  is  it  consistent 
with  Frederick  Law  Olmstead’s  good  “original 
plan.”  The  low  values  placed  on  ecology  and  gay 
users  by  bureaucrats,  were  shown  two  years  ago, 
when  they  broke  environmental  laws  (mother 
nature’s  too)  in  the  rush  to  defoliate.  (No 
environmental  impact  study/statement/hearings, 
the  park  as  a  whole’s  protected  by  laws,  also  the 
stupid  paving  which  messed  up  the  area’s 
drainage.) 

The  social:  Yes,  even  in  a  world  of  govern¬ 
ment  checks  and  food  stamps,  gardening  (if  the 
really  poor  don’t  take  your  food)  is  a  great  thing 
for  those  of  us  who  can  get  a  spot  (the  waiting  list 
is  long)  but  gay  men  who’re  too  young/old/un- 
“attractive’Vun-affluent  or  don’t  fit  so  well  into 
expensive  (alcoholic,  tobacco  filled) 
“respectable”  gay  night  spots  —  we’re  people 
too. 

Sincerely, 

Jim  Davis,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
(formerly  of  the  Fenway) 

P.S.:  Reference:  F.  L.  Olmstead  and  the 
American  Environmental  Tradition  by  A.  Fein 
t.Braziller),  plate  39,  p.  54,  etc. 


SPEAKING  OUT! 


Readers  may  use  this  column  to  express  their  points  of  view.  Typewritten 
material  should  be  submitted  to  SPEAKING  OUT ,  GCN ,  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston,  MA  02108.   , 


By  Michael  Shernoff 

We’re  a  very  middle  class  couple.  Both  raised  in  Queens.  He’s  with  a  public 
relations  firm  and  I’m  a  graduate  student  in  social  work.  We’ve  been  lovers  for  2Vi 
years. 

Like  many  gay  people,  we  supported  and  worked  for  passage  of  the  gay  civil 
rights  bill  in  the  New  York  City  Council  because  we  believed  it  would  signal  a 
change  in  attitudes  and  make  things  a  little  easier.  We  saw  the  bill  as  a  symbol, 
rather  than  a  needed  law. 

That  was  until  two  months  ago.  Until  we  were  denied  an  apartment  in 
Greenwich  Village  because  the  landlord  wanted  “a  nice  young  couple,  you  know  a 
man  and  a  woman.”  I  realize  now  how  complacent  I  had  grown  being  an  openly 
gay  man  living  in  the  West  Village. 

My  lover  and  I  had  looked  for  a  two  bedroom  apartment  in  the  Village,  not  an 
easy  task  even  if  you’re  straight.  We  looked  for  months  and  found  nothing  even 
for  the  large  rent  we  were  willing  to  pay. 

Finally,  we  found  the  apartment  of  our  modest  dreams  in  a  restored  Bedford 
Street  brownstone,  an  award-winning  building  on  a  lovely  block.  The  apartment 
above  our  future  home  had  enormous  studio  windows  overlooking  the  street.  Our 
new  apartment  was  to  be  on  the  fourth  floor,  an  exquisite  two  bedroom 
floor-through  with  a  working  fireplace,  recessed  lighting  and  a  quiet  courtyard  in 
the  back,  below  the  bedroom  windows. 

As  soon  as  I  saw  it  I  knew  that  it  was  exactly  what  we  had  been  looking  for. 
That  evening  after  Phil  looked  at  it  and  talked  to  the  landlord,  let’s  call  her  Peggy, 
we  gave  her  a  deposit.  The  following  day  we  paid  the  Bernard-Charles  real  estate 
agency  almost  six  hundred  dollars  as  the  fee  for  finding  us  the  apartment.  At  the 
same  time  we  gave  Peggy  a  check  for  the  balance  of  the  security  and  the  first 
month’s  rent  —  a  total  of  $950.  Our  months-long  search  was  over.  We  had  the 
home  we  wanted.  Or  so  we  thought! 

We  were  puzzled  when  a  week  later,  while  walking  happily  pastpur-i  home-to 
be,  we  met  a  woman  looking  at  the  brownstone  who  asked,  “Are  you  here  to  look 
at  the  two  bedroom  floor-through  for  $475?” 

“Oh  no,”  we  said,  “we  signed  the  lease  a  few  days  ago.”  This  didn’t  seem  to 


make  any  difference  and  she  went  in.  After  all,  I  thought,  we  signed  the  lease  and 
Peggy  had  deposited  our  checks. 

Another  week  passed  and  we  rented  our  old  apartments,  fantasized  about 
arranging  the  furniture,  and  told  friends,  magazines  and  department  stores  of  our 
pending  address  change.  We  were  feeling  very  high. 

The  phone  rang  at  midnight  on  Friday,  about  two  weeks  after  the  lease  had 
been  signed.  Peggy,  a  divorced,  professional  woman  in  her  40s,  was  on  the  line. 
She  was  sorry  but  there  was  some  question  about  when  the  apartment  would  be 
available.  Confused,  and  beginning  to  realize  that  the  apartment  was  not  going  to 
be  ours,  I  then  listened  to  her  give  two  other  reasons  why  she  couldn’t  rent  us  the 
apartment.  At  last  she  came  out  with  the  real  reason. 

She  didn’t  want  to  accept  two  men  as  tenants  since  they  usually  weren’t  very 
stable.  She  had  had  another  couple  of  men  and  one  had  lost  his  job  so  they  had  had 
to  break  the  lease,  etc.,  “Well  you  understand.” 

I  didn’t  understand  and  pressed  the  point;  telling  her  that  Phil  could  afford 
the  rent  by  himself. 

“Well,”  Peggy  said,  still  wanting  to  be  polite,  “I’m  really  looking  for  a  nice 
young  couple.” 

“We  are  a  nice  young  couple,”  I  told  her.  “Phil  and  I  have  been  lovers  for 
almost  three  years.” 

“Oh!  You  know  what  I  mean,  a  man  and  a  woman.” 

“No!  I  don’t  know  what  you  mean,”  I  responded  not  attempting  to  conceal 
my  fury. 

“Well  I’ll  just  return  your  money,”  she  told  me. 

“Don’t  return  anything,”  I  replied,  “until  I  speak  to  my  attorney.”  I  knew 
that  she  was  breaking  contract. 

Once  we  decided  that  we  no  longer  wanted  to  live  in  the  building  with  Peggy  as 
owner-occupant  living  below  us,  there  was  nothing  we  could  do.  The  rental  agent 
professed  anger  and  embarrassment.  He  said  that  he  would  never  deal  with  Peggy 
again.  We  got  all  our  money  back.  I  suppose  we  were  expected  to  disappear 
quietly,  without  any  fuss. 

Our  friends  were  stunned,  and  we  all  became  well  instructed.  But  what  could 
we  do?  People  have  a  right  to  be  bigots,  I  guess.  Even  Villagers.  Even  in  1976. 

I’ve  been  a  bit  different  s;nce  then,  a  little  more  uncertain,  and  a  lot  more 
angry.  A  kind  of  feeling  I  imagine  felt  by  Jews  or  Blacks  or  Hispanics  when  they’re 
supposed  to  realize  they  aren’t  wanted,  and  are  expected  to  go  away  quietly.  Not  a 
nice  feeling  at  all!  But  at  least  those  other  groups  have  civil  rights  legislation  to 
protect  them. 

This  happened  the  same  week  that  the  Supreme  Court  refused  to  rule  on  the 
constitutionality  of  the  sodomy  laws.  This  was  the  first  time  that  I  had  ever 
experienced  homophobia  in  this  way.  Complacency  is  a  luxury  that  no  lesbian  or 
gay  man  can  afford  to  indulge  in. 
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DEAR  ANN  LANDERS:  I  read  the 
letter  from  “Frightened  and  Alone,” 
the  40-year-old  homosexual  who  was 
threatened  with  blackmail.  I  really  do 
sympathize  with  him.  I  also  realize  how 
important  it  is  for  him  to  remain  “in 
the  closet.”  Although  people  are 
becoming  a  great  deal  more 
enlightened  on  the  subject,  it’s  still  not 
safe  to  “announce.” 

I  did,  however,  resent  it  very  much 
when  your  correspondent  referred  to 
his  homosexuality  as  a  “severe  person¬ 
ality  disorder.”  He  did  all  of  us  (yes,  I 
am  One)  a  grave  disservice. 

Did  you  not  read  that  the  American 
Psychiatric  Association  removed 
homosexuality  from  its  list  of  mental 
disorders?  They  substituted  a  category 
called  “sexual  orientation  disturb¬ 
ances”  which  includes  those  who  are 
bothered  by  or  ,  wishj  to  \  change  their 
sexual  orientation.  I  believe  the  man 
who  wrote  to  you  belongs  in  the  latter 
category. 

I  would  appreciate  it,  Ann,  if  you 
would  set  the  record  straight.  Thank 
you. 

—ANOTHER  LIFESTYLE 

DEAR  ANOTHER:  The  record  will 
never  be  set  straight  until  the  story  is 
told  about  the  behind-the-scenes  baf- 
|t(ling:that|went  on  when  the  American 
Psychiatric  Association  ran  into  that 
buzz  saw. 

Many  psychiatrists  refused  to  accept 
the  decision.  They  made  it  abundantly 
clear  that  the  American  Psychiatric 
Association  does  not  speak  for  all  its 
members.  My  principal  consultants 
disagreed  with  the  decision.  And  that’s 
where  I  stand. 

I  fought  for  the  civil  rights  of  homo¬ 
sexuals  20  years  ago  and  argued  that 
they  should  be  regarded  as  full  and 
equal  citizens.  However,  I  do  NOT 
believe  homosexuality  is  “just  another 
lifestyle.”  1  believe  these  people  suffer 
from  a  severe  personality  disorder. 
Granted,  some  are  sicker  than  others, 
but  sick  they  are,  and  all  the  fancy 
rhetoric  by  the  American  Psychiatric 
Association  will  not  change  it. 

— From  Ann  Landers’  nationally- 
syndicated  column  of  July  23,  1976. 


MANCHESTER  'StiS*.'  UNION  UADER 


LOS  ANGELES  —  As  part  of  its  Bi¬ 
centennial  celebration,  the  City  of 
Angels  officially  observed  Gay  Pride 
Week.  The  seven  days  of  festivities  cul¬ 
minated  Sunday,  the  Fourth  of  July, 
with  the  homosexuals  proudly  promen¬ 
ading  through  the  streets  of  Holly¬ 
wood. 

The  Independence  Day  parade 

COME  TO... 
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involved  “floats,  bands,  politicians 
and  dignitaries,  and  cadres  of  marchers 
from  gay  religious,  social  service,  poli¬ 
tical,  motorcycle  and  social  groups.” 

Mayor  Thomas  Bradley  made  it 
official  with  his  proclamation  that 
“.  .  .  gays  have  played  significant  roles 
in  the  history  of  our  country,  from  the 
days  of  the  revolutionary  founding  to 
the  present  time,  and  continue  today 
the  human  struggle  for  civil  liberties 
and  individual  freedoms  on  which 
America  is  founded.” 

Certainly,  there  is  truth  in  this. 
Many  artists,  writers,  soldiers,  scien¬ 
tists,  scholars  and  statesmen  have  been 
homosexual.  What  is  wrong  with 
Mayor  Bradley’s  official  proclamation 
of  Gay  Pride  Week,  however,  is  that 
Los  Angelenos  were  not  being  asked  to 
celebrate  individual  achievements. 
They  were  being  invited  to  celebrate  a 
common  affliction:  homosexuality. 
Only  a  sick  society  would  render 
tribute  to  a  sickness. 

It  is  one  thing  to  curb  police  harass¬ 
ment  and  social  persecution  of  homo¬ 
sexuals.  There  is  merit  in  the 
contention  that  the  constabularies 
ought  not  involve  themselves  in  the 
private  affairs  of  consenting  adults  as 
long  as  they  do  not  do  it  in  the  streets 
and  frighten  the  horses.  But  it  is 
another  thing  altogether  to  elevate 
homosexuality  —  the  consequence 
often  of  a  damaged  family  and  home 
environment  —  to  the  level  of  a  praise¬ 
worthy  “life  style.” 

The  family  remains  the  bedrock  of 
society.  This  is  the  single  institution 
which  cannot  crumble  if  society  is  to 
endure.  Yet,  in  America’s  popular 
culture  and  media,  marriage  and  the 
family  are  incessantly  ridiculed  by  the 
proponents  of  the  Playboy  philosophy, 
homosexuality,  the  commune  and  the 
Cosmopolitan  Girl. 

There  are  several  ways  of  looking  at 
a  society  which  celebrates  Gay  Pride 
Week.  The  modern  view  is  to  proclaim 
the  reaching  of  yet  another  milestone 
on  the  road  up  from  the  Old  Puritan¬ 
ism  to  the  new  freedom.  The  more 
traditional  view  is  to  see  this  as  another 
exhibit  in  history’s  convincing  case  that 
America  has  passed  beyond  maturity 
to  decadence,  that  we  are  emulating, 
with  alarming  exactitude,  the  final 
follies  of  the  Weimar  Republic. 

Which  is,  of  course,  how  the  ever- 
patient  Soviets  see  all  this.  The  only 
printed  matter  purged  more  relentlessly 
from  the  suitcases  of  incoming  Amer¬ 
icans  than  political  tracts  or  religious 
texts  is  pornography. 

—from  Patrick  Buchanan’s  (former 
Nixon  speechwriter)  column,  printed  in 
the  Manchester  Union  Leader,  July  8. 

“Only  a  sick  society  would  render 
tribute  to  a  sickness.”  So  says  Pat 
Buchanan  in  a  piece  at  the  top  of  our 
front  page  today  which  discusses  the 
incredible  fact  that  Los  Angeles, 
actually  as  part  of  its  Bicentennial  cele¬ 
bration,  officially  by  its  mayor’s  order, 
observed  Gay  Pride  Week.* .  .  . 


Be  sure  to  read  what  Pat  Buchanan 
has  to  say  on  this  matter.  And  those 
Americans  who  do  not  believe  in  elevat¬ 
ing  sickness  and  perversion  to  the  level 
of  respectability  must  realize  that  never 
was  it  more  important  for  them  to 
stand  firm  and  hold  their  light  high  in 
support  of  the  family  and  moral  and 
decent  living. 

—  From  an  editorial  in  the  Manchester 
Union  Leader,  printed  on  the  front 
page  of  the  July  23,  1976  edition. 


CE 


“A  Reagan  adviser  predicts  a  dirty 
campaign  based  on  fomenting  fears: 
‘We’ve  got  to  prove  he’s  [Carter]  a  liar. 
Play  the  Udall  tapes  attacking  Carter. 
Ask  what  he  would  really  do  about 
abortion.  About  homosexual  rights. 
It’s  got  to  be  pure  fear  ...  I  don’t  see 
any  other  way.  By  the  time  the 
Republicans  come  out  of  their 
convention  it  will  be  the  seventh  inning 
and  we’ll  be  behind  7  to  O’.” 

— From  Ken  Aufletta’s  “How  Carter 
Might  Blow  It”  in  the  Village  Voice, 
July  26. 


“When  I  met  up  with  Jack  [Ford] 
a  second  time  in  Los  Angeles,  two 
weeks  later,  he  was  amazingly  relaxed. 
Aside  from  a  tourist’s  obsession  with 
discussing  the  weather,  he  fit  right  in. 
Gone  was  the  suit  and  tie.  In  their 
place,  sandals,  brown  cords  and  a 
peasant  shirt.  He  spotted  me  in  the 
audience  during  a  station  break  at 
KHJ-TV’s  Tommy  Hawkins  morning 
talk  show.  He  was  disarmingly  breezy. 
“Hey,  how’s  it  goin’?” 

Jack  explained  there  would  be  more 
than  enough  time  for  another  inter¬ 
view  on  the  way  to  Santa  Barbara  in  a 
Winnebago  rented  for  the  campaign.  I 
suggested  we  start  the  conversation 
there,  of  course,  and  maybe  finish  up 
at  his  room  in  the  White  House. 

“Don’t  kid  yourself,”  Jack  inter¬ 
rupted,  “you’re  not  good-looking 
enough  for  that.”  He  fired  his  gap- 
toothed  grin  but  spared  me  The  Laugh. 
“Anything  you  want.  It’s  up  to  you.” 

He  took  a  seat  next  to  Tommy 
Hawkins,  a  popular  local  TV  host  who 
allows  viewers  to  call  in  questions  to 
his  guests. 

“We’re  visiting  with  Jack  Ford,” 
Hawkins  said,  “the  24-year-old  son  of 
President  Gerald  Ford.  We’ll  go  back 
here  to  line  two  ....  Hello  there.” 

Silence. 

“Turn  down  your  television.” 

“Oh,”  chirped  a  voice,  “good 
morning,  Tommy.” 

“Good  morning.” 

“Hi,  Jack.” 

“How  are  ya?” 
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All  right.  I’d  like  to  ask  you  about 
your  views  on  homosexuality.” 

A  stunned  pause.  “Uhhm  ...  my 
views  on  that  are  something  I  haven’t 
given  muchithought  to,quite  frankly.  I 
think  I  try  to  respect  everyone’s  point 
of  view  or  difference  of  opinion.  I 
don’t  have  any  strong  feelings  either 
way,  quite  frankly.  I’m  not  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  give  it  much'thought  quite 
frank  ...  to  be  quite  honest.” 

Tommy  threw  Jack  a  life  preserver. 
“All  right,  thanks  for  the  call.” 

—  from  Rolling  Stone,  July  29,  1976. 
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THE  WEEKLY  NEWSMAGAZINE 


“Sometime  Lay  Evangelist  Jimmy 
Carter  is  not  the  only  member  of  his 
Southern  Baptist  family  to  plunge 
into  religious  work.  His  younger 
sister  Ruth  Carter  Stapleton,  46,  has 
been  on  the  Gospel  trail  for  nine 
years  both  preaching  and  practicing 
what  she  calls  ‘healing  of  memories.’ 
She. works  not  only  with  her  fellow 
Protestants  but  with  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  as  well;  5,000  attended  one  of 
her  healing  sessions  in  Atlantic  City 
last  October.  She  also  conducted 
spiritual  workshops  in  75  other  U.S. 
cities  last  year,  as  well  as  in  Indo¬ 
nesia,  Malaysia,  Japan  and  Eng¬ 
land  .  .  . 

“She  has  described  her  work  in  a 
recently  published  book  called  The 
Gift  of  Inner  Healing  (Word  Books; 
$4.95).  In  it  she  tells  about  Mary 
Anne,  whose  marriage  she  saved; 
Jeff,  who  had  trouble  relating  to 
women;  and  Jody,  who  came  to  her 
because  he  was  troubled  about  his 
homosexuality.  Feeling  that  he 
needed  to  identify  with  a  father 
figure  during  his  childhood,  Staple- 
ton  led  him  back  through  his 
memories  to  the  time  he  was  six 
years  old,  sitting  in  his  mother’s 
kitchen.  ‘Now  the  doorbell  rings. 
Go  to  the  door  and  open  it,’  Staple- 
ton  directed.  ‘Who’s  going,  to  be 
there?’  asked  the  grown-up  Jody,  a 
bit  frightened.  Answered  Stapleton: 
‘Jesus  is  going  to  be  there.  He’s  got 
a  baseball  bat  and  glove  with  him. 
He  wants  you  to  play  ball  with  him.’ 
Thus,  writes  Stapleton,  ‘through  the 
prayer  of  faith-imagination  I  slowly, 
verbally  took  six-year-old  Jody 
through  an  entire  ball  game,’  with 
both  Jesus  and  Jody  going  up  to  bat. 
Through  further  sessions,  she  helped 
Jody  create  a  new  and  more 
supportive  ‘memory  bank.’  As  a 
result,  she  says,  he  gave  up  his 
homosexual  habits.” 

—  Time  Magazine,  April  26,  1976 
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News  Commentary 


July  4th  Coalition — 


View  from  the  Inside 


By  Steve  Ault 

NEW  YORK  —  The  march  and 
rally  in,Philadelphia,  sponsored  by  the 
July  4th  Coalition,  represents  the 
most  significant  mobilization  on  the 
Left  since  the  anti-war  actions  of  the 
60s  and  the  “Days  of  Rage.”  Often 
mobilization  coalitions  have  been 
pseudo-coalitions  of  front  groups  of 
a  parent  organization  having  an 
ideological  base  both  narrow  and 
rigidly  sectarian.  July  4th  is  a  true 
coalition,  perhaps  the  most  authentic 
to  be  seen  on  the  Left  in  recent 
times.  Black,  American  Indian,  and 
especially  Puerto  Rican  involvement 
was  prominent.  Grass  root,  action- 
oriented  groups  played  major  roles 
while  ideological  groups  in  search  of 
a  constituency  fortunately  absented 
themselves. 

For  those  of  us  who  had  been 
involved  in  mobilization  coalitions  of 
the  past,  the  lack  of  rancor  was 
indeed  a  novelty.  The  tacit  under¬ 
standing  to  avoid  ideological  debates 
enabled  the  coalition  to  attract  a 
wide  range  of  progressive  participa¬ 
tion.  Significantly,  the  Palestinian- 
Israeli  issue  was  scrupulously  avoided 
for  the  sake  of  unity  and  harmony. 
The  lack  of  ideological  interchange 
was  such  that  Alfredo  Lopez,  the 
national  coordinator,  remarked  at  a 
meeting,  “I  assume  everyone  here  is 
at  least  a  socialist,  but  I’m  not  even 
sure  of  that.”  Those  seeking  an 
ideological  statement  could  do  no 
better  than  to  note  Coalition  slogans: 
For  a  bicentennial  without  colonies 
— -  freedom  for  all  oppressed  nations; 
For  full  democracy  and  equality;  For 
jobs  and  a  decent  standard  of  living. 

There  were  a  variety  of  reasons  for 
a  major  mobilization  effort  at  this 
time,  some  obvious  and  others  less 
so,  but  probably  all  were  essential. 
Demonstrations  do  have  an  effect  — 
ask  the  Vietnamese  people  who  were 
able  to  view  the  cumulative  result  of 
the  anti-war  movement  from  the  per¬ 
spective  of  a  protracted  struggle, 
while  we  here  were  often  so  frustra¬ 
ted.  Then,  of  course,  there  was  the 
bicentennial,  celebrating  the  so-called 


liberation  of  the  American  people 
from  colonial  tyranny.  A  different 
analysis  was  needed.  Should  the 
Native  American  joyously  celebrate 
200  years  of  systematic  genocide; 
should  Blacks,  Women,  and  Gays 
celebrate  a  revolutionary  legacy 


which  considered  them  non-persons 
then,  and  little  better  now;  and  why 
should  we  celebrate  a  revolution 
against  foreign  tyranny  when  the 
post-revolutionary  institutions  feed 
on  colonialism  and  imperialism?  The 
largest  contingent  was  organized  by 
the  Puerto  Rican  Socialist  Party 
which  is  leading  the  struggle  to 
liberate  Puerto  Rico  from  American 
colonialism.  “  .  .  .  After  200  years, 
what  do  we  have  to  celebrate,”  the 
main  slogan  and  the  political  focus 
of  the  July  4th  Coalition  was  well 
chosen. 

There  were  reasons  for  the  mobili¬ 
zation  which  were  less  obvious.  The 
radical  movement  did  not  die  in  the 
70s;  it  diversified.  The  dramatic, 
single  issue  focus  of  the  60s  has  given 
way  to  a  multitude  of  struggles  which 
the  establishment  press  has  attempted 
to  obscure.  Sound  and  lasting 
organizational  work  has  been 
achieved  through  daily  confrontations 
with  the  symptoms  of  our  society 


which  are  perpetually  being  spawned 
by  the  internal  contradictions  of  our 
diseased  capitalist  state.  With  diver¬ 
sity,  however,  has  come  isolation. 
Involved  intensely  with  our  own  con¬ 
stituency,  struggling  against  a 
particular  manifestation  of  oppres¬ 
sion,  one  can  lose  the  perspective  of 
the  gestalt.  And  with  isolation  can 
come  despair,  cynicism  and  distrust. 

A  large  multi-issue  mobilization 
coalition  dispels  isolation.  It  becomes 
a  forum  for  exchanging  ideas  and 
techniques.  Through  mutual  expres¬ 
sions  of  solidarity,  relationships  are 
drawn  between  the  various  elements 
participating.  The  physical  reality  of 
working  together  is  as  important  to  a 
successful  coalition  as  is  the  syn¬ 
thesis  of  abstract  political  concepts 
and  methods.  A  major  endeavor  of 
this  sort  provides  a  change  of  pace,  a 
vitality  and  psychological  boost  that 
even  political  activists  need  now  and 
then.  Old  contacts  are  re-established, 
new  ones  are  made,  and  the  yet-to- 
be-realized  goal  is  sought  —  a  strong 
and  cohesive  coalition  of  progressive 
elements  which  in  unity  shall  over¬ 
come  the  ruling  class  and  create  a 
better  society. 

The  response  of  most  members  of 
the  National  Board  to  Gay  input  has 
been  positive.  The  objections  that 
have  been  raised  derive  more  from 
ignorance  than  hostility.  The  ensuing 
dialogue^  werej  often  substantive  and 
enlightening.  One  member  claimed 
that  Gay  rights  is  a  legitimate  issue 
although  secondary  to  racism  and 
imperialism.  To  construe  the  Gay 
liberation  struggle  to  be  a  lobbying 
effort  for  legislation  was  to  equate 
the  struggle  against  racism  with  the 
civil  rights  movement  for  the  legisla¬ 
tion  of  the  60s.  Racism  runs  deeper 
than  that  and  so  does  sexism.  In 
response  to  the  assertion  that  Gay 
liberation  is  politically  unimportant, 
we  stated  that  the  whole  matter  of 
importance  was  one  of  expediency, 
and  to  grab  an  issue  because  it  has  a 
>  convenient  handle  is  the  type  of 
politics  we  should  fight  against.  In 
these  discussions  we  refrained  from 


pitting  one  type  of  oppression  again' 
another,  and  avoided  the  role  of  th 
single  issue  protagonist.  Those  wh 
do  employ  such  tactics  should  no 
enter  into  coalition  politics.  Ther 
were  those  in  the  Coalition  whi 
objected  to  the  inclusion  of  Ga; 
demands  on  the  grounds  that  ther 
would  be  no  Gay  presence  at  thi 
eyent.  Besides  being  politically  ex 
pedient  and  morally  wrong,  the  ob 
jection  was  rendered  moot. 

In  the  short  period  of  five  weeks 
and  with  three  other  events  compet 
ing  for  the  energies  of  Gay  activists 
a  frenetic  if  disorganized  mobilizatior 
netted  the  participation  of  over  on< 
thousand  Lesbians  and  Gay  mer 
marching  in  one  of  several  Ga> 
contingents.  The  two'  Gay  spokes- 
people,  Jill  Raymond  and  Joann. 
Passarro,  unfortunately  did  not 
speak,  for  the  rally  was  suddenly 
terminated  by  a  downpour  of  mon¬ 
soon  proportions.  The  supposed  high 
point  of  the  rally,  the  American 
Indian  address  and  the  presentation 
of  the  National  Board  document,  was 
also  rained  out.  Several  other  notables 
were  also  unable  to  speak. 

The  reviews  have  been  quite  posi¬ 
tive,  although  some  criticism  is  in 
order.  A  few  of  the  early  speakers 
were  blatantly  sexist,  but  loud  exhor¬ 
tations  from  the  sizable  women’s 
contingent  educated  the  “elite”  on 
the  stage.  In  organizing  the  event, 
there  should  have  been  more 
outreach  to  feminist  and  labor 
groups.  Besides  the  obvious  dis¬ 
appointment  with  the  rainout,  the 
response  of  most  Gays  has  been 
favorable.  The  July  4th  Coalition  has 
decided  to  remain  intact  and  there  is 
developing  sentiment  for  a  Gay 
presence  in  the  form  of  a  Gay  cau¬ 
cus.  More  information  about  that  at 
a  later  date. 

(The  writer  is  a  member  of  the 
National  Board  of  the  July  4th  Coali¬ 
tion  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Steering  Committee  of  Christopher 
Street  Liberation  Day  Committee  ’76 
and  the  National  Coalition  of  Gay 
Activists.) 


Text  of  David  Thorstad’s  NYSCGO  Demonstration  Speech,  July  11 


(David  Thorstad  is  an  organizer  of 
the  July  11  demonstration,  a  former 
president  of  the  Gay  Activists  Alli¬ 
ance,  plaintiff  in  a  Lambda  Legal 
Defense  &  Education  Fund  suit  chal¬ 
lenging  the  constitutionality  of  the 
New,  York  State  sodomy  law,  and  co¬ 
author  of  the  book  The  Early  Homo¬ 
sexual  Rights  Movement  [1864-1935].) 

Sisters  and  Brothers, 

Let  me  share  with  you  a  few  things 
that  I  know  about  gay. 

I  know  that  gay  is  good. 

I  know  that  gay  is  proud. 

I  know  that  gay  is  beautiful. 

The  gay  liberation  movement 
taught  me  that. 

But  I  also  know  —  and  I  feel  it  in 
my  guts  —  that  gay  is  angry!  I  did 
not  know  this  at  first.  At  first,  I  — 
like  so  many  of  us  here  —  turned  my 
anger  inward  on  myself.  But  the  gay 
liberation  movement  opened  my  eyes 
and  taught  me  how  to  look  around 
and  see  oppression  where  it  was.  It 
taught  me  how  to  recognize  injustice. 
Now,  I  hate  injustice.  Now,  I  turn 
my  anger  outward,  at  the  injustice  of 
this  society  toward  my  millions  of 
sisters  and  brothers.  I  have  learned 
that  the  only  way  to  correct  injustice 
is  to  fight  back  against  it.  That’s 
what  we’re  doing  today. 

And  we’re  fighting  not  only  for 
ourselves,  but  also  for  those  millions 
of  homosexuals  who  have  not  yet 


opened  their  dark  closets  of  fear. 

It  is  sad,  but  true,  that  we  still 
have  few  friends  among  other  op¬ 
pressed  peoples  willing  to  join  us  in 
this  fight.  But  their  numbers  are 
growing.  We  know  that  we  are  the 
cutting  edge  of  the  revolution  for  a 
better  world.  We  know  something 
about  oppression.  And  we  know 
something  about  freedom  too. 
Freedom  is  something  we  have  never 
tasted. 

We  are  here  today  to  send  a  mes¬ 
sage  to  the  world.  That  message  is 
this:  So  long  as  one  homosexual 
remains  in  bondage,  no  one  — 
whether  th^y  be  Black,  Indian, 


BOSTON  —  Lawyers  for  Susan 
Saxe  have  filed  a  motion  in  US  Dis¬ 
trict  Court  asking  that  all  charges  be 
dropped  against  her  on  the  grounds 
that  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  has  broken  the  Interstate 
Agreement  on  Detainers.  The  Defense 
motion  names  Suffolk  County  Superior 
Court,  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons, 
and  the  Warden  of  MCC  Federal 
Prison  in  New  York  City  as  respon¬ 
dents  in  the  case.  The  Defense  con¬ 
tends  that  the  constant  transferring  of 
Saxe  undermines  her  ability  to  defend 
herself  against  the  charges  which  she 
faces  arising  out  of  the  1970  Brighton 


Puerto  Rican,  Chicano,  women,  or 
workers  —  will  be  free.  There  can  be 
no  revolution  without  us! 

We’re  here  today  to  demand  basic 
rights  that  everybody  else  takes  for 
granted.  But  we  know,  deep  down, 
that  we’re  struggling  for  much  more 
too.  We  are  not  satisfied  with  merely 
being  tolerated  —  though  we’re  not 
even  that  yet.  We’re  not  satisfied 
with  token  gay  planks  in  party  plat¬ 
forms  —  though  we  did  not  even  get 
that  from  the  Democratic  circus  per¬ 
formers  who  will  be .  showing  off 
across  the  street.  No.  We  want  a  new 
and  better  world,  in  which  gay  will 
be  unchained  and  free.  We  want  a 


bank  robbery.  The  purpose  of  the 
Interstate  Agreement  on  Detainers  is  to 
protect  the  constitutional  rights  of 
prisoners  in  such  situations.  Saxe  was 
recently  transferred  from  Worcester 
County  jail  in  Massachusetts  to  two 
New  York  area  jails.  She  is  presently 
incarcerated  at  MCC  in  New  York. 

The  Defense  had  filed  several  mo¬ 
tions  before  Judge  Walter  H. 
McLaughlin,  judge  in  the  trial  which  is 
scheduled  at  this  point  to  begin  on 
September  15,  asking  Saxe’s  immediate 
return  to  Massachusetts.  However,  the 
judge  has  declined  to  rule  on  any  of  the 


world  in  which  not  only  we,  but 
everyone  else  too  will  know  that  gay 
is  good  and  gay  is  beautiful!  We 
want  a  society  that  will  throw  all  the 
oppression  and  garbage  of  capitalism 
into  the  trashcan  of  history. 

But  we  will  never  be  free  if  we  rely 
on  others  to  free  us.  We  must  build 
our  own  struggle,  as  we  are  doing 
here  today,  and  make  no  concessions 
to  anyone.  Kurt  Hiller,  a  hero  of  the 
early  homosexual  rights  movement  in 
Germany,  said  it  well  in  1921:  “The 
liberation  of  homosexuals  can  only 
be  the  work  of  homosexuals  them¬ 
selves!” 

JUSTICE! 


motions.  In  view  of  McLaughlin’s 
refusal  to  act,  the  Defense  filed  its 
motion  in  federal  court  last  Thursday, 
asking  for  an  immediate  hearing  to  be 
held  in  the  case. 

“The  government  has  broken  the 
Detainers  agreement  a  million  times  in 
this  case,”  Byrna  Aronson  old  the 
Susan  Saxe  Defense  Committee  told 
GCN.  “We’ve  done  a  lot  of  research 
on  the  law  and  they’ve  broken  it.  If  it 
were  anyone  else,  the  charges  would 
have  to  be  dropped.  But  here  it’s  Susan 
Saxe  and  she’s  clearly  a  political 
prisoner  so  it’s  a  difficult  situation  .  .  .” 


Saxe  Lawyers  Ask  Dismissal  of  Charges 
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Politics  of  damp 


By  Tommi  Avicolli 

What  role  does  camp  play  in  our  gay 
culture?  Is  it  merely  the  gay  “humor?” 
Or  are  there  strong  political  statements 
being  made  in  the  context  of  what 
many  of  us  see  as  harmless  fun? 

Camp  originates  in  the  shadowy 
days  before  gays  became  politicized.  In 
that  it  containes  many  elements  which 
are  misogynistic  and  effemophobic,  I 
would  question  its  significance  to  the 
new  gay  culture  being  built  upon  and 
around  our  struggle  against  sexism. 

Of  course  all  camp  is  not  misogynis¬ 
tic  and  effemophobic.  However,  some 
of  the  underlying  assumptions  through 
which  camp  operates,  though,  are 
sexist  and  racist.  These  underlying  as¬ 
sumptions,  which  I  find  offensive,  are 
as  follows: 

1)  The  assignment  of  roles  based  on 
traditional  masculine  or  feminine  char¬ 
acteristics,  i.e.,  any  male  who  is  effem¬ 
inate  is  called  a  “she,”  and  any  male 
who  is  masculine-identified  is  termed  a 
“he.”  In  other  words,  camp  designates 
heterosexual  roles  to  gay  males.  It  re¬ 
inforces  the  notion  that  being  effemi¬ 
nate  means  being  weak,  passive,  dumb, 
etc.,  while  being  masculine  equals 
being  aggressive,  outward-oriented, 
logical,  and  so  forth. 

2)  Camp  Drag  in  which  female  role 
models  are  put  up  to  ridicule.  My  prob¬ 
lem  with  this  is  that  no  attempt  is  made 
to  put  male  role  models  to  equal  ridi¬ 
cule.  Why  is  it  drags  will  mock  the 
roles  women  have  been  forced  to  ful¬ 
fill  but  not  the  equally  absurd  roles 
men  still  play?  It  seems  a  slap  in  the 
face  to  women  to  see  men,  who  have 
yet  to  give  up  their  privileged  mascu- 


list  roles,  mocking  the  way  their 
mothers  were  forced  to  dress  and  act. 
After  all,  the  pain  our  mothers  (and 
sisters)  are  going  through  to  fit  the 
socially  accepted  “feminine”  mold  is 
not  funny.  But  if  we  must  put  women’s 
roles  to  ridicule,  let’s  also  put  men’s 
roles  to  the  same  firing  line. 

3)  Certain  references  to  women  that 
denote  a  hatred  or  dread  of  femininity 
(i.e.,  misogyny).  Consider,  what  is  the 
intention  of  calling  women  “cunts”? 
Men  are  never  referred  to  as  “pricks,” 
or  “cocks.”  Yet  women  must  suffer 
the  degredation  of  being  referred  to  as 
“bitches,”  “fish,”  and  “girls,”  in 
camp  circles.  There  are  no  similar 
references  to  men,  or  even  to  any  equal 
mocking  of  men’s  exaggerated  mascu¬ 
line  roles.  I  mean  if  you  find  a  woman 
in  ten  tons  of  Revlon  and  false  eye¬ 
lashes,  wig  and  short  dress  funny,  then 
shouldn’t  you  also  find  the  muscular, 
super  aggressive,  totally  unemotional 
male  just  as  much  an  extreme  and  just 
as  funny?  The  only  men  who  suffer  the 
same  degredation  as  women  in  camp 
are  the  effeminates.  Consider,  they 
are,  of  course,  referred  to  as  “fluff,” 
“cunts,”  and  “girls.”  Note  that  fe¬ 
male  terms  are  used  to  put  an  effemi¬ 
nate  down,  in  olther  words  to  say  that  a 
male  who  is  like  a  woman  is  despicable. 

4)  The  one  night  camp  routine  where 
the  otherwise  masculine-identified  man 
will  don  a  dress  and  mannerisms  sup¬ 
posedly  feminine  in  nature.  The  result, 
in  reality,  will  be  a  parody  of  a  woman, 
a  privileged  man’s  version  of  a  particu¬ 
lar  stereotyped  female,  whether  it  be  a 
prostitute-type  or  a  frumpy  housewife. 
What  this  man  ignores  is  the  pain  the 
woman  his  is  portraying  was  subjected 
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to  because  she  was  female  in  a  mi¬ 
sogynistic  society.  It  might  still  be 
funny  to  a  lot  of  whites  to  see  a  man 
dressed  as  Aunt  Jemima,  but  it’s  not  to 
a  greater  number  of  blacks. 

5)  Reading.  Reading  is  a  way  of 
asserting  power.  The  person  who  can 
read  the  fastest  and  with  the  least  con¬ 
cern  for  a  person’s  fellings  is,  of 
course,  in  control  of  the  situation. 
“Oh,  she  thinks  she’s  so  butch,”  is 
something  I’ve  heard  said  of  an  ef¬ 
feminate  faggot  who  exhibits  so-called 
masculine  qualities.  Such  a  statement, 
whether  in  jest  or  in  seriousness, 
expresses  the  ridiculous  idea  that  by 
nature  we  do  not  posses  both 
masculine  and  feminine  characteristics 
(i.e.,  we  are  all  androgynous,  which  we 
are!). 

Also,  as  concerns  reading,  I  have 
this  dislike  for  gay  men  who  can  do 
nothing  else  but  “read”  everyone  who 
walks  into  a  room  at  a  meeting,  or  in  a 
bar.  There  is  something  very  destruc¬ 
tive  about  this  type  of  attitude. 

6)  Racist  terms  like  “dinge  queen” 
(referring  to  a  white  male  who  engages 
in  sex  with  black  males)  and  “snow 
queen”  (black  men  who  have  sex  with 
white  males).  Obviously  these  terms 
have  derived  from  the  racism  within 
our  bars,  our  attitudes  and  certainly 
the  racism  within  our  language. 

Perhaps  camp  needs  to  be  seen  in 
light  of  other  behavior  patterns  learned 
in  childhood  and  never  questioned  — 
concepts  like  god,  government  and 
family  which  are,  of  coufse,  to  be 
preserved  at  all  costs.  Camp  was 
probably  a  great  relief  for  faggots 
many  years  ago,  feeling  basically 
isolated  in  their  “queerness.”  With  the 
emergence  of  the  gay  movement,  how¬ 
ever,  such  isolation  has  been  abandoned 
in  favor  of  a  national  support  network 
covering  all  areas  of  our  daily  lives 
(i.e.,  gay  teachers  associations,  gay 


democrats,  etc.).  We  no  longer  need  to 
feel  the  shame,  the  guiltiand  the  intim- 
lidation  )  that  a  strong  sexist  society 
produces  in  an  oppressed  people. 

To  me,  a  lot  of  camp  comes  from 
feelings  of  self-hatred  and  misogynistic 
and  effemophobic  feelings.  That’s  why 
excessive  reading  is  such  a  political 
statement  —  those  of  us  who  can’t  deal 
with  people  except  by  putting  them 
down  are  probably  victims  of  a  sociali¬ 
zation  process  that  has  degraded  us  for 
so  long  we  can’t  even  love  other 
faggots. 

I  don’t  think  reading  is  such  a 
pleasant  process.  I’ve  seen  drags 
“read”  an  unattractive  transsexual 
until  she  was  almost  in  tears  (and 
consequently  she  never  returned  to 
that  area  again,  believing  she  was 
ugly). 

Racism  and  sexism  are  inherent  in  a 
good  deal  of  our  language.  But  as  gays 
concerned  with  these  issues,  we  must 
not  overlook  the  obvious  examples  of 
racism  and  sexism  in  our  own  special 
language  —  CAMP! 
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It  Pays  to  Advertise 


By  Patricia  Jean 

I’m  not  sure  where  I  am,  I  don’t 
know  where  I’m  going  .  .  .  but  I  ami 

In  1974  I  found  myself  in  a  fading, 
but  friendly,  sexual  relationship  with  a 
man.  We  both  wanted  to  change 
direction.  I  had  always  known  I  was 
sexually  attracted  to  women  as  well  as 
men,  but  had  only  had  one  sexual 
relationship  with  a  woman  that  was 
like  “loving  sisters”  with  sex  added, 
but  hardly  romantic.  I  knew  next  to 
nothing  about  the  gay  scene,  and  for 
most  of  my  life  hadn’t  even  known 
there  was  one.  I  found  myself  thinking 
about  this  part  of  myself  more  and 
more.  I  wrote  to  D.O.B.  but  didn’t 
follow  through.  What  did  a  primarily 
heterosexual  suburbanite  have  to  bring 
to  these  women  who  knew  where  they 
were?  I  felt  as  uncomfortable  thinking 
of  meeting  them  as  I  had  always  felt 
with  the  straight  women  of  my  own  age 
I  had  known  —  who  obviously  knew 
some  secret  I  didn’t  —  how  to  fit  and 
where  they  were. 

The  discomfort  of  knowing  I  needed 
to  move  and  change  grew  until,  in 
desperation  and  with  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  a  gay  water-brother  who  let  me 
use  his  post  office  box,  I  placed  an  ad 
in  the  two  ex-underground  weeklies.  I 
expected  little  response,  so  I  bought  the 
ads  for  two  weeks  (ouch!):  “Woman 
44.  Still  learning.  Looking  for  someone 
to  share  with.”  The  post  office  soon 
found  my  friend’s  box  so  overcrowded 
that  they  started  baggin  his  mail  (with  a 
raised  eyebrow,  as  some  letters  were 

addressed  to  Ms.  Box  _ )!  I  had 

intended  answering  everyone,  even  if 
not  interested,  but  it  became  impossi¬ 
ble.  At  the  end  of  two  weeks,  over  175 
men  and  3  swinging  couples  had 
answered  my  ad  —  and  one  wo¬ 
man  .  .  .  the  only  woman  in  the 
readership  of  the  Real  and  the  Phoenix 
who  noticed  that  sexual  preference  was 
unspecified. 

Different  respondents  picked  up  on 
different  parts  of  the  ad.  My  age  was 
important  to  all  the  young  men  looking 
for  a  “Mrs.  Robinson.”  That  I  was 
still  learning  was  important  to  those 
who  wanted  the  pleasure  of  initiating 
me.  I  tended  to  respond  first  to  those 
for  whom  “sharing”  was  the  impor¬ 
tant  word.  I  met  some  fine  men,  two  of 
whom  are  still  acquaintances.  Lonely, 
good  people  but  not  the  ones  to  fill  my 
needs  —  or  I  theirs. 

The  woman  stated  that  she  was  a 
lesbian,  in  case  I  might  not  wish  to 
pursue  her  letter  further,  but  that  she 
was  interested  in  meeting  people  who 
shared  her  interests  (list  followed)  and 
that  sex  need  not  be  a  factor. 

I  was  so  excited,  I  was  scared  by  my 
own  excitement.  I  answered  immedi¬ 
ately  and  waited  suspensefully.  After 
all,  she  had  offered  me  a  chance  to 
explore  my  feelings  with  an  open 
“out”  of  just  sharing  common  inter¬ 
ests.  I  waited  and  waited,  increasingly 
disappointed  because  she  didn’t  reply. 
Had  I  said  the  wrong  thing  in  my 
letter?  Was  I  too  much  of  a  suburban 
housewife  type  to  interest  her?  Was  she 
too  busy  to  be  bothered?  I  felt  as  I 
had  when  I  was  younger  and  very  much 
wanted  to  call  a  boy  I  was  interested  in 
but  was  afraid  of  turning  him  off  by 
chasing  him.  Christ!  That  old  adoles¬ 
cent  pain  and  inadequacy  all  over 
again.  With  the  men’s  letters  I  had  felt 
in  control  —  but  not  with  this  one.  She 
had  included  her  phone  number  both 
for  home  and  work.  That  must  mean 
she  was  willing  to  have  me  call.  Would 
she  still  be  willing? 

Adrenalin  from  fear  making  my 
heart  pound  and  my  hand  shake,  I 


called  her  at  work.  There,  even  if  she 
was  cool,  it  wouldn’t  demolish  me.  It 
might  just  be  because  she  was  being 
overheard.  It  didn’t  help  any  when  my 
name  evoked  an  unenlightened 
“Who?”  Shit.  I’d  made  a  real  impres¬ 
sion.  Then  she  connected  and  it  got 
warmer  and  more  friendly.  We  made  a 
date  to  meet  for  dinner  and  to  talk. 
After  work.  In  a  few  days. 

Dilemma.  What  to  wear?  I  owned  a 
limited  wardrobe  that  fit  me.  Saris, 
long  skirts,  and  dungarees.  She  worked 
in  an  office  where  I  thought  that  none 
of  those  would  be  appropriate,  and  I 
thought  I  ought  to  dress  appropriately. 
I  dug  out  a  10-year-old  silk  dress  that 
was  so  much  the  dowdy-mother-at-a- 
PTA-meeting  that  I  felt  awful  in  it  — 
but  it  was  the  only  short  dress  that  fit. 
Shoes.  Damn!  The  only  ones  were  the 
old  pointy  toed  heels  that  hurt  my  feet. 
To  Boston.  My  self  image  unaccepta¬ 
ble  and  my  expectations  about  the 
same. 

Out  walked  my  date  in  a  pair  of 
casual  slacks  and  sandals.  End  of  the 
world.  Except  that  her  smile  was 
welcoming  and  her  consternation  at  my 
clothes  didn’t  show. 

We  walked  into  the  Winery,  stran¬ 
gers  who  had  no  difficulty  finding  a 
table  in  an  almost  empty  restaurant. 
We  walked  out  over  three  hours  later, 
two  people  very  interested  in  growing 
considerably  closer,  to  find  the  lounge 
SRO  waiting  for  tables. 

The  1270.  We  were  going  to  a  gay 
bar  together.  But  first  we  had  to  get  my 
car.  In  the  Common  garage  we  just  sat. 
I  wanted  to  kiss  her,  but  didn’t  have 
the  nerve,  and  she  was  wondering  what 
was  going  on.  We  kissed.  I  could 
move. 

I  could  move! ! 

That’s  more  than  we  could  do  in  the 
crowded  bar.  Just  as  well,  as  I  was  too 
scared  and  self-conscious  to  dance  and 
those  damn  shoes  hurt.  By  the  time  we 
had  had  enough  of  the  bar  it  was  “My 
place  or  yours?”  Turned  out  to  be 
mine.  Only  problem  was  the  fact  that 
my  bed  squeaked  and  that  my  bedroom 
was  right  over  my  father’s,  which 
inhibited  her  ...  for  a  very  few 
minutes.  We’re  both  fairly  loud.  We 
didn’t  have  much  time  left  for  sleep. 

In  the  morning  I  dropped  her  off  at 
the  train  on  my  way  to  work.  She 
borrowed  a  blouse  of  my  daughter’s  so 
that  she  wouldn’t  have  to  wear  her  own 
dirty  wrinkled  one.  Our  dates  became 
more  frequent.  We  talked  on  the  phone 
almost  every  day.  In  less  than  a  month 
we  decided  we  wanted  to  be  together. 
Needless  to  say,  I  stopped  answering 
all  those  nice  men.  A  month  later,  at 
my  birthday  party,  my  daughter’s 
friend  asked  her  if  my  lover  and  I  were 
dating.  My  daughter  said,  “I  guess  you 
could  call  it  that.”  The  response  was, 
“Good.  I  thought  those  were  dating 
presents.” 

The  acceptance  from  my  family  and 
friends  was  warm  and  real.  My 
daughter  had  known  for  a  long  time 
that  I  was  attracted  to  women  and  was 
only  surprised  because  my  lover  was 
not  the  physical  type  she  would  have 
expected  me  to  fall  for. 

Telling  my  77-year-old  father  was 
the  scary  thing.  I  knew  he’d  love  me 
anyway,  and  that  he  liked  my  lover, 
but  I  was  afraid  he  would  be  so 
uncomfortable  with  the  relationship 
that  communication  between  us  might 
break  down.  He  listened,  thought  for 
a  moment,  and  then  proved  that  he  was 
a  normally  curious  male.  He  asked, 
“What  do  you  do?”  When  we  stopped 
laughing,  I  told  him.  He  got  turned  on 
by  it.  Heterosexual  male  —  normal 
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response;  communication  still  open. 

A  commuting  love  affair  between 
central  Mass,  and  the  North  Shore 
meant  loss  of  time  together  and  loss  of 
sleep. 

To  the  rescue  came  my  daughter  and 
her  husband,  who  were  looking  for  a 
new  apartment.  They  decided  if  I 
wanted  to  move  in  with  my  lover,  they 
would  be  willing  to  move  in  with  my 
father.  Did  my  lover  want  to  share  her 
private  space  with  me  on  a  full-time 
basis?  She  had  made  much  of  her  need 
to  feel  untrapped  and  free. 

Yes,  she  wanted  me.  She  would  take 
the  risk.  There  have  been  lots  of  scary 
times  before,  but  they  are  the  fears  of 
our  own  emotional  responses  that 
frequently  surprise  us. 

I  feel  that  she  is  much  farther  along 
the  road  of  understanding  of  herself 
than  I  because  she  had  to  come  to  grips 
with  the  feelings  and  problems  ^raised 
by  discovering  her  homosexualityearly 
in  life  and  through  her  several  long¬ 
term  relationships  with  other  lovers.  I 
feel  we  both  have  a  long  way  to  go  and 
a  lot  more  to  share  with  each  other. 
Who  knows  if  our  relationship  will  last 
another  week  ...  or  50  years.  Right 
now,  it  seems  like  the  longer  the  better* 
May  it  last  as  long  as  we  need  it  ana 
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may  it  cease  when  we  have  come  to 
simply  coexist  out  of  habit  or  when  we 
have  other  growing  needs. 

I  have  found  relating  with  women 
my  own  age  easier  now.  First  with  my 
gay  sisters  and,  through  them,  with  my 
straight  sisters.  The  only  straight  I  am 
against  is  found  in  “straight  and 
narrow.”  And  there  are  a  lot  of 
straight  and  narrow  homosexuals  as 
well  as  heterosexuals. 

The  New  England  Gay  Conference 
at  Worcester  has  left  me  with  a  very 
warm  feeling,  and  a  desire  to  share  my 
story.  Before  that  weekend  I  felt  it  was 
really  too  dull  to  share,  but  I’m  now 
increasingly  aware  that  there  are  others 
who  need  to  hear  from  everyone.  I’m 
not  the  only  one  who  has  walked  and  is 
walking  in  ignorance  —  yearning  to 
know.  When  a  person  from  Maine 
doesn’t  know  that  the  Gender  Identity 
Service  exists,  and  a  young  woman 
thinks  that  by  the  time  you’re  25 
you’re  supposed  to  know  everything, 
and  monogamists  and  open  marriage 
people  can  fail  to  understand  that  both 
life  styles  have  validity,  then  maybe  I 
can  say  something  worth  saying  after 
all. 

I  think  so. 

i  i  ■  . - .  ,  — 
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$)ai7  Kartman,  $)an>  Hartman, 


&)l^ere  Are  ?  ou  Going? 


A  Review  by  Gary  Jane  Hoisington 

Mary  Hartman,  Mary  Hartman  has 
just  gone  into  re-runs.  Its  fame  — 
those  of  us  who  are  no  strangers  to 
guilt,  inner  and  outer  chaos,  waxy 
yellow  build-up,  infidelity,  mass 
murder,  and  the  joys  of  dusting  with 
Pledge,  and  who  often  confuse  these 
things  as  if  they  were  interchangeable 
—  may  have  needed  the  summer  break 
almost  as  much  as  the  overworked  cast 
and  crew. 

Things  reached  the  flash  point,  for 
me  at  least,  when  Merle  Jeeters  began 
putting  the  make  on  Loretta  while 
supposedly  resisting  the  blandishments 
of  “harlots  with  smarmy  thighs.”  I 
realized  that  if  anything  ever  happens 
,  to  sully  Loretta’s  innocence,  I  will  have 
to  be  put  into  Bellevue.  Moreover, 
Mary’s  impending  breakdown  was 
beginning  to  bear  a  certain  similarity  to 
my  own  life:  I  was  trying  to  resuscitate 
a  long-standing,  entirely  one-sided  love 
affair  “on  a  friendship  basis”  (a 
concept  that  would  appeal  to  the 
writers  of  Mary  Hartman),  had  revived 
a  perennial  dispute  with  the  billing 
department  of  a  local  hospital,  and  was 
spending  an  inordinate  amount  of  time 
crying  on  buses  and  arguing  with 
supermarket  cashiers. 

I  mention  this  not  for  any 
autobiographical  interest  it  may  hold, 
but  merely  to  indicate  the  mental 
terrain  where  Norman  Lear’s  “soap 
opera”  coincides  with  reality.  It  is  a 
place  where  fairly  decent,  well- 
meaning  people  who  need  love  cannot 
talk  to  each  other,  either  because 
they’ve  been  scarred  by  their  own  best 
intentions  or  because  a  jet  is  passing 
overhead,  or  both.  Joan  Didion  writes 
about  it;  so  does  Dory  Previn.  It  is 
probably  more  distinct  to  dwellers 
along  the  San  Andreas  fault  than  to 
many  who  live  here,  in  what  a  friend 
has  dubbed  Achievement  City.  But 
every  city  and  town  in  America 


manufactures  alienation,  loss  of 
identity,  dread.  What  is  unique  in 
Fernwood,  Ohio,  is  a  total  lack  of 
reticence  about  the  nature  of  things  on 
the  parts  of  the  people  who  live  there 
—  that  second  skin  of  reticence  that 
prevents  most  of  us  from  screaming  on 
the  subway  or  driving  our  cars  into 
policemen! 

For  example,  Betty,  Howard’s 
mother,  who  not  only  refuses  to  believe 
her  son  is  really  homosexual  but 
actually  begs  the  “separated”  married 
woman  next  door  to  seduce  him. 

or  Martha,  who  loses  her  “real” 
father  at  a  bus  stop  and  tells  her 
alcoholic  son-in-law,  in  a  peak  moment 
of  crisis,  that  he  must  never  leave  her 
home  without  giving  her  a  good-bye 
kiss.  “And  Tom,”  she  adds  distract- 
ly,  “try  to  stop  drinking.” 

or  Dennis  Foley,  whose  pursuit  of 


Mary  involved  getting  engaged  to  her 
sister  and  using  the  impending 
“loveless  marriage”  to  blackmail  Mary 
into  bed. 

Fernwood  is  America  and  its 

residents  are  us:  everyone  has  a  family, 
extended  or  nuclear,  which  at  some 
point  has  reserved  the  Starlite  Room  in 
a  Ramada  Inn,  either  for  a  wedding 
reception  or  an  anniversary  or-  for 
funeral  obsequies  “for  aged  itnd 
bedfast  dependents.”  Everyone  has 
had  his  or  her  heart  broken  in 
someplace  like  a  carwash  or  a  Howard 
Johnson’s  and  almost  everyone  has,  at 
one  time  or  another,  read  the  label  on 
the  Pledge  very  carefully,  aloud,  in 
order  not  to  cry  or  scream  or  smash  up 
the  furniture.  The  join  between  our 
inner  lives  and  exterior  absurdity  is 
invisible.  Even  the  best  people  —  the 
Dorothy  Parkers,  the  Scott 


Fitzgeralds,  the  Faulkners  —  have  been 
known  to  shop  at  Thriftimarts  and  to 
squirt  Arrid  Extra  Dry  on  their 
armpits.  That  is  in  fact  what  makes 
them  uniquely  American,  exogenous  to 
any  Bicentennial  virtues  currently 
being  trumpeted. 

Mary  Hartman,  Mary  Hartman  has 
been  favorably  compared  to 
Bergman’s  recent  work.  Actually  it  ha\ 
much  more  to  say  to  us  than  Face  to 
Face  or  Scenes  from  a  Marriage. 
Bergman  will  always  be  a  dramatist, 
and  since  he  is  a  rather  traditional 
artist  his  films  are  often  infected  by  a 
see-Jane-break-down,  conflict-cathar¬ 
sis-resolution  formula.  Life  in  Mary 
Hartman  is  infinitely  more 
complicated,  more  awkward.  You 
might  secretly  wish  to  be  Liv  Ullman  in 
any  number  of  existential  cleft  sticks  or 
spiritual  bake-offs,  but  you  would 
never,  ever  want  to  be  Mary  Hartman. 
You  might  take  to  rubbing  your  teeth 
or  gesturing  like  an  automaton;  you 
could  even  amuse  your  friends  by 
prattling  earnestly  about  laundry  soaps 
and  ring-around-the-collar.  But  you 
would  never  want  Mary’s  life,  or  even 
Mary’s  mind.  Louise  Lasser  has 
created  a  brilliantly  sympathetic  little 
girl  over  30  who  is  trying  to  get  by  “in 
a  world  that  may  not  be  worth 
surviving  in.”  Most  of  us  feel  more  on 
top  of  things  than  that,  even  with  our 
ruinous  affairs  and  our  incessant 
pilgrimages  to  the  place  Joan  Didion 
writes  about  in  Play  It  As  It  Lays : 

She  had  only  the  faintest  ugly  memory  .  .  . 
and  to  erase  it  from  her  mind  she  fixed  her 
imagination  on  a  needle  dripping  sodium 
pentathol  into  her  arm  and  began  counting 
backward  from  one  hundred.  When  that 
failed  she  imagined  herself  driving, 
conceived  audacious  lane  changes,  strategic 
shifts  of  gear,  the  Hollywood  to  the  San 
Bernardino  and  straight  on  out,  past 
Barstow,  past  Baker,  driving  straight  on 
into  the  hard  white  empty  core  of  the 
world.  She  slept  and  did  not  dream. 


Plan  Your  Summer  With  G.R.A.C 


By  David  Holland 

How’s  your  mirror  been  greeting 
you  lately?  Is  it  throwing  back  nasty 
comments  or  just  not  keeping  up  the 
image  you  expected?  And  how  about 
your  calendar?  Are  you  finding  more 
space  to  doodle  and  noting  occasional 
dates  in  blazing  red? 

Try  GRAC.  One  measured  teaspoon 
taken  once  nightly  can  help  to  alleviate 
sags.  Taken  in  regular  prescribed  doses 
it  can  put  back  the  nutrients  of  life  that 
may  have  been  lacking  in  your  day-to- 
day  diet.  GRAC  is  now  available,  free, 
of  charge  (though  donations  are  heartily 
accepted)  at  the  following  Boston  loca¬ 
tions: 


Mondays  —  (7:00)  Basketball  at 
YMCU,  48  Boylston  St. 

Tuesday  —  (6:45)  Splish-splash 
(Swimming)  at  Lindermann  Cen¬ 
ter,  Stamford  St. 

Thursday  —  Modern  Dance  and 
general  toe-tapping;  write  for  spe¬ 
cifics. 

Swimming  at  same  place  and  time 
as  Tuesdays. 

Fridays  —  (5:00)  Basketball  at  the 
beautiful  courts  of  the  Linder¬ 
mann  Center. 

Saturdays  —  (1:00)  Soccer  at  the 
Hatch  Shell  on  the  Esplanade. 

Sundays  —  (1:00)  Volleyball  at  the 
Hatch  Shell. 


Photo  by  Ray  Hopkins 


(8:00)  Games  Night,  cards  and 
board  that  is,  at  GCN,  22  Brom- 
field  St. 

GRAC  spelled  backwards  is  CARG, 
but  translated  properly  it  spells  out 
Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee, 
and  it  is  an  ad  hoc  committee  developed 
to  put  a  bit  of  movement  back  into  the 
lives  of  area  gay  men  and  women. 
Begun  by  George  Dimsey,  Don  Meuse, 
and  Martin  Langer  it  continues  to  blos¬ 
som,  offering  activites  for  the  non¬ 
professional  and  those  into  an  all- 
around  good  time.  Their  brochure, 


available  by  writing  GCN  Box  8000  at 
22  Bromfield  St.  in  Boston,  describes 
GRAC  in  the  best  way  possible.  “It 
doesn’t  matter  whether  you’ve  played 
before,  or  how  young  or  old  you  are, 
or  what  sex  you  are.  If  you  are  gentle, 
willing  to  learn  and  willing  to  share 
what  you  have  learned,  if  you  want  to 
have  fun  and  want  to  appreciate  games 
rather  than  conquer  them,  you’ll  feel  at 
ease.” 

And  to  my  thinking,  comfort  and 
ease  in  anything  is  the  daily  dose  that 
makes  my  mirror  a  pleasant  friend. 


I 
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DOWNSTAIRS  AT  THE 


ItadEL 


HOLLYWOOD  EAST  PRODUCTIONS  PRESENTS 

DIRECT  FROM  ATLANTA 

DANNY  WINDSOR’S 

UflDERGftOUflD  fOUIC/ 


A  satirical  look 
at  Broadway 
with  America's 
finest 

impressionists 


FEATURING 

Mickey  Martin 
Daisy  Dalton 
RC  Cola 
Kenny  White 
Danny  Windsor 


Tues  thru  Sat.  2  shows  nightly  9:30  and  midnight 

Sunday  —  one  show  —  9:00 

Disco  Dancing  before  and  between  shows 
Now  fully  air-conditioned 


> 
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The  View  fRom  the  Closet 


BUT  CAN //E  TYPE? 

By  A  N older  Gay 

Recent  accounts  of  Congressional 
hanky-panky  involving  Ms.  Elizabeth 
Ray  and  others  have  their  amusing 
\%  side.  On  balance,  however,  they  raise 
l  issues  which  trouble  those  of  us  con- 
*  cerned  both  with  the  structures  of 
government  and  with  the  roles  of 
;  women  in  our  society.  We  make  a 
;  mistake  if  we  limit  our  reaction  as  gays 
either  to  uncontrollable  laughter  or  to 
turning  various  shades  of  lavender  over 
these  immoral  heterosexuals  and  their 
obscene  caperings  while  on  govern- 
,  ment  handouts  (congressional  “perks” 
being  the  most  generous  public  welfare 
program  known  to  me).  The  bureau- 
1  cratic  exploitation  of  women  in 
government  is  only  one  degree 
removed  from,  and  intimately  linked 
to,  the  Federal  government’s  institu¬ 
tionalized  exploitation  of  gays. 

In  an  excellent  essay  in  the  June  12 
Boston  Globe  called  “The  Woman’s 
Role  in  Washington,”  Ms.  Caryl 
Rivers,  a  Washington  native  now 
teaching  at  Boston  University,  asserts 
that  the  real  issue  behind  the  Hays 
scandal  is  not  sex  but  “power  and  its 
uses.”  Authority  in  Washington  con¬ 
centrated  in  the  hands  of  men  who 
have  learned  to  profit  from  the  bureau¬ 
cratic  enterprise  as  a  power-generating 
system,  quite  aside  from  any  Ray-type 
fringe  benefits.  In  this  atmosphere 
“the  true  function  of  women,”  in 
Rivers’  words,  “is  to  service  the  vast 
machine  that  is  the  Federal  govern¬ 
ment.” 

Attracted  by  the  spurious  glamour 
of  “working  in  Washington,”  thou¬ 
sands  of  “G-girls”  flock  to  the  city 
each  year,  to  become  low-wage,  low- 
function  office  workers  whose  route  to 
good  times  is  the  appeal  of  a  young 
body.  “Can  a  man  who  uses  women 
like  Kleenex  be  sensitive  to  the  issues 
and  questions  raised  by  the  women’s 
movement?”  asks  Rivers.  Of  course 


not,  and  that  also  means  he  will  be 
similarly  insensitive  to  the  issues  raised 
by  the  gay  movement.  (This  is  quite 
apart  from  the  narrower  question  of 
whether  there  are  also  males  in  posi¬ 
tions  of  power  who  are  making  it  with 
their  male  staffers.) 

Linking  the  gay  and  women’s 
movement  is  the  effect  of  the  self- 
justifying  geometric  increase  in 
bureaucratic  power  and  activity  in 
Washington,  a  20th  century  phenome¬ 
non  especially  marked  since  World 
War  II.  The  question  here  is  whether 
the  costs  to  women  as  a  class  and  to 
gays  as  a  class  have  not  exceeded  the 
presumed  benefits.  Ponder,  if  you  will, 
the  implications  of  the  following  facts: 

1.  The  typewriter,  invented  in  1868, 
was  first  used  in  a  federal  office  in  1874 
and  had  become  common  by  1900; 
something  like  a  modern  file  cabinet 
was  also  invented  in  1868  and  soon 
adopted;  the  first  effective  carbon 
paper  was  developed  in  1905;  in  1912, 
modern  filing  systems  were  mandated 
in  the  federal  government.  Trivia?  No, 
necessary  technology  for  a  power 
increase  that  thrives  on  multiplying 
paperwork. 

2.  The  federal  government  produced 
about  one  and  one-half  million  cubic 
feet  of  records  between  the  Civil  War 
and  World  War  I.  It  created  two 
million  cubic  feet  per  year  during 
World  War  II  and  has  been  doing  in¬ 
creasingly  better  since  then,  thank  you. 
Is  it  surprising  that  the  few  male 
“clerks”  of  the  Walt  Whitman  era 
were  succeeded  by  increasing 
thousands  of  tractable  female  typists, 
file  clerks  and  office  machine  opera¬ 
tives? 

3.  The  staff  of  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  has  multiplied  fifteen¬ 
fold  in  the  last  22  years;  thus,  there  are 
plans  for  yet  another  mammoth  House 
Office  Building,  to  cost  $180  million 
and  destroy  more  than  100  homes  on 
the  south  slope  of  Capitol  Hill. 
Instead  of  the  demolition  of  100  more 


old  houses,  is  it  surprising  that  people 
are  raising  the  question  of  the  demoli¬ 
tion  of  the  federal  bureaucracy? 

It  seems  to  me  significant  that  the 
last  four  surviving  Presidential  candi¬ 
dates  (Brown,  Carter,  Ford,  Reagan) 
have  all  identified  in  one  way  or  an¬ 
other  with  a  minimalist,  decentralist, 
“off-our-backs”  posture  vis  a  vis 
Washington.  It  is  perhaps  time  the  gay 
and  women’s  movements  took  account 
of  the  political  tides  leading  to  this 
result.  It  might  be  argued  that  they 
promise  to  be  far  more  in  the  interest 
of  women  and  gays  than  the  standard 
centralizing,  bureaucratizing  policies 
advocated  or  fostered  by  the  standard 
brand  of  politician  for  the  last  forty 
years  at  least,  whether  liberal  Demo¬ 
crat,  Socialist,  or  authoritarian  Repub¬ 
lican. 

For  it  is  disproportionately  women 
(and,  I  suspect,  disproportionately 
gays,  not  to  mention  blacks)  who  are 
the  chief  victims  of  the  bureaucratic 
revolution  and  its  paper-wasting, 
people-wasting  technology.  It  is  they 
who  do  the  typing,  the  filing,  the 
mimeographing;  they  who  run  the  mail 
and  hold  the  lower  positions  in  these 
elephantine  staffs.  Further,  it  is 
employed  women,  gays  and  other 
singles,  as  well  as  the  working  poor  of 
whatever  persuasion,  who  pay  a  dis¬ 
proportionate  share  of  taxes  to  support 
this  vast  empire.  And  do  they  get  a 
disproportionate  share  of  the  benefits 
of  this  income  transfer  program?  Well, 
I’ve  got  news  for  you;  Elizabeth  Ray 
isn’t  the  only  one  who’s  been  getting 
screwed  regularly. 

I’m  for  politics \of  self-interest 
gays,  and  I  think  that  it  can  be  shown 
that  a  minimalist,  decentralized  federal 
government  is  more  in  the  interest  of 
gays  and  of  women  than  the  present 
Mandarin  system  of  concentrated 
Washington  power-mongering.  Given 
the  proportion  of  taxes  gays  pay  (and  I 
have  a  column  in  mind  on  gays  and  the 
tax  ripoff),  we  have  to  get  hardnosed 
about  such  mundane  items  as  zero-base 
budgeting,  sunset  laws,  and  other 
management  reforms  now  being 


advocated  and  instituted  on  the  state 
level  and  grievously  needed  on  the 
federal  level.  And  for  the  love  of  Mike 
(ah,  Mike!),  let’s  avoid  “endorsing” 
candidates  who  are  into  defending 
every  federal  program  the  bureaucrats 
have  dreamed  up  since  FDR  (regard¬ 
less  of  empirical  evidence  of  the 
Carthaginian  consequences),  just 
because  they  mouth  the  right  phrases 
about  gay  rights. 

In  the  first  quarter-century  after  the 
Bicentennial,  remembering  that  one  of 
the  grievances  listed  in  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  is  a  complaint  against 
swarms  of  bureaucrats,  gays  ought  to 
push  for  and  help  design  a  federally- 
supported,  decentralized  governmental 
system  which  would  make  it  possible 
for  tomorrow’s  “G-girls”  (and  guys) 
to  choose  to  stay  in  Boise  or  Sioux 
Falls  or  Portland  or  Chicago  or  what¬ 
ever,  enriching  the  common  life  in  all 
its  variety.  Let  them  work  in  regional 
and  community  development  pro¬ 
grams,  or  in  revivified  state  govern¬ 
ments,  developing  diverse  talents  and 
responsibilities  as  one  can  when  the 
scale  is  smaller.  And  let  the  bureau¬ 
crats  stay  within  reach  of  the  people;  it 
should  not  take  another  revolution  to 
remind  them  that  they  are  not  masters 
but  servants  of  the  public  interest. 

Interestingly  enough,  people  coming 
from  both  conservative-libertarian  and 
radical-anarchist  positions  seem  to  be 
arriving  at  the  same  place,  as  are  those 
without  particular  ideologies  who  are 
concerned  about  the  meaningfulness  of 
work  and  the  responsiveness  of  govern¬ 
ment  to  people  at  the  community  and 
individual  levels.  A  reduction  of  scale 
might  chasten  the  remaining  bureau¬ 
crats  as  well  as  reduce  their  numbers; 
perhaps  they  would  become  more 
aware  of  the  individual  and  diverse 
talents  of  their  smaller  staffs,  treating 
people  as  persons  and  not  as  typists 
and  file  clerks  and  receptionists  and 
bed  partners. 

Who  knows,  we  may  even  dream  of 
a  day  when  Wayne  Hays  has  so  small  a 
staff  that  he  has  to  share  the  office 
work.  “Ah  yes,  but  can  he  type?” 


By  Mike  Marko  wski 


All  is  well  at  12  Carver  and  Herbie’s 
Ramrod  Room.  On  June  30,  less  than 
two  weeks  after  a  fire  caused  the  bars 
to  close,  the  doors  were  re-opened.  The 
downstairs  bar,  which  suffered  most 
of  the  damage,  underwent  complete 
renovations  and  now  has  a  bumper 
pool  table  as  well  as  a  regulation  size 
table  for  the  customers’  use. 

The  Ramrod’s  July  8th  club  night 
was  a  lucky  night  for  John  R.  of 
Boston.  He  was  the  happy  winner  of 
the  Honda  360T  grand  prize  in  the  club 
night  drawing.  John  is  a  regular  Ram¬ 
rod  patron  and  is  already  taking 
lessons  to  help  get  his  motorcycle  li¬ 


cense  as  soon  as  possible. 

How  else  would  the  Boston  Vulcans 
hold  their  elections  but  with  a  pool 
party?  Member  Mike  R.  had  the  flock 
to  his  home  on  June  27  to  paddle 
around  his  huge  pool  before  casting 
their  ballots  for  the  new  slate  of  officers. 
The  results  of  the  elections  are  as 
follows: 

Rubber  Tea  Bag  (Pres.) — Rick  N. 

Rubber  Ball  (VP)— Joe  M. 

Rubber  Off  (Scribe) — Betty  F. 

Rubber  Hose  (Treas.) — Bob  H. 

Rubber  Bubble  (Sgt.  at  Arms) — Betty 
Duck 

Corresponding  Rubbin  Off — Lenny  C 

and  the  editor  of  the  club  paper 
“Dunkin  the  Issue” — Bobby  S. 

The  Vulcans  are  a  social  group  with 
chapters  in  Washington,  D.C.  and 
Boston  who  try  to  raise  monies  for 
charities  by  holding  special  events  and 
raffles.  The  clubs’  symbol  is  a  duck 
holding  a  rubber  ball  and  inner  tube; 
therefore  the  nickname  “The  Rubber 
Duckies”  has  been  given  the  Vulcan 
Rubber  Club. 


Got  the  word  that  the  ASMC  will  be 
giving  performances  of  “My  Fair 
ASMC”,  the  great  parody  of  “My  Fair 
Lady”  this  fall  at  the  Randolph  Coun¬ 
try  Club  and  DiRoccos  in  Tyngsboro. 
Plan  on  attending,  the  show  is  excel¬ 
lent.  Dates  and  times  shall  be  an¬ 
nounced. 

Be  on  the  lookout  for  Eagle  pins!!! 
The  Eagle  bars  of  Washington,  D.C. 
and  NYC  got  together  with  Joe  K., 
Captain  of  Entre  Nous  and  manager  of 
the  1270  Club  (with  its  downstairs 
Boiler  Room  for  the  L/L  set)  to  open 
the  Boston  Eagle  at  88  Queensberry  St. 
in  the  Back  Bay  on  August  1 .  Reports 
are  excellent  on  the  size  of  the  bar,  its 
masculine  atmosphere,  and  best  of  all, 
free  parking  for  a  hundred  cars.  Spe¬ 
cial  nights  with  special  prices  are 
planned  as  well  as  club  night(s),  week¬ 
end  brunches,  and  a  host  of  other  inno¬ 
vative  ideas.  It  took  a  while  for  the 
Eagle  to  hit  Boston,  but  it  seems  the 
wait  was  worth  it,  as  it  promises  to  be  a 
fantastic  new  bar  on  the  scene.  Full 
details  will  be  printed  in  the  next  arti¬ 
cle,  and  be  on  the  lookout  for  the 


Boston  Eagle  ads. 

For  those  looking  for  something  to 
do  before  and  after  the  bars: 

Tuesday  is  Gay  Roller  Skating  at  the 
Bal-a-Roue  in  Medford  (very  popular). 

Wednesday  Entre  Nous  members 
and  their  friends  meet  for  bowling.  It’s 
a  lot  of  fun  and  good  exercise,  too. 

Both  the  Regency  Baths  on  Otis  St. 
and  the  Club  Baths  on  LaGrange  offer 
special  price  nights. 

Jay  F.,  active  in  the  L/L  crowd  and 
musician  for  the  ASMC  show,  is  at  the 
Pulix  Theatre  in  Allston,  starring  in 
“Taming  of  the  Shrew”  until  July  31, 
and  for  the  month  of  August  will  ap¬ 
pear  in  “She  Stoops  to  Conquer.” 

Wayland  Flowers,  who_  helped  so 
much  to  make  the  benefit  for  Bobby  S. 
given  by  the  Boston  Club  last  year  such 
a  success,  is  in  the  Paul  Lynde  Show  at 
Cohasset,  Aug.  2-7. 

And  the  Boston  Eagle  and  Herbie’s 
Ramrod  Room  will  have  club  and 
other  special  price  nights  during  the 
week. 

So  who  says,  “There’s  nothing  to  do 
in  Boston?” 
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If  You’re 


Man  Enough... 


88  QUEENSBERRY  ST. 

(IN  THE  FENWAY) 

(617)  247-9586 


OPEN  DAILY 
NOON  TO  2  AM 

GAME  ROOM 


WEDNESDAY— CLUB  NIGHT 

THURSDAY— EAGLE  NIGHT 
MONDAY  +  TUESDAY— COCKTAIL  PRICES 
SATURDAY  +  SUNDAY— FREE  BRUNCH  3  7PM 


WASHINGTON 

THE  D.C.  EAGLE 

904  9TH  ST.  SW 
(202)  347-6025 


Over  100  Cars 
Free  Parking 


NEW  YORK  CITY 

THE  N.Y.  EAGLE 

21  ST  ST.  +  11TH  AVE. 
(212)  929-9304 
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Mental  Illness 


More  on 

I 

Because  most  of  us  will,  at  some 
|  point  in  our  lives,  be  touched  by  its 
'leery  grip,  mental  illness  —  in  both  its 
I  minor  and  major  forms  —  should  be 
I  examined  with  more  than  a  passing 
i  glance.  Mental  health  is  something  that 

H1 "  is  often  taken  for  granted  by  the 
healthy,  but iis, elusive  for  the  sick. 

The  revised  laws  of  The  Common- 

II  wealth  of  Massachusetts  (Nov.  1971) 

I  made  attempts  at  changing  modes  of 
|  incarceration  in  a  state  facility  and 
treatment  if  such  incarceration  is 
necessary.  There  are  basically  three 
ways  an  individual  might  be  admitted 
to  a  psychiatric  hospital. 

1 .  She/He  can  be  admitted  voluntarily 
if  after  examination  she/he  is  found 
I  to  both  need  and  desire  treatment 
for  a  mental  disorder  (Chap.  123  of 

I  the  state  laws,  Sec.  10-11).  Accord¬ 
ing  to  a  study  published  in  The 
American  Journal  of  Psychiatry  in 
September  1975,  71%  of  801  ad¬ 
missions  to  Medfield  State  Hospital 
in  1972  were  admitted  voluntarily, 
i  2.  A  physician  designated  by  a  hospital 
to  represent  the  hospital  may  sign  a 
j?  ten  day  paper.  A  ten  day  paper 
signed  by  a  police  officer  or  a 
physician  not  designated  by  the 
I  specific  facility,  does  not  insure 
admission.  It  merely  guarantees 
examination  by  a  designated  physi¬ 
cian.  All  women/men  transported 
with  this  paper  and  found  upon 
examination  to  need  further  evalua¬ 
tion,  must  be  given  the  opportunity 
to  sign  a  voluntary  paper  (Chap.  123 
Sec.  12). 

3.  A  woman  or  man  may  be  sent  to  a 
mental  health  facility  by  the  court. 
An  individual  must  be  charged  with 
a  crime,  and  examined  by  a  court 
appointed  psychiatrist  who  recom¬ 
mends  further  evaluation.  The  judge 
may  then  order  the  man  or  woman 
to  be  evaluated  for  a  period  not  to 
exceed  twenty  days  with  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  a  twenty  day  extension 
requested  by  the  examining  facility 
and  granted  by  the  court.  Total  time 
may  not  exceed  forty  days,  and  the 


patient  may  not  choose  to  enter 

voluntarily  (Chap.  123,  Sec.  15B). 

The  Commonwealth,  as  part  of  its 
de;jinstitutionalization  |  process,  |  is  at¬ 
tempting  to  close  unnecessary  institu¬ 
tions  and  retain  only  those  which  are 
needed  and  are  able  to  deliver  quality 
care.  As  will  be  discussed  later, 
transition  to  community  treatment 
centers  is  the  goal  for  all  patients. 
Unfortunately  many  obstacles  now 
stand  in  the  way  of  complete  transi¬ 
tion.  Because  most  severe  mental 
disorders  cannot  be  cured,  we  must 
often  be  satisfied  with  arresting  the 
symptoms.  Medication  is  one  way  of 
doing  this.  Major  anti-psychotic  drugs 
(including  Thorazine,  Haldol,  Mellaril, 
Prolixin,  Stelazine,  etc.)  are  used  to  aid 
in  controlling  moderate  to  severe 
agitation,  anxiety,  confusion,  hallu¬ 
cinations,  listlessness,  apathy  and  oth¬ 
er  crippling  symptoms  of  mental 
illness. 

It  must  be  emphasized  here  how 
miserable  psychosis  can  be  to  those 
experiencing  it.  As  many  ex-patients 
will  state,  psychotic  episodes  are  not 
the  “romance  of  madness”  that  many 
people  think.  They  are  often  terrifying, 
and  debilitating.  Anti-psychotic  (psy¬ 
chotropic)  drugs  are  often  the  only  way 
to  prevent  the  downhill  slide  of 
psychosis.  Individual  psychotherapy 
cannot  be  a  substitute  for  proper 
medication  when  a  patient  is  hearing 
voices,  having  visions,  or  lapsing  into  a 
paranoid  state  that  prevents  communi¬ 
cation  in  all  but  the  most  violent 
ways  —  against  him/herself  and 
others.  Unfortunately,  these  medica¬ 
tions  do  not  cure.  Their  importance  as 
a  treatment,  however,  when  used 
correctly,  cannot  be  underestimated. 
They  are  important  inroads  in  treat¬ 
ment  of  distraught  and  often  tortured 
individuals  for  whom  no  other  treat¬ 
ment  is  available. 

Another  obstacle  to  total  transition 
from  hospital  to  the  community  is  the 
inability  of  the  state  to  finance 
programs  in  both  areas.  Halfway 
houses,  quarterway  houses,  co¬ 


operative  apartments,  day  centers, 
follow-up  \  treatment  \  and  medication 
clinics  and  therapists  are  badly  needed 
in  order  to  facilitate  a  change.  Within 
the  hospital,  staff  and  funding  for 
programs  are  often  less  than  what  is 
needed  for  treatment.  Although  still 
tragically  inadequate,  staffing  has  been 
better  in  the  last  few  years.  At  Danvers 
(which  is  one  of  the  most  poorly 
staffed  institutions  in  the  Common¬ 
wealth)  for  example,  there  are  approxi¬ 
mately  950  employees  for  a  patient 
population  of  around  700.  Of  that 
number  580  are  nursing,  and  include 
RNs,  LPNs  and  attendants  for  three 
shifts.  The  remaining  400  is  divided 
into  various  administrative  and  thera¬ 
peutic  personnel.  The  difficulty  in 
finding  jobs,  has,  bizarrely  enough, 
increased  the  quality  of  staff  in  many 
areas.  In  times  of  more  lucrative  jobs, 
the  state  hospitals  were  often  staffed 
by  less  than  qualified  staff.  The  state 
system,  however,  is  still  often  thought 
to  be  the  end  of  the  roadjbyjmany,  and 
skipped  over  by  most.  If  treatment  is  to 
improve,  so  must  the  salaries  and 
funding  for  programs.  Even  the  most 
dedicated  feel  crippled  by  lack  of 
money. 

Considering  the  gross  inadequacies 
of  the  system,  the  accomplishments  are 
often  startling,  and  usually  tragically 
underplayed.  Take,  for  example,  the 
caseload  of  one  therapist  in  the  course 
of  three  years.  Of  109  patients,  all  but 
three  were  discharged;  two  remained  in 
the  hospital  and  one  died  of  medical 
problems  following  pneumonia.  Of 
those  discharged,  three  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  other  hospitals  (one  VA,  one 
private,  one  out  of  state),  six  were 
discharged  to  nursing  homes,  one  was 
transferred  to  a  chronic  disease  hospi¬ 
tal,  and  one  was  returned  to  a  state 
school  for  the  retarded  (such  as 
Wrentham  or  Fernald).  Just  as  in  any 
chronic  disease,  the  sooner  it  is 
discovered  ’!  and  treatment  begun,  the 
greater  chance  there  is  for  an  arrest  of 
symptoms.  With  increased  public  edu¬ 
cation,  younger  persons  are  receiving 
treatment,  and  the  rate  of  admission 


for  geriatrics  has  been  markedly  de¬ 
creased. 

As  was  mentioned  previously,  there 
are  three  ways  of  entering  a  state 
psychiatric  facility.  There  are  two 
common  ways  of  staying  for  prolonged 
periods  (the  rest  being  court  related).  A 
person  may  choose  to  remain  volun¬ 
tarily  —  and  many  do.  One  problem 
often  encountered,  in  fact,  is  effecting 
a  successful  discharge  of  men  and 
women  who  for  many  reasons  fear 
community  life. 

The  second  way  of  remaining  in  the 
hospital  is  the  civil  commitment.  The 
hospital,  feeling  that  an  individual  is 
dangerous  to  her/himself  or  others  by 
reason  of  mental  illness,  applies  to  the 
district  court  for  commitment  to  the 
facility  for  a  period  not  to  exceed  six 
months.  If  the  individual  requests  a 
hearing  and  cannot  afford  a  lawyer, 
one  will  be  provided  for  him/her.  If 
commitment  is  ordered  by  the  court, 
the  individual  can  be  detained  up  to  six 
months,  but  in  fact  is>  1  often  released 
sooner.  State  hospitals  are  often 
overcrowded,  and  the  much-believed 
myth  that  they  encourage  long  stays 
and  dependence  is  ludicrous.  It  is 
always  in  the  best  interest  of  patient 
and  therapist  as  well  as  hospital  staff, 
to  effect  expeditious  transfer  to  com¬ 
munity  agencies.  Unfortunately,  as 
much  cannot  be  said  for  all  private 
facilities  which  sometimes  encourage 
long  stays  and  dependence  on  therapy. 

Oneimust  always  hope  for  improved 
treatments  and  the  constant  dream  of  a 
discovered  “cure.”  Until  that  time  — 
which  will  never  be  too  soon  —  the 
overcrowded,  understaffed,  under¬ 
funded  state  hospitals  are  delivering 
care.  It’s  not  always  what  we  ourselves 
are  satisfied  with,  but  until  mental 
illness  is  recognized  as  a  legitimate  and 
far-reaching  problem,  and  educated 
.members  of  communities  and  legisla¬ 
tures  understand  the  difficulties  in 
maintaining  mental  health,  we  must 
strive  to  improve  these  institutions. 
They  are  tragically  often  the  only 
places  for  treating  these  crippling 
diseases. 
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Formerly  the  GARDEN 


1 9  Arlington  St . , 
boston  536-9477 

room 

CINEMA 


BACK  BAY  SCREENING  ROOM  T-SHIRTS,  now  on  sale  at  the  concession  stand 
Anyone  wearing  one  to  the  Box  Office  Mon.  or  Tues.  gets  in  for  $1 .50! 

“EXTRAORDINARY  MOVIE  OF  THE  WEEK.  ’ 

-Schiff.  Boston  Phootvx 

“It’s  the  most 
unusual  film 
in  town, 
and  ONE  OF 
THE  BEST.” 

-Arisen,  Real  Pape 


4  00,  6:10 
8.20,10-30 
(1:50  Sof&Sun) 


RAINER  WERNER 
FASSBINDERS 

“THE 
BITTER 
TEARS 

OF  PETRA  von  KANT” 


MIDNIGHT  Fri.  &  Sat. 

THE  UNDERGROUND  CLASSIC 


dnk 


no 


rcissus 


"...the  film  creates  off  color  colors  and  a  general  fantasy 
style  that  seem  to  be  the  muse  of  lyric  verse  gotten  up 
in  drag;  except  that,  with  all  the  palpable  campiness,  the 
dignity  of  the  teen  age  male  beauty  who  is  the  theme 
hero,  the  tenderness  with  which  hjs  entranced  postures 
are  photographed,  come  through  at  moments  as  untarnished 
poetry."  Puiki'i  Tyiei,  SCREENING  THE  SEXES 


PLUS... 

Academy  Award  winner 
Frank  Mouris'  hilarious, 
irreverent 


SCREEN  TEST  J 


Patronize  our  Advertisers 


arti 

204  TREMONT  ST.  BOSTON  482-4661 


GEORGE  PAYNE  1 


"■™  LEW  St  ACER 
DAVID  SAVAGE 


X-RATED 
ALL  MALE  CAST 

A  ROMANTIC 
TRIANGLE  OF  TRIUMPH 
'  AND  TRAGEDY... 


. -  Uh 

Continuous  from  10  A. M. -11  JJ.M. 


CtiUDBHE 

DUST  into  DUST 


Tfy?  divine 


Misty  Waters 


“TE[<?  incredible  female  impersonator’ 

is  now  available  for  booking 
in  Gay  or  Straight  clubs 
at  reasonable  rates 

CONTACT 

Mark  Pierce  or  Bob  Brogna 
at 

583-0771 
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PEOPLE,  PLACES  &  FLINGS  j 
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2?y  David  Holland 

Another  (bless  you)  fund-raiser 
report:  The  (mmmmm..)  Clambake  at 
1270,  though  sans -umbrellas  and  surf 
(splish-splash),  netted  a  total  of  over 
$300  (that’s  a  lotta  clams!)  to  aid  the 
Children’s  Summer  Camp  Fund 
(hooray).  Contrary  to  rumor,  Brioschi 
cocktails  were  not  served  .  .  .  They  say, 
“If  you’re  Man  enought,’’  swoop 
down  to  the  new  Boston  Eagle,  at  88 
Queensberry  Street.  Queensb&rxy 
Street?  The  Boston  Eagle?  From  the 
same  mold  as  the  New  York  and 
Washington,  D.C.  nests,  it  should 
prove  an  interesting  roost  ...  Santa 
and  his  elves  made  the  long  trip  from 
the  North  Pole  to  attend  the  jovial 
celebration  at  Together  for  their 
homage  to  Christmas  in  July.  The 
employee  entertainment  proved  better 
fare  than  fireside  eggnog  .  .  .  This 
week’s  column  bow  goes  to  David  at 
Styx,  well,  just  because  he’s  there,  and 
sports  a  smile  ...  From  the  heart1 
of  the  northland  comes  this  note:  the 
proprietors  of  Sybil’s  in  Maine  would 
like  to  dispel  the  rumor  that  they  are 
catering  to  a  non-gay  clientele.  The 
Portland  bar  is  just  three  months 
young  and  will  soon  be  initiating  some¬ 
thing  new  to  the  Portland  area!  Light 
breakfasts  and  sandwiches  will  ac¬ 
company  their  music  from  1  a.m.  to 


3:30  a.m.  nightly  .  .  .  Hey,  I  heard 
some  pleasant  rumors  about  Harry’s 
Place  on  Essex  St.;  would  anyone  like 
to  support  them?  .  .  .  And  now  for  my 
cultural  tidbits.  Beginning  in  New 
York  comes  word  of  a  Gay  Rhythms 
Poetry  and  Music  group  at  the  Glines 
on  260  West  B’way.  They  are  billed  as 
a  company  of  co-conspirators  on 
guitar,  piano,  and  drums.  Admission 
$1,  Wednesday,  Aug.  4  at  9  p.m.  .  .  . 
Better  than  the  Olympics  were  the  bal¬ 
letic  feats  performed  at  the  First  Posi¬ 
tion  by  Rael  Lamb  and  Dance  for  the 
New  World.  Among  the  company’s 
exciting  repertoire  was  a  piece  by  Jerry 
Puciato  to  Keith  Jarrett’s  Koln  Con¬ 
cert,  entitled  “I  camiamenti,  i  evolu- 
zioni,  i  revoluzioni,  i  repitizioni,  e 
encora.”  They  will  dazzle  the  eyes 
again  Aug.  10  at  8  p.m.  on  the  Hatch 
Shell  .  .  .  The  Boston  Black  Repertory 
Company  opens  for  the  first  time  in  the 
area  “theatre-disco,”  Fri.,  Aug.  7  at 
8:30  p.m.,  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts, 
Hustle  on  down  .  .  .  Archie  Bell  and 
the  Drells!  Brass  Construction!  The 
Trammps!  Disco-City  at  the  newly- 
renovated  Boston  Arena  on  St.  Botolph 
Street!  Time:  7:30.  Date:  Aug.  12. 
Needed:  some  hot  disco-ettes  .  .  .  Who 
said  balloons  don’t  carry  dreams?  At 
each  of  the  ten  Boston  Ballet  perform¬ 
ances  at  the  Hatch  Shell  on  the  Espla- 
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GUESTHOUSE  ON  CAPE  COD 


a:  DOUGHTY  •  D.  VtNING.  INNKEEPERS 
164  COMMERCIAL  STREET 
PROVINCETOWN.  MASSACHUSETTS  02667 
TELEPHONE:  (6171  487- 1850 
OPEN  ALL  YEAR 


Across  From  The  Boatslip 


6  fflfteOK 


•0I46A/0ST/CS 
CrtEPURCHASE 
CHCQKOUT 


By  CSKTlFlfO 

-  ebbs  Prop.  _. 

11  Robeson/ STV 

&V  Arp* 


Sfeuer 


New-comer  or  native, 
you'll  find  a  warm  welcome 

ROLAND’S 

Portland’s  original  gay  bar 
413A  Cumberland  Ave. 

(corner  of  Forest  Ave.) 

PORTLAND,  MAINE 
DANCING  NIGHTLY 

OCCASIONAL  ENTERTAINMENT 

1PM-1AM,  Mon. -Sat.,  1  PM-Midnight,  Sun. 


OffSeason  Special 
for  2  nights 

Double  accommodations  $20-25 
Single  accommodations  $15 

Call  and  make  reservations  now 

12  JOHNSON  ST. 
PROVINCETOWN,  MA  02657 
407-0138 


■  .4 


Eifrico’s 


oo  tlfe  Parkway 


“©alcl(  for  ify?  opening  of  our 
fabulous  neu?  Hisco” 

Willing  to  better  serve  tljc  Gay  coipipupity 
DOWNTOWN  BROCKTON 

Legion  Parkway  off  Main  Street 


0. 


T°oL.p-  rAX°Us 


do  OlE’  55 

CHAMPAGNE IOUNGE 


Bar  Tenders 
JOANNE  BUDDY 
Waitress  TERRI 


Invites  you  to  their  newest  addition 
Their  Patio 


Open  12  Noon  ’til 2  a.m 


Go-Go  Boyt 
7  Nights 
A  Week 


227  Tremont  St.*  Boston 


338-8583 


A  group  of  professional  actors,  members  of  Dignity/New  York,  have  formed 
an  acting  company  under  the  direction  of  Ed  Loechel  to  perform  theater  pieces 
that  speak  to  the  gay  Catholic  experience.  The  first  performance  of  the  company 
was  during  Dignity’s  Mass  Against  Violence,  where  as  part  of  the  liturgy,  they 
contributed  Henri  Brochet’s  mystery  play,  “The  Poor  Man  Who  Died  Because  He 
Wore  Gloves.” 


nade  beginning  Aug.  4,  hundreds  of 
such  colorful  bubbles  will  be  distributed, 
200  of  which  will  contain  a  special 
offer  to  purchase  two  tickets  for  the 
price  of  one  to  their  annual  “Sleeping 
Beauty”  performance  next  April  .  .  . 
Nancy  at  GCN  says,  please  print  as  is: 
First  Things  First,  Books  for  Women 
sells  (by  mail)  books  for,  by,  and  about 
women.  They  have  a  special  listing  of 
books  of  interest  to  gay  women  in  their 
catalogue,  available  from  First  Things 
First,  2334  Ontario  Rd.,  NW,  Wash- 
inton,  D.C.  20009  .  .  .  The  Women 
Artists  Exhibiting  in  Boston  will 
present  a  major  show  at  the  Main 
Gallery  of  Boston  City  Hall,  Aug.  9- 
30.  The  show  exhibits  professional 
women  artists  whose  work ''will  be  on 


view.  They  have  come  together 
through  dedication  to  their  work  and 
common  concerns  as  women  and  art¬ 
ists  .  .  .  Don’t  miss  the  incredible  tone 
poem  to  a  beautiful  boy,  “Pink  Nar¬ 
cissus”  playing  the  midnight  show  at 
the  Back  Bay  Screening  Room  on  Aug. 
6  &  7 .  The  movie  will  open  the  eyes  of 
gay  men,  straight  men  and  women  to 
our  culture’s  terrible  habit  of  objecti¬ 
fying  the  human  body.  At  the  same 
time  it  honors  the  beauty  of  that  same 
human  body.  A  visual  delight.  More 
on  it  in  next  week’s  paper  ...  On  the 
lighter  side,  if  you  haven’t  caught  the 
Underground  Follies  at  the  Citadel  in 
Boston,  get  on  over  there.  They  say 
dancer  R.  C.  Cola  is  becoming  the  cult 
figure  of  ’76  .  .  . 
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IN  THE 

5th  ANNUAL 


MR.  CLUB 


TO  BE  HELD 
in  Boston 


Sept.  16, 1976 


110  Boylston  Street 


($3.00  COVER  CHARGE) 

Contest  open  to  all  males  over 
18  years  of  age. 


1  •*  PRIZE 
*250  CASH 

also,  FREE,  one  year  room  pass 
also,  FREE,  all-expense-paid  trip 

NATIONAL  CONTEST  IN  CHICAGO 
(Thanksgiving  Weekend) 


WITH 

LOCAL  TALENT: 


Doshie  Powers 


‘Trademark /Servicema. i.  Club  Bath  Chain  Assoc.  Inc. 


CLUB  BOSTON 

4  LaGrange  St.  (617)426-1451 

CLUB  HARTFORD 

1 169 1.  Main  St.  (203)  289-8318 
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Apartments  (Personals 


Happy  Birthday 
Wilfred  &  Marilyn 


PRU  AREA  —  private  room  In  quiet,  con¬ 
genial  house  In  the  Back  Bay,  $18  per 
week.  Pleaae  cal  I  Jay,  267-7422. _ 


BOSTON  BLUES? 

If  so,  call  me.  GWM  has  5'/2  rooms  in  2 
fam.  home  for  rent.  Off  street  pk.,  13  min 
drive  downtown,  5  min  walk  to  MBTA. 
Call  236-3347,  7-10  eves. 


One  bedroom,  mod  kitchen,  bath,  cozy 
living  room,  all  WW,  carpeted  &  furnished, 
comfortable  in  garden  setting,  10  min  to 
downtown.  Ref.  req.  $175  incl.  all.  Call 
Mike  at  482-2900. 


Sunny  2  bedroom  duplex;  large,  mod 
kitchen,  balcony,  living  room,  lots  of 
space,  nice  view,  yard.  $220  includes 
heat.  Call  mike  at  482-2900. 


Studio,  entire  floor  of  small  bldg,  mod 
kitchen,  bath,  balcony,  yard.  A  good  value 
at  $140  incl.  heat.  Call  Mike  at  482-2900. 


For  Sale 


ELEGANT  MANSION  — RENT/SALE 
Jamaica  Plain  overlooking  pond,  16  rms, 
9  frpl,  1/3  landscaped  acre,  period  detail, 
chandeliers,  sunny,  modern.  Rent-$800; 
Sal  e-$69,000. 265-2719. 


BEACON  HILL  SECOND  TIME  AROUND 
SHOP  —  Used  furniture,  housewares  & 
clothes.  High  quality  at  low  prices.  Right 
across  from  Beacon  Chambers,  at  20 
Myrtle  St.  Noon  to  8:00,  Tues.  thru  Sat. 


Job  Op 


Writers  needed  at  once  for  new, 
progressive,  gay-oriented  weekly. 
Newsd-features,  reviews,  inp- 
depth  articles,  humor,  fiction. 
Payment  made  for  published 
articles.  Call  Mr.  Leo  492-0056. 


Male  needed  for  odd-jobs  in  a 
new  business  venture.  Must  have 
drivers  license.  Hours  flexible. 
$75/wkl  call  Joe  492-0056. 


Salespersons 

Responsible,  experienced  salespersons 
can  earn  liberal  commissions  selling 
“Gay  Person’s  Guide  to  New  England.” 
Many  choice  territories  now  available. 
Write  to  GCN/GPG,  22  Bromfleld  St., 
Boston,  MA  02108,  or  call  Ray  at  (617) 
426-8752. 


Healthy  lesbian  volunteers  wanted  for 
study  of  pituitary  functio  in  response  to 
estrogen  and  LRH.  Will  pay  $100.  Call 
Kathy  Graze,  MD.  (617)  956-5690,  Tufts- 
NEMEDCtr. 


COUNSELOR 

to  provide  short  term  personal  counsel¬ 
ing.  Clients  include  non-traditional 
students,  older  women,  lesbians. 
Requires  masters  degree  or  equivalent 
training,  commitment  to  feminist  prin¬ 
ciples.  Sept. -June.  30  hr/wk.  $550.00. 
Send  resume  to  Carol  Drexler,  Every 
Woman’s  Center,  506  Goodell,  UMass, 
Amherst,  MA  by  Aug.  15.  The  University  is 
an  equal  opportunity  employer. 


.  y  ■  y^tr. 
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haircutting  10-6  tues.  thru  sat.  266-0100 
2  12  newhury  street  boston  mass  02116 


SHORTTERM  RELATIONSHIP 
Heavy  woman  looking  for  companionship 
&  lover.  Mostly  just  someone  to  care  &  be 
concerned  of  her  needs.  5’5”,  200  plus, 
dark  eyes,  brown  hair,  great  personality, 
have  a  great  concern  for  people’s  feel¬ 
ings  and  life  in  general  . .  .  For  more  info 
call  354-2854  ask  for  Beth. 


Love 

me 


Gd  Ik  am  age  27  5'9”  weight  150  with  a 
firm  sexy  build  would  like  to  meet  a  gay 
or  bi  BLM  or  F  of  like  desc.  Am  open  & 
will  ans  all  replies.  GCN  Box  653. 


Lonely,  fun,  loving  GWM,  23,  warm, 
sincere,  looking  for  friends  who  want  a 
good  time.  Will  answer  all  letters.  No 
S&M.  Steve,  501  Union  St.,  Grants  T  Pk 
#37,  Bangor,  ME  04401. 


JANUS 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

has  a  new  location 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge 

for  appointments  call 

661-2537 


OCCULTIC  —  INTELLECTUAL 
circle  forming  in  Framingham.  Creative, 
imaginative  &  serious  individuals  sought. 
P.O.  Box  1 11,  Hopkinton,  h/IA  01725. 


I  WANT  TO  SHARE  LIFE 
with  young  guy,  18-26.  I’m  tall,  slim,  reas. 
handsome,  older.  I  have  a  lot  to  offer  slim, 
together,  sincere,  honest  male.  Write 
fully  with  photo  to  GCN  Box  647. 


NUDE  BOYS  &  MEN,  all  types,  sizes  antf 
shapes.  Largest  &  finest  selection  of 
GAY  FILMS  and  magazines  In  the  world  I 
Guaranteed  USA  delivery.  Send  $2  for 
photo-illustrated  catalogs.  Henk  van 
Amstel,  Box  219,  Vesterbrogade  208, 
1800  Copenhagen  V,  Denmark. 


Needed  immed.  by  GM  starting  nurs 
prog:  place  in  apt  or  house  with  compat/ 
supportive  people.  Please  call  723-6448 
aft  6:00  p.m. ' 


Fine  jewelry  in  sterling,  Sisters  serving 
the  Sisterhood.  For  more  info  write 
MOTHER  MOON,  SISTER  SUN,  583 
EAST  H.  ST.,  BENECIA,  CALIF.  94510, 
or  call  1-707-745-5076. 


GM,  25,  5-8,  135,  br/bl,  mstche,  good-lkg, 
warm,  fun  yet  sincere,  graphics  dsgn,  sks 
slm  ind  for  friends,  maybe  lover.  Heavily 
Into  outdoors,  arts,  sciences,  x-romantlc, 
I’ve  been  burned  once  too  often;  I’m  not 
rushing  anywhere  —  let’s  get  to  know 
each  other  &  maybe  end  up  w /  a  real 
reason  to  celebrate  the  Bicentennial. 
Photo  appr.,  but  not  mandatory;  rtd  w / 
mine.  Tell  me  about  yourself.  Write  GCN 
Box  637. 


I  WANT  TO  SHARE  LIFE 
with  young  guy,  18-26.  I’m  tall,  slim,  reas. 
handsome,  older.  I  have  a  lot  to  offer  slim, 
together,  sincere  honest  male.  Write  fully 
with  photo  to  GCN  Box  645. 


What  is  the  gay  bicentennial?  Read  the" 
one  and  only  OFFBEAT  Boston  Bicen¬ 
tennial  Bebop  Blues  Poetry  Book.  Send 
$1  to  Box  511 ,  Allston,  MA  02134. 


1  independent  M  to  share  good  Marlb.  St. 
apt  with  1  str,  1  gay  male.  Own  room,  avl 
8/22.  $120.  (617)  247-3808  eves  before 
10  p.m.  


RIDES 

GM,  33,  would  like  same  25  to  35  for  rider/ 
driver  to  SF  Cal.  Into  camping  out.  Call 
864-4497  for  details.  Keep  trying. 


Libran  GM,  outdoor/sun  enth  to  mee' 
same  into  music,  lit,  simple  pleasures 
Honest,  healthy  followers  of  the  loon: 
Don,  Box  1384,  Portsmouth,  NH.  03801. 


The  Boston 
Psychological 
Center  For  Women 


Personal,  Couples 
Group  &  Vocational  Counseling 
Professional,  Experienced  Staff. 
Eligible  for  Health  Ins.  Payments 
2664)136 


GWF,  42,  seeks  “real  people”  GWF  30-50 
to  share  my  rural  home  wknds  maybe 
more.  Want  honest,  intell,  warm,  sincere, 
fun,  Hell  don’t  we  all!  P.O.  62  Williams- 
burg,  MA  01096. 


Need  home,  father  image?  You’re  scared 
and  don’t  know  where  to  turn.  Trust,  learn 
to  love  and  live  with  male  who  is  together, 
happy  with  life,  and  sincerely  wants  to 
help.  You  should  be  honest,  straight¬ 
forward  and  considerate.  Photo  helps, 
but  write  about  yourself  to  GCN  Box  646. 


GAY  PRISONERS 

never  have  a  nice  day.  We  would  like  to 
hear  from  any  gay  sister  or  brother  who 
is  interested  in  prisoner’s  rights  and 
parole.  Contact  William  J.  Dorman 
Defense  Fund,  P.O.  Box  215,  East 
Brunswick,  NJ  08816,  or  call  (201) 
249-41 34. 


VISITING  PHILADELPHIA? 

Don’t  miss  the  Drury  Lane  for  great 
food,  drinks,  1302  Drury;  Allegro,  1412 
Spruce,  three  floors  of  young  crowd, 
disco,  drinks,  game  room! 


Atfectionate  GWF  27,  would  love  to 
meet  sexy  or  fern  appr  GF  for  truly 
warm,  honest  &  lasting  relationship.  No 
drug  users.  Please  reply  GCN  Box  651. 


GWM,  31,  5-9,  160,  br/br,  mstche, 
hndsme,  warm,  sincere  social  worker. 
Country  living  on  50  acres  w /  goats. 
Want  GM  18-28  wkends  or  live-in  house¬ 
keeper.  No  drugs!  Send  photo  &  write 
about  slf,  all  ansd.  D.H.,  P.O.  Box  182, 
Hope,  Rl  02831. 


GAY  COMMUNES? 

Together  MIT  student  (male,  20)  inter¬ 
ested  in  learning  about,  visiting,  or 
living  at  gay  communes  in  rural  New 
England,  New  York.  Please  send  any 
and  all  info.  Write  GCN  box  650. 


GCN  has  no  control  over  classified  affi- 

vertisers.  We  cannot  assure  you  tbaV 
your  inquiry  will  be  answered  or  that 
the -product  or  service  is  -accurately 
presented. 


VOLUNTEER  WANTED 
GCN  wants  a  volunteer  to  work  from  3  to 
8  hours  (whatever  you  can  do)  each  week 
answering  the  phone  and  taking 
messages.  If  you  want  this  opportunity  to 
work  for  your  paper  contact  Lester,  Tue. 
or  Thurs.  at  GCN,  22  Bromfleld  St.  426- 
4469. 


ADVERTISING  MANAGER  FOR  GCN 
20%  commission  +  small  salary.  Join 
the  growing  gay  weekly.  Call  (617) 
426-4469  for  Lyn  or  Lester. 


classified  ad  order  form 


BUSINESS  MANAGER  FOR  GCN 
Accounting  experience  and/or  book¬ 
keeping  knowledge.  $90  per  week.  Join 
the  growing  gay  weekly.  Call  (617) 
426-4469  for  Lyn  or  Lester. 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (nior'to  Sunday 
publication): 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by  phone. 
Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay  Community 
News,  22  Brom field  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  02108. 

Since  we  serve  all  New  England,  please  include  your  area 
code  if  your  ad  includes  a  phone  number. 


If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office:  Our 
hours  are:  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.,  Monday  through  Wednes¬ 
day;  10  a.nj..  to  9  p.m.,  Thursday;  10  a.m.  to- 6  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday;  and  4  n.m.  to  8  p.m.,  Sunday. 


Non-business:  S3. Q0  for  4  lines  (3*  characters  per  line);  each 
additional,  line  25- cents.  Headlines  are  50  cents  for  25 
characters. 


Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  cmtegoHes: 

APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  OFFERED  JOBS  WANTED  PENPALS 
ORGANIZATIONS  PERSONALS  RESORTS 
RIDES  ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 

miscell  lost  a  Found  -  publications 


Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  yon  are  a  bad¬ 
ness):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per  line) 
and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.-  Headlines  are  $1 .00 
for  25  characters. 


Headlines 


at$ 


_per  wk .  $_ 


First  30  words  _ _ at  $__per  wk.  S_ 


Each  add'!  15  words  at  $  per  vyk.  $_ 


Bon  Numbers:  are  available  at  St  .00  for  6  weeks  if  you  pick 
up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail  forwarded, 
the  rate  is- $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mai]  is  forwarded  at  the  end 
of  the  3rdand  6th  weeks:  If  you  want  tnail  forws  Oed  for 
a  3  month  period,  a  $5X»  charge  will  be  made  for  the 
additional  time.  1 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1 .00/6  wty. 

Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  wk*.  y. 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1 .00  $^ 
3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00  _ $_ 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  rua 

Name 


total  enclosed . 

PLEASE  PRINT  NEATLY. 


.State, 


Address 


iPhone 


2  GM  seek  3rd  to  share  a  large  5-room  apt 
on  Beacon  Hill:  own  room,  possible  off  st 
parking.  $100/mo.  Call  James,  723-4071 
8  a.(n.-3  p.m.  Person  must  be  financially 
responsible. 


Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00 
p.m.  (hymm  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge  St., 
Boston  (Old  West  Church).  Edward  T. 
Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664.  All 
persons  are  welcome. 


JP  nr  pond  &  subwy.  F  couple  seeking  2 
non-smoking  F  24  plus  to  share  top  V2  of 
house  (4  bdrms).  Into  counselling,  photog, 
ice  cream,  sharing  feelings,  food, 
feminist/leftist  pol.  perspective.  $87.50 
plus.  No  cats.  Sept.  1.  524-1344, 


Crisis  Center,  Inc.  Worcester  needs 
volunteers  to  staff  24-hr.  hotline  &■  gay 
hotline.  Next  training  begins  in  August, 
for  more  information,  1-791-6562. 


GM,  23,  seeks  person  to  look  for  2  bdrm 
apt  in  Boston  area.  I  have  cat.  Am  vege¬ 
tarian.  Seek  mature,  honest  person  who 
has  good  job.  Object  is  to  save  money. 
Will  live  in  any  safe  part  of  Boston.  For 
Sept.  1.  GCN  BOx  654. 


FRAMINGHAM  AREA 
Seek  roommate(s)  to  share  house  or  apt. 
Framingham  center,  downtown  Framing¬ 
ham,  Mt.  Wayne  Ave.  P.O.  Box  111,  Hop- 
kington,  MA  01725. 


The  People’s  College  of  Law  of  -'Fft, 
National  Lawyers  Guild  is  a  new  4-yJaf 
law  school  oriented  toward  those 
usually  excluded  from  the  fegal  educa¬ 
tional  process.  Gay  people,  especially 
■lesbians  and  third  world  gays  are 
definitely  welcome.  Entrance  require¬ 
ments  are  2  yrs.  of  college  leading 
toward  a  Bachelor’s  degree,  or  you 
must  take  the  college  equivalency  test. 
Tuition  is  low,  all  applicants  should  be 
committed  to  use  law  as  a  tool  for 
social  change.  For  more  info  write  Gay 
Caucus,  c/o  pcI/NLG,  2222  West  7  St., 
L.A.,  CA  90057  or  call  (213)  388-8171. 


Brockton-rmmt  wanted  to  share  Ig  lux  apt 
with  pool  etc.  Close  to  rt  24  and  mall. 
Prefer  prof  male  under  35,  G,  Bi,  or  S  OK, 
but  must  be  str  apprng.  Write  P.O.  Box 
2071,  Brockton,  MA  02403. 


FORT  HILL  FAGGOT 
Collective  has  room  for  you.  Build  a  gay 
world.  Love  &  support  abound.  We  have  5 
houses  and  20  faggots.  Call  us  at  442- 
6029, 445-6676  or  427-1893. 


GM  seeks  responsible  roommate  So.  End 
cond.  7:30-8:00  a.m.  or  after  6  p.m.  please. 
426-1837. 


roommate  wanted  ipswlch 
GWM,  28,  seeks  same  to  share  apt. 
should  be  responsible,  considerate,  & 
clean.  NO  DRUGS,  4  minutes  from  RR 
station,  off-street  parking.  Please  call 
Neil  at  356-0265  eves  only,  8pm  to  10pm. 


4  Bedroom  apt.,  Camb.,  2  F  &  1  M  look¬ 
ing  for  3rd  woman  roommate.  354-2854, 
ask  for  Ralphie  or  Beth. 


Woman  needed  to  fill  collective  house¬ 
hold  committed  to  social  change.  Write 
or  phone  45  Larch  St.,  Prov.  Rl  (401)  521- 
0617. 


GM,  26,  needs  same  for  Sept.  1  or 
before  for  Ig  2  bdrm  Myrtle  St.,  Beacon 
Hill  apt.,  Prefer  non-smoke,  stable 
worker,  rent  $1 25/mo.  ea  plus  util,  (ht  • 
and  hw  incl).  Call  Harvey  at  742-5187, 
after  2:30  p.m.  M-F. 


3  L/F  looking  for  1  more  to  share  well- 
located  Cambridge  apt.  Private,  political, 
easy-going,  Into  arts,  health-care,  rent 
$78  &  util.  492-5220. 


GM  seeks  respon.  rmmte.  to  shire 
Beacon  Hill  apt.  June  20-Aug.  1.  Own" 
bedrm.  $192-93  plus  util. /6  wks.,  or 
$128.62  plus  util./4  wks.  Message: 
742-3619. 


GM  20  seeks  roommate  &  apartment  in 
Boston  area.  Max  $1 50/mo.  Into  music, 
travel,  theatre,  animals,  meditation, 
vegetarian  &  diverse  social  activity.  Call 
Russell,  762-4094. 


Male  to  share  6th  floor  apartment  near 
Central  Sq.  $150/mo.  incl.  util.  Great  view 1  •. 
of  Boston.  Call  Joe,  492-0056.  Keep  . 
trying. _ _  '(* 


2  GM  seek  3rd  to  share  a  large  5  room  ‘ 
apt.  on  Beacon  Hill,  own  rdom,  possi-  .. 
ble  off  st.  parking,  $100/month,  call 
James  723-4071,  8am-3pm,  person  must 
be  financially  responsible. 
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Organizations 


GAY  SCENE  —  The  monthly  picture 
entertainment  newspaper.  Features  Gay 
Movement  news,  Articles,  Reviews, 
Personals,  Nude  Centerfold,  plus  more 
-  interesting  features.  $8  for  12  issues. 
Send  $1  for  sample  copy.  Mailed  in  plain 
brown  envelope.  REGIMENT,  CIO  GAL¬ 
LERY  THREE  ENT.,  BOX  247,  GRAND 
CENTRAL  ST„  NYC  10017. 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

for  SOUTH  SHORE  GAYS 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
&  GROUP  COUNSELING 

In  Quincy,  Ma. 

CALL  472-1331  FOR  APPT. 


LESBIAN  WOMEN 

Visiting  Fla.?  Contact  Sarasota  D.O.B. 
'  P.O.  Box  15621,  Sarasota,  FL  33579  or 
call  (813)  924-8968. 

SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
f  Fund,  2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle, 

'  WA  98109,  (206)  282-5798.  Membership 
$5.00. _ _ _ 

LUTHERANS 

>  ALC,  LCA  and  Mo.  Uniting  for  justice, 
ft  love,  understanding  in  our  church.  Lu- 
■  therans  concerned  (forjgay  people)  Box 
B-19114A,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90019. 

OLDER  GAY  WOMEN  ^ 

B  30’s  &  over  group  is  under  way  and 
J|'  looking  for  new  members  to  share  our 
f  raps  &  social  activities.  Tell  us  of  your 
K'  interests.  Write  GCN  box  628. 


OLDER  GAYS 

♦  Group  forming  to  deal  with  the  experl- 
|  ence  of  gelng  gay  and  growing  older, 
t  Interested?  Call  482-8998  or  write  PMB 
Suite  212, 102  Charles  St,,  Boston  02114. 

BLACK  GAY  MEN’S  CAUCUS 
l  Concerned  brothers  should  write  GCN 
Box  9600. 


NAT’L  GAY  PRISONERS  COALITION 
would  love  to  hear  from  any  Gay 
Brother  or  Sister  who  is  interested  in 
helping  liberate  the  Rights  of  Gay 
Prisoners  in  Federal  Prisons.  Contact 
Johnny  Gibbs,  #86976-132,  Box  1000, 
US  Prison,  Lewisberg,  PA  17837. 
(Chairman  of  the  National  Gay  Prison- 
ers  Coalition.) 


PRISON  MINISTRY  IN  Rl 
We  are  trying  to  contact  gay  men  & 
women  in  the  Adult  Correctional  ISTI. 
WE  are  seeking  names  of  those 
individuals  who  would  be  interested  in 
receiving  correspondence  from  other 
gays.  If  you  know  of  anyone,  please 
contact  Connie  DiCenzo,  c/o  MCC 
Providence,  63  Chapin  Ave.,  Providence, 
Rl  02907. _ _ 

GAY  SOCIETY  OF  ANGOLA 
New  Gay  organization  in  Louisiana 
prison.  Anyone  interested  in  helping 
with  support  contact  Anthony  T.  Smith, 
GSOA,  PMB-71 437-CBA,  Angola,  LA 
70712. 


JOIN  DIGNITY 

Gay  and  Catholic?  Find  out  more  from 
Dignity,  a  national  organization  of  gay 
and  concerned  Catholics.  Write  Dignity, 
755  Boylston  St.  Rm.  413,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


Resorts 


CARL’S  GUEST  HOUSE,  P-TOWN 
Carl’s  offers  the  gay  male  visitor  to 
P-town  a  summer  home  with  clean  private 
rooms,  very  friendly  lounge,  free  coffee, 
Ice  mixers,  etc.  Center  of  town,  rooms 
from  $13.  Carl’s  Guest  House,  68  Brad- 
ford  St.,  P-town;  487-1650. 


Services* 


BEACON  TOUfiS 


has  a  new  location 

VENDOMEMALL 
160  Comm.  Ave. ,  Boston 

For  travel  arrangements 

_ CALL  247-1  832 _ 

Professional  house  painters:  Interior, 
exterior,  muralists.  Refs.  Excellent  work 
assured.  Call  Kepa,  738-7379  or  Kathy, 
277-4509. 


COME  JOIN  THE  FOLDING,  STUFFING 
AND  SEALING  EXTRAVAGANZA, 
Friday  evenings  at  GCN.  It’s  not  as 
much  fun  as  a  parade,  but  you  don’t 
have  to  worry  if  it  rains  or  not.  You  may 
even  make  a  lasting  friendship.  Come 
anytime  between  4  p.m.  and  8  p.m.  at 
the  GCN  office,  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston.  Ask  for  George.  We  need  you. 

Strong,  resp.  man  will  manage  apt  bldg 
for  free  apt  and/or  salary.  Not  a  sex  ad! 
Refs.  Call  John,  492-1567.  Can  also  do 
yardwork,  cleaning,  etc.  


WHAT  DO  YOU  WANT? 
to  know  about  your  rmmt,  lover,  or  even 
yourself?  Compatibility??  Try  numerology. 
It  can  unlock  the  key  to  your  inner  self. 
Send  given  name  at  birth,  date  of  birth  & 
$5.00  to  KREASECK,  P.O.  Box  10341, 
Glendale,  CA  91205. 

EAR  PIERCING 

14K  gold  filled  stud,  quick,  easy,  no  pain. 
At  The  Cuttery,  119  Charles  St.,  Boston, 
MA  1  ear,  $4,  2  ears  $8.  227-0119. _ 

PSYCHODRAMA  &  COUNSELING 
Individual,  combined  with  hypnosis, 
primal,  gestalt,  T.A.,  or  analytic,  speciali¬ 
zing  in  gay  people  &  couples,  lie.  doctor, 
health  insur.-'accepted.’lst  visit  n.c.  734- 
6996  eve  739-1252  feel  free  to  call  for  info. 

DOES  YOUR  APARTMENT  NEED  A 
CHANGE?  WHY  NOT  A  CHANGE 
IN  COLOR? 

low  rates  &  quality  work 
interior  &  exterior  painting 


723-2489 


pen  pals 


23  years  old,  5’8”,  150  lbs.,  likes  instru¬ 
mental  music,  chess,  writing  and 
receiving  mail,  reading  newspapers  and 
magazines  from  other  cities.  William 
W.  Foster,  P.O.  Box  900,  Jefferson 
City,  Mo.  65101. 


25  year  old  inmate,  seeks  correspond¬ 
ence  with  realistic,  uninhibited  and 
concerned  people.  My  interests  are  art, 
poetry,  chess  and  music.  My  astrologi¬ 
cal  sign  is  Virgo.  Mr.  Cecil  Curry 
133-391,  P.O.  Box  69,  London,  Ohio 
43140. _ 

I  am  19  years  old,  brown  hair,  brown 
eyes,  I  weigh  150  lbs.  I  like  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  other  gays,  cause  they  are 
very  nice  people.  I  am  a  very  lonely 
person  with  no  one  to  write,  and  it 
would  be  nice  to  hear  from  someone. 
Jack  Crane  039809  J-2-S-2,  P.O.  Box 
747,  Starke,  Fla.  32091. _ _ 

I  am  23  years  old,  I  have  no  family, 
friends  or  relatives  on  the  outside 
world.  I  wish  to  correspond  with 
anyone  who  wishes  to  write  to  me. 
Johnnie  Jones  A028029,  P.O.  Box  747, 
21-12-14,  Starke,  Fla.  32091. _ 

I  am  a  male  Caucasian,  24  years  old, 
black  hair,  hazel  eyes,  5’7"  tall  and 
weigh  approximately  135  lbs.  I  am 
seeking  correspondence  with  lonely 
people  throughout  the  nation.  Roger 
Branam,  P.O.  Box  221,  Raiford,  Fla. 
32093,  A.C.  11  A-031069. _ 

Young  and  hot  —  17  year  old  seeks  cor¬ 
respondence.  Samuel  Fuller  038754, 
P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  Fla.  32091,  16- 
1205. _ 

I  do  not  have  companionship,  family  or 
friends  who  are  concerned  about  me.  I 
receive  very  little  mail  from  the  outside 
and  would  like  to  correspond  with 
someone.  Walter  Anderson,  P.O.  Box 
747,  Starke,  Fla.  32091.  A-35950  W-1- 
N-3.  _ 

I  am  22  years  old,  height  5’10”,  weigh 
140-145.  I  would  truly  like  to  correspond 
with  anyone  who  is  interested  in  writing 
me,  Mr.  Calvin  Jackson,  041122,  P.O. 
Box  747,  S-2-N-1 4,  Starke,  Fla.  32091. 

I  am  a  24  year  old  male,  I  have  no  family 
or  persons  to  correspond  with.  I  would 
love  to  have  gay  persons  to  correspond 
with.  William  Foster  21181,  Box  900, 
Jefferson,  Mo.  65101 . 


Gay  male  would  like  to  correspond  with 
anyone  on  the  outside  world.  James 
Sanders  A035844,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke, 
Fla.  32091 ,  21-3111 . _ 

I  am  in  need  of  correspondence  to 
someone,  being  that  I  don't  have  a 
family  here  in  Florida.  My  height  is 
5'8”,  weigh  145  lbs.  Bobby  Alexander 
036818,  P-5-N-2,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke, 
Fla.  32091. _ 

I  am  24  years  old,  I  have  brown  hair*  and 
brown  eyes.  I  am  5’10”  tall  and  weigh 
150  lbs.  I  would  like  someone  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  in  the  free  world.  Jark 
Green,  033706,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starfe, 
Fla.  32091.  S-3-S-12. _ 

24  yrs.  old,  brown  hair,  brown  eyes,  1t5 
lbs.,  height  5’10".  I  am  a  college  grad¬ 
uate,  and  have  my  Associate  of  Arts 
degree.  Interests  are  exercise  and  cal  is 
thenics.  My  nationality  is  Greek  and 
Polish.  Please  write  to  James  Koeda- 
tich,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  Fla  32091 


I  would  deeply  and  greatly  appreciate 
hearing  from  anyone  who  has  the  time 
and  concern  to  spare.  Please  write 
Charles  Norman,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke, 
Fla.  32091.  _ 

I  am  very  lonely  and  plan  to  move  to 
Boston.  I  would  like  it  if  anyone  could 
help  me  in  finding  information  on  the 
city.  Write  Robert  Raines,  P.O.  Box 
747,  Starke,  Fla.  32091. 

I  would  like  to  correspond  with  some 
gay  people.  Please  write  Shelley  Etters, 
P.O.  Box  667,  Bushnell,  Fla.  33513. 

I  am  a  very  lonely  person  who  would 
like  to  hear  from  anyone.  I  write  songs, 
poems,  and  I  like  motorcycles  and 
gays.  I'd  love  hearing  from  you.  William 
Gustafson,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  Fla. 
32091 . _ 

I  have  no  family,  I  am  desperately 
seeking  correspondence  from  anyone 
who  desires  to  write  me.  I  have  very 
high  hopes  of  a  very  close  affectionate 
and  intimate  relationship  with  someone 
out  there  in  the  free  world.  Henry 
Johnson,  036156  U-2-S-4,  P.O.  Box 
747,  Starke,  Fla.  32091 . 


Every  woman’s  Center,  Box  949, 14  487-3075 

Center  St.,  Provi  ncetown  02657  or  487-3344 
Gay  Activists  Alliance,  c/o  Postmaster,  487-3393 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

Seacoast  Area  Gay  Alliance 
Box  1424,  Portsmouth,  03801 


General  Delivery,  Provincetown 


or  487-3234 
or  487-3344 


Gay 

Guide 


BOSTON  AREA  (Area  Code  61 7) 

Access  (Cambridge  Hotline)  661-3900 

Adolescent  male  rap  session,  4-6  pm  227-8587 
B’nai  Haskalah  (Gay  Jewish  group)  265-6409 

Black  Gay  Men’s  Caucus,  GCN,  Box 
9600 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus,  P.O. 

Box  218,  E.  Cambridge,  021 41  492-3433 

Cambridge  North/Brattle  Gays 
Write  c/o  Gay  Legislation  661-9362 

Cambridge  Women’s  Center  354-8807 

Canibridgeport  Gays,  c/o  GCN, 

Box  6500 

Charles  Street  Meetinghouse  523-0368 

Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  227-9469 

Closet  Space  523-1081 

(WCAS  740m  AM)  (492-6540) 

Daughters  of  Bilitis  262-1592 

Dignity  of  Boston, 
c/o  1105  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
Elaine  Noble  (Rep.)  727-2584 

Fag  Rag  536-9826 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  267-7573 

Fengay,  c/oTom  Nylund  267-1066 

Focus,  Women’s  Counseling,  I86V2 
Hampshire  St.,  Cambridge  876-4488 

Fort  H  i  1 1  Faggots  for  Freedom  440-8551 

or  442-6029 

Framingham  Unicorn  Society, 

P.O.  Box  163,  Framingham  01701 
Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England 
P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101  266-2069 

Gay  Alert  (For  gay  community  523-0368 

emergency  only)  or  267-0764 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Gay  Hotline  (3-12  pm,  Mon.-Frl.)  426-9371 

Gay  Legislation  ’76,  P.O.  Box  8841, 

J.F.K.  Station,  Boston  02144 
Rep.  Noble’s  Aides  727-2584 

Gay  Hotline  (Mon.  6-9  pm)  426-9371 

Gay  Media  Action,  c/o  GCN,  Box 
5000, 22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 
02108  '  354-2079 

Gay  Men’s  Center,  36  Bromfield  St.  338-7967 

Gay  Nurses  Alliance, 
c/o  GCN  Box  251,  Boston  02108 
Gay  People  of  UMass/Boston  287-1900 

(ext.  2396) 

Gay  Recreational  Activities  Commit¬ 
tee  (GRAC),  c/o  GCN  Box  8000 
Gay  Way  Radio  (WBUFL  90.9  FM)  353-2790 

Gay  Youth  Advocates,  70  Charles  St.  227-8587 
Gender  Identity  Service  864-8181 

Golden  Gays  482-8998 

Good  Gay  Poets  536-9826 


495-1927 

542-5188 

3548807 

354-8807 

354-8807 


661-0450 

523-7664 

253-5440 

661-8898 

267-6160 

253-5440 


227-8587 

266-3444 

333-0146 


Harvard-Radcliffe  GSA,  198  Memorial 
Hall,  Cambridge  02138 
Homophile  Community  Health  Srvc. 
Integrity/Boston,  P.O.  Box  2582, 02208 
Lesbian  Therapy  Research  Project 
Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o 
Women’s  Center 
Lesbian  Mothers 

Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit 
Union,  I86V2  Hampshire  St., 

Cambridge 

Metropolitan  Community  Church 
MIT  Student  Homophile  League 
National  Lawyers  Guild,  595  Mass.  Ave. 

National  Organization  for  Women 
Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  c/o 
Student  Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr. 

Other  Fund,  Inc.  (Gay  United  Fund), 

P.O.  Box  1997,  Boston  02105 
Project  Lambda 

Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc. 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  021 1 6 
Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center) 
Transvestites/Transgenderists: 

Frances  Craig,  P.O.  Box  291,  MIT 
Branch,  Cambridge  02139 
T  ransvestites/T  ransgenderists: 

Ariadne  Kane,  Box  161,  Cambridge  02140 
Tufts  Gay  Community,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 
Unitarian  Universalist  Office  of  Gay 
Concerns,  25  Beacon  St.,  Boston 
02108 

Women's  Community  Health  in  Cam 
bridge 

WESTERN  MASS.  (Area  Code  41 3) 

Amherst  Gay  Hotline  (Men  &  Women)  545-0154 
Clark  Gay  Alliance,  Box  A-70,  Clark  U., 

Worcester  01610 
Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  488, 

Forest  Park  Sta'.,  Springfield  01108, 
Everywomen's  Center,  Amherst 
Gaybreak  Radio  (WMUA-FM,  91.9) 

Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst 
People’s  Gay  Alliance,  UMass/Amherst 
Southwest  Women’s  Center 
Springfield  Gay  Alliance 
Valley  Women's  Center,  Northampton 
EASTERN  MASS  (Area  Code  61 7) 

Alcoholics  Togeter/Worcester  756-0730 

Clark  Gay  People,  Box  A-70,  Clark  U., 

Worcester  01610  793-7287 

Dignity/Merrimack  Valley,  P.O.  Box 
348,  Lowell  01853 


776-0921 


742-2100 


547-2302 


545-0883 
545-2876 
545-3438 
545-0154 
545-0626 
583-3904 
586-201 1 


Gay  Community  Services,  Box  815, 

Provincetown  02657 
Gaypeople/Drop-ln  Center,  Campus 
,  Center,  100  Elliot  St.,  Haverhill  01830  374-0929 

Haverhill,  N.E.C.C.  Gay  Line,  M.  8-10 
am,  T.  6-8  pm,  W.  1 2-2  pm 
Homophile  Assistance  League  of  Prov¬ 
incetown,  Box  674,  P-town  02657, 

158  Commercial  St.  487-9633 

Homophile  Union  of  Montachusett, 

P.O.  Box  262,  Fitchburg,  01420 
MCC/Merrimack  Valley,  Box  750, 

Haverhill,  MA  01830  523-7664 

MCC/Worcester  756-0730 

New  Bedford  Women’s  Clinic  999-1070 

Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-In  Center  487-0387 

CONNECTICUT  (Area  Code  203) 

"Come  Out  Tonight,”  Box  WYBC/Yale 
Station,  New  Haven  06520. 

East  Conn.  Gay  Alliance,  Norwich  889-7530 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation,  Hartford  522-2646 

Gay  Alliance  at  Yale,  2031  Yale  St., 

New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

Gay  Switchboard  522-5575 

Hartford  Gay  Counseling  522-5575,  523-9837 

Institute  of  Social  Ethics/National  Gay 
Archives,  1  Gold  St.,  Suite  22B, 

Hartford  06103  547-1281 

Kalos/Gay  Liberation,  Hartford  568-2656 

MCC/Hartford  232-5110,522-5575 

The  Church  of  the  Eternal  Flame 
Universal  527-2656 

Wesleyan  Gay  Alliance,  Box  KKK, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  CT  06457 

RHODE  ISLAND  (Area  Code  401) 

Alcoholics  Together,  290  Westminster 
St.,  Rm.  510,  Providence 
Dignity/Providence,  Box  2231,  Paw¬ 
tucket  02861 

Gay  Help  Line  831-9491 

Gay  Women  at  Brown  U.,  Providence  863-2189 

Gay  Women  of  Providence  831-5184 

Integrity,  Box  71,  Annex  Sta.,  Provi¬ 
dence  02801 

MCC/Providence,  63  Chapin  Ave. 

MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  ill, 
aged  and  handicapped),  Rev.  Michael 
Nordstrum  - ,.  941-8653 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA  231-5853 

MAINE  (Area  Code  207) 

CMGA,  Box  2242,  Augusta  04330 
Gay  People’s  Alliance,  92  Bedford  St.,  773-2981’ 
University  of  Maine,  Portland  04103  (ext.  535) 

Gay  Support  &  Action,  P.O.  Box  1 10, 

Bangor  04401 

Maine  Freewoman’s  Herald,  193  Middle 
St.,  3rd  floor,  Portland  04111  774-6071 

Maine  Gay  Task  Force,  193  Middle 
St.,  Portland  773-5530 

Maine  Gay  Task  Force  Newsletter, 

P.O.  Box  4542,  Portland  04112  773-5530 

The  Wilde-Stein  Club,  Memorial  Union, 

University  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 


(Area  Code  603) 

436-7196 
or  742-2947 
or  431-4350 

Women’s  Group,  P.O.  Box  137,  North- 
wood  03261  (Do  not  use  "gay”  on 
mail  to  this  group.) 

VERMONT  (Area  Code  802) 

Counseling  for  Gay  Women  &  Men 
c/o  Vermont  Women’s  Health  Center, 

158  Bank  St.,  Burlington  05401  863-1386 

Gay  in  Vermont,  Box  3216,  No.  Burling¬ 
ton  Sta.,  Burlington  05401  862-2397 

Gay  People  at  Middlebury,  Middlebury 
College 

Vermont  Gay  Women  862-7770,  863-3237 

NEW  YORK  (CITY)  (Area  Code  212) 

Dignity,  P.O.  Box  1554,  NYC  10022 
Gay  Activists  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  2, 

Village  Sta.,  10014  677-6090 

Gay  Media  Coalition,  c/o  The  Women’s 
Center,  243  W.  20th  St.,  NYC  1 001 1  924-9434 

Gay  Men’s  Health  Project,  74  Grove  St., 
rm2RW,  NYC  10014  691-6969 

Gay  People  at  Columbia,  Columbia  U., 

NYC  10027  280-2574 

Gay  Switchboard  924-4036 

Gay  &  Women’s  Alliance  for  Responsi¬ 
ble  Media,  370  Lexington  Ave., 

Suite  416,  NYC 

Lambda  Legal  Defense,  P.O.  Box  5448, 

Grand  Central  Station,  NYC  10017  758-1905 

Lesbian  Feminists  Liberation,  c/o 
Women’s  Center,  243  W.  20th  St.  691  -5460 

Lesbian  Switchboard  741-2610 

Mattachine  Society,  59  Christopher  St., 

NYC  10014  691-1066 

MCC/New  York,  201  W.  13th  St.  (corner 
of  7th  Ave.)  Sunday  worship  7  pm  691-7428 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-71 1 ,  Grand  Central  Sta., 

NYC  10017 

National  Gay  Task  Force,  80  Fifth  Ave., 

Rm.  506,  NYC  741-1010 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St.  255-8097 

West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

37  Ninth  Ave.,  NYC  675-0143 

NEW  YORK  (STATE) 

Capital  District  Gay  Comm.  Council, 

P.O.  Box  131, 332  Hudson  Ave., 

Albany  12210  (518)462-6138 

Dignity/Rochester,  P.O.  Box  8295, 

Rochester 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genesee  Valley,  Inc. 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)  244-8640 

14607  or  244-9030 

Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester,  713 

Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-8640 

Gay  Citizens  Alliance  of  Syracuse, 

Lambda  Center,  503  South  Geddes 
St.,  Syracuse,  NY  472-3917 

Gay  Community  Service  Ctr., 

1350  Main  St.,  Buffalo  14209 
Gay  Liberation  Front/U.  of  R.,  Todd 
Hall,  River  Campus,  U.  of  R.,  Roches¬ 
ter,  14627  (716)275-6181 

Lesbian  Resource  Center  (formerly 
GROW),  713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester  14607  (716)244-9030 
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Augu 


Boston  —  First  meeting  of  Older  (and 
other)  Gays.  For  all  gays  interested  in 
the  experience  of  growing  older  happily. 
Church  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  33 
Bowdoin  St.,  7:30pm.  Further  info  call 
482-8998. 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  lays  out  the  paper 
every  Thursday,  and  we  need  help  in 
the  afternoon  with  copy  reading  and 
correcting  and  paste-up,  from  12-4, 
22  Bromfield  St. 

Boston  —  Coming  Out  Rap  and  Radical 
Politics  Group  at  the  Gay  Men’s  Center, 
36  Bromfield  St.,  7:30pm. 


6  Sri 


Boston  —  Today  and  every  Friday  GCN 
Invites  all  caring  souls  to  lend  a  hand 
mailing  GCN  subscriptions,  no  experi¬ 
ence  needed,  just  time.  Come  to  22 
Bromfield  St.  between  4:30  and  8;  for 
directions  call  426-4469. 


Provincetown,  MA  —  Cape  Cod 
Women’s  Liberation  holds  weekly  fem¬ 
inist  discussions.  Topic:  “Non- 
Traditional  Jobs  for  Women”;  Drop-In 
Center,  6  Gosnold  St.,  8-10pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Pot  Luck  and  Sum¬ 
mer  Pleasures  Picnic  at  Magazine 
Beach  across  from  the  B.U.  Bridge  at 
1pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  All-woman  softball 
game  happens  every  Sunday  at  5pm 
at  Magazine  Beach,  Memorial  Dr. 
(near  Stop  &  Shop)  at  Field  #2,  no 
skills  required.  Bring  mitts,  bats, 
balls,  drinks  and  friends. 


lOtue 


2  mon 

Boston  —  Roundtable  Business  Meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Gay  Men’s  Center,  36  Brom¬ 
field  St.,  7pm. 

3  tue 

Boston  —  DOB  women’s  lecture/dis¬ 
cussion,  “Lesbians  and  History,”  7:30 
pm,  419  Boylston  St.,  rm.  323. 

Martha’s  Vineyard,  MA  —  Gay  men’s 
rap  group  Tuesdays  at  8pm  at  Project 
Offices,  2nd  fl.,  Comm.  Servs.  Bldg., 
Vineyard  Haven.  Info  call  693-1199. 

NYC  —  Psychotherapist  Patrick  Kelly 
speaks  on  “Gay  Shrinks:  What  Do  You 
Say  When  You  Meet  Your  Shrink  in  the 
Steam  Room  at  the  Baths?”,  West  Side 
Discussion  Group,  37  Ninth  Ave.  at 
14th  St.,  NYC,  at  8:30pm;  social  hour 
follows.  Suggested  donation:  $2. 

Poughkeepsie,  NY  —  Vito  Russo’s  film 
showing  the  image  of  gays  in  film.  At 
the  Christ  Church,  20  Carroll  St.  at  8pm. 
Sponsored  by  the  Stonewall  Society. 

4  wed 

Amherst,  MA  —  Dance  by  the  UMass 
Lesbian  Union  at  Farley  Lodge  from 
9pm  to'  1am.  Beer,  wine  and  non¬ 
alcoholic  beverages  served.  Proceeds 
benefit  the  women’s  community  in  the 
Pioneer  Valley.  Info:  (413)  545-3438. 

NYC  —  “For  Women  Only  Night”  at  the 
West  Side  Discussion  Group:  “How  Do 
You  Come  On  to  Someone”  or  “What’s 
Your  Line?”  at  WSDG  Center,  37  Ninth 
Ave.  at  14th  St.,  8pm,  donation  $2. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian-Feminist 
Workshops  from  7:30-9:30pm  Friday 
evenings  at  21  Bay  Street,  call  for  info, 
354-1390. 

7  sat 

Boston  —  Summer  Sizzler  Dance  at  the 
Gay  Men’s  Center,  36  Bromfield  St., 
9pm. 


Boston  —  DOB  women’s  rap  “On 
Being  Single,”  7:30pm,  419  Boylston 
St.,  rm.  323. 


Submit  Calendar  items  to  Cal¬ 
endar  Editor,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston,  Ma.  02108,  by  noon 
on  Wednesday  prior  to  publica¬ 
tion.  Send  items  EARLY. 


Subscriptions  Keep  Us  Healthy 


Name 


v  A 


□  52  weeks  $15.00 

□  25  weeks  $8.00 

□  12  weeks  $4.00 


Enclose  check  or  money  order  payable  to 
“GCN.” 


Mail  all  Subscriptions  to: 
Circulation  Department 
c/o  GCN 
22  Bromfield  St. 
Boston,  MA  02108 


.  Apt.  # 


.State 


NOTE:  Be  sure  to  include  your 

Zip  Code.  IMPORTANTI1 


New  □ 


Flease  send. 


Renewal  □ 


_ copies  of  A  Gay 


Person's  Guide  to  New  England  (1976  edi¬ 
tion)  at  $4.00  each  (3.75  plus  .25  postage). 


